Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




/^:'C 



I6075Y 



I 

« 








••*?'. 







ACCOUNT 



LIFE AND DEALINGS OF GOD 



Late Preacher of the Gospel ; 

Ths wOBdetful Display of Diviae Providnce towards blm .w 
HIS VARIOUS SUFFERINGS ABROAD: 



Inttaiua of tie Sonertign Grace qf GaJ, in Mi Canacriioa of acetal Malifac- 
leri tioiler Senttnce of Dtalk, aho Kerr grrvtl) bteued un '.tr Aijr Miniilrg. 



WKITTKN BY HIMSELF. 



They that go doHQ to the Sea in Shiiis, thai iln Business in grciC Waters j 
these see tlie Wurka of the Lord, and his Womleis in tlie DeetJ. Psal. 
evii. 2fl, 2-i 

And they tliat be wise shall shine as the Brightness of tlie Firmnment ; aud 
thev that tuTQ many to RightKOusness, as Iht stars fur ever aod ever, Dau, 



PfilKTED BY W. COWDROY, JUN. 

27, BURV-STHEET. 
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preface* 



.Although U is nearly zevenyears since the Author of this lu- 
tie work left this vale of tears, yet, ivhcn we peruse its contents^ 
it may with some propriety he said, that aUhough he be dead, he 
vet speaketh. His experience (with respect to trials and dcUrer- 
ances) was, in many instances, very sinirular, as will appear in 
the following pages. As it must be alloived, that great advan- 
tages have heen derived from reading, and relating the dealings of 
God with his people (both in a way of providence and grace) I 
think our decea<;ed friend's tesiimonv should not he withheld from 
the Christian Header, The practice, in different ages of the 
Church, has been 'to recite the experience ef the people of God, 
Hence we read, that David, who had experienced many deliver^ 
ances from his enemies (both in a temporal and spiritual manner) 
cries out, " O / come hither, all ye that fear the Lord, and I will 
tell you what he hath done for my soul.*' We read also in the pro- 
phet Malachi, ihat " Tltey who feared the Lord, spoke oftentimes 
one to another; and a book of remembrance was written." The 
apostle Paul also observes, that we should " Exhort and encourage 
one another the more, as we see the day approaching,*^ Thus much 
is observed by way of apology for the publication of Mr. ToMs 
life. Suffice it then only to say, the Author was one of the Rev. 
Mr. Wesley's preachers, and that his outward conduct corresponded 
with his profession, lie was (for a number of years) ejuinent in 
visiting tlie unhappy prisoners, both in Nciigate and other gaols, 
xohere his ministry was made very useful. J was acquainted with 
Mr. Told some years before his death, and believe he was a man of 
integrity ; therefore can with greater propriety recommend the fol- 
lowing work to the candid and Christian Reader, 

July 21, me, ^SAMUEL SMITH. 



AN ACCOUNT 

of the 

■ 

. LifCy and Dealings of God 

with 

SILAS TOLD, &c. 

JL WAS born at the Lime-kilns, near the Hot-wells, ia »^ 
city of Bristol, on the 3d day of April, 1711. My parents 
both on the father and mother'v side, were very creditable peo- 
ple. My grand-father Told, who was an eminent physician at 
London, lived in Bunhill-row, and was possessed of a very 
plentiful estate in houses : my grand-mother also enjoyed a very 
considerable fortune, at Toriington, in the west of England, 
worth about 6001. per annum ; but having a great dislike to 
London, and her husband's business fixing him there, caused 
80 far a separation between them, that they and their posterity 
experienced very fatal consequences therefrom, as he took to 
him a house-keeper, who, as I was informed by my mother, 
when she found a fair opportunity, gave him what proved hia 
end, and secured all his writings, and the title-deeds of the 
esjate, together with all the ready money, plate, jewels, &c. 
-the family being absent from London ! And although she could 
not hold the estate, &c. yet, for a great number of years, and 
even to this day, several people have lived rent free, for want 
of proper title-deeds to empower the heix to receive.the same ^ 
80 that when I first came to London, after faithfully serving my 
time to Capt. Jkloses Lilly^ of Bristol, to the seas, they had 
commenced the building of ,a few houses in the front of Bun- 
hill-row, on the left-hand side going up out of Chis well-street; 
but hearing that one of Dr. Told's grand-children was come to 



London, they proceeded no farther than covering them in, and 
in that condition they remained for the space of twenty years 
before they were finished, tbe tenants, »|} of them, still living 
rent free. I was frequently advised to make a claim to the es- 
tate ; but for want of money to go to law, together with the 
loss of the writings, I utterly declined it ; so tbat I had given 
up all hopes of ever being profited thereby : and as to my 
grand-mother Told's estate, io t}i(3 west, this never came with- 
in my knowledge. 

I now come to the account of my father, who was a physi- 
cian at Brii(tol, arrd in great esteem throughout that city ; but 
Mii>g l^gteat sck^mer, it proved his rain, and 'the impoverish- 
jfig^^f all his Ikmily, particularly^ one instance, of building 
a Mret defck at the Lime^k-ilns, where I was bom ; he -.laid out 
tt^irty-^hree hundred ipotinidii, and lost every penny by one 
Svans, tbr w^m my feth^r undertook the business, who foiled, 
and^ent dff: thl6 }atd my fether under the necessity of going 
Mt 46cUiir of airuinea-itaan, hi the course of which voyage he 
died, and was borled tit Kingston in Jamaica, leaving only six 
hvitudte^ :pounds for the nAaintenance and education of five chil- 
d^». I ^would here observe, that durrng this voyage I was in- 
foftMAd h^ tQeared the sum of eight hundred pounds, which 
tkpU Ce^iHvtyod "wronged our family of. 

My tr/ovboi* iviis bdrn at Topsbam, neat Exeter, and was 
daiighior to Cfl^. tliomas Sackabitcb, otherwise Sucksbury^ 
Virh^ i(<(Hiinianded a ship upwards of forty years. Something 
r^eraarkable is-rehited of my mother's pedigree, viz. In tracing; 
thi^tn np to the fartbe^t knowledge, it has been represented, 
thrit m'tbetiitTe of the Kings of the West Angles, his Majesty 
b^ttgbtit on ^certain day hunting with his Kobles, discovered 
a^male'c^hild inlhe trood, with no one near it but a large bitchy 
iStie maid havitig left the child with the bitch while she went a 
nuttfttg in the "wodds. The King, who found the child sucking 
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the bitchy carried it home^ named it Suckabitcli, and brought 
him upj giYiog him a large estate round the spot where he wan 
ibund^ which the succeeding generatioutt have i^everally enjoy- 
ed to this day« but altered the name to that of Sucksbury. 

4 

t 

Aly uncle (Thomas Sucksbury) married the daughter of- ■ ■« 
Lloyd, Esq ; of St. James's Jbauk, wuii above one hundred 
thousand pounds fortune, but she beiug deformed, he went to 
sea agaia, being captain of a very large ship for many yeard. 
It fya^ supposed the ship foundered in the Atlantic, as she was 
aever bttard of. 

■ 

My brothet Joseph, and sister Dulcy, with myself, were 
wntlo nurse atKingVwood, near Bristol, wheife we were taken 
the utmost care of by the most tender-hearted woman I ever 
met withw At this place we all continued till I arrived at the 
age of eight years; my friends, at Bristol^ then made interest 
for one of us two boys to be admitted into the .hospital of Ed- 
ward Coiion, Esq. on St. Augustin's Bank, near ihe Quay lOf 
Bristol ; a school, I dare venture to say, that cannot be sur-* 
^assod-by any throgghout Great^Britain for piety and Christiaa 
■disctpliae, having a minister to attend twice a week regularly, 
for the instruction of one hundred boys in their, duty towards 
God and man, Here, I think, it may not be improper to give 
an exact and impartial account of the character and piety of so 
worthy a benefactor ; and also of the wisdom and goodness of 
; Almighty God in raising up so steady and useful a man to pos- 
terity. I shall trace this man of God from his birth c he was 
the son 'of Edward Colson, a journeyman soap-boiler,' whose 
•'wagies did not exceed ten shillings per week, and had ten chil- 
' dren then lifiAg, of whom Edward was the eldest, who, when 
he hatd arryitvd to an age ^t to be put out an apprentice, his fa- 
ther bound him to a Virginia captain, about'the time that the 
' colouicits Were transported to North -America, in order to inha- 
bit^ thoise parts. This proved his first rise, as his behaviour, 

B ' 
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«n<l bumble readiness to obey his superiors^ moved many of 
the merchants, who first settled there, to make Edward, the 
cabin*boy, many presents, insomuch that, before l|is ship de- 
parted from America for England, he had acquired the sum of 
fifty pounds ; and, being of an exceeding liberal disposition, 
on his arrival at Bristol, he hastened with the fifty pounds, an4 
dispensed every farthing thereof to the prisoners at Newgate ; 
ind shortly after sailed again to Virginia, where he, through 
the kind providence of God, gathered, among his former 
friends, twice the money of the preceding voyage, and dis- 
posed of the whole after the same manner. Here I must dis-* 
continue the relation of his proceedings, knowing no more of 
them, until he arrived at the age of forty years, when, as I have 
be«n informed, he became a very eminent East-India merchant, 
prior to the incorporation of the East-India company, and had 
fbrty sail of ships of his own, with immense riches flowing in 
upon him ; yet, notwithstanding, he reinained steady and uni- 
ibrm in his charitable disposition, distributing many thousand 
pioniads to various charities in and about London, as also private 
gifts to many parts of the kingdom ; and in the year 1708 he 
f nfstituted a very magnificent school on St. Augnstine^s Bank^ 
•Bristol, which, as I have been informed cost him eleven thou- 
sand pounds in the building, and endowed the same with be* 
tween seventeen and eighteen hundred pounds per annum, free- 
hold for ever; likewise ten pounds for apprenticing every boy, 
and, for twelve years after his death, ten pounds to put them 
into business : he likewise maintained religious ceconomy in 
the school, .such as prayers three times a day performed by one 
'of the superior boys. He also caused to be erected a very 
grand free stone alms-house, with an elegant chapel situated in 
the front thereof, on St. Michadrs-hill, Bristol, for twenty-four 
old men, with a handsome allowance for every individcAil, and 
' a clergyoHiprto attend them weekly. He also founded a large 
. free school in Temple-street, Bristol, which was set apart for 
the edmcatioa and clothing of forty boys ; and likewise pro- 
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vided for ten old men in the city a1ms-faou*e ; nor do I reeol- 

t 

lect that I ever was in any church throughout the city, but 
that a memoraiidani of his donations to several useful chanties 
is recorded of him. I have likewise been informed of his 
bnildingj at his own expence, the whole church and town of 
All Saints, near the Tolsey, Bristol, together with those many 
public charities now extant in that city. It has been frequent- 
ly reported, that his private charities far exceeded those in pub- 
lic. I remember to have heard, in my youthful days, that ono 
of hi»ihips, i^ding to the East-Indies, had been missing for 
upwards of three years^ and was included in the number of 
those that were destroyed at sea ; but at length she arrived, 
richly laden. His principal clerk brought him the report of 
her arrival, and of the riches on board ; to which he gave an* 
f wer, that as she was totally given up for lost, he would by no 
means claim any right to her ; therefore ordered the ship and 
her merchandises to be sold, and the produce thereof to be 
applied towards the relief of the needy, which directions 
were inunediately carried into execution. 

Another singular instance of his tender consciousness for. 
charity was, at the age of forty, when he entertained some 
thoughts of changing his condition, he paid his addresses to a 
lady ; but being very timorous, lest he should be hindered in 
his pious and charitable designs, he was determined to make a 
Christian trial of her temper and disposition, and therefore one 
morning filled his pockets full of gold and silver, in order that 
if any object presented itself in the course of their tour over 
London-bridge, he might satisfy his intentions. While they 
were walking near St. Agnes church, a woman in extreme n^i- 
aery, with twins in her lap, sat begging ; and, as he and his 
intendjcd lady were arm in arm, he beheld the wretched objec^ 
put his hand in his pocket, and took out a handful of gold and 
silver, casting it into the poor woman's lap. The lady, being 
greatly alarmed at such profuse generosity, coloured prodigi* 
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oud J ; 'so that, wben they were gone a iUtle ^fhrther towar(]ti 
the Bridge foot^ she turmed to hitn^ aod said^ Sici do- you 
know what you did a few mittutcs ago ? Madam* relied Mr« 
Colson, I never let my righl^h^d know, what my letft4)and 
doth : be then took his leave of her, and for this rea^n never 
married to the day of his deaths although he iiyed' to the ag^ 
of eighty -three* 

; In the year 1721 he died at Mortlake^. up the river Than^esj 
iKiving left many considerabid legacies to charitiible uaes. Pro^ 
tidentially I was:in the school at the time of his d^h> whaa 
orders were given for all the ehildren to learn by heart the 90tb 
1^salm>, to sing before the jcorpse as it entered the.city* which 
was at Lawford^s Gate, where we joined the hearse, and sung 
before it the space of five hovxs, amidst a most nnmerousi and 
erouded audience : it is impossibte to decsribe in what manner 
the houses and streets were, lined with all ranks of people ; 
and although the- rain descended in torrents, none paid any fe*^ 
gaidAhereto ; but the whole mnltftude seemed eagerly deter* 
mined to see the last of so eminent a man ! We came at last to 
All Saints chnrcb, where he was interred- uoder the communi- 
<»n-table. The. day of his birth,- and also of his death,- ane 
commemorated to this day throughout the city of Bristol. Hiisf 
many donations to the poor are, by his executors, faithfully dp-* 
held still. Here I conclude the perpetuative. memory of so 
good a Kian, which still remains invaluable to me 1. 

I now proceed to give an historical account of my own life 
from my infancy, as far as it may be brought to my rememb« 
ranee, which: is from three years of age. I was then in petti- 
coats, and, for a considerable length of time, my sister Dulcy/* 
bella and self wandered into the woodto and fields, fixing our-, 
selves under (to hedges, conversing about God and bappiniesa; 
so that at times thave been transported in such a measure with. 
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heavenly blisi^that whether in the body or out of the bod^, I 
could not tell ; this happiness attended me for a few years. 
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One remarkable circumstance I must observe : when my sis* 
ter and self were very young, we wandered out into KingV 
wood, and lost ourselves in the woods, and were in the utmost 
consternation, lest we should be devoured by wild beasts ; but 
quickly the kind providence of God permitted a large dog to 
come behind us ; although no house was within a mile from the 
wood, yet the dog drove us clear out of the wood into our 
knowledge; what was remarkable, the dog never barked at us! 
And when in our knowledge, we looked around us to behold 
the dog, but he was not to be seen. Being heedless, and un- 
apprehensive of any further danger, we wandered again into 
the woods, and were a second time bewildered, and in greater 
perplexity than before : when on a sudden, looking around us, 
we beheld the same dog making toward us, until he came direct- 
ly up to us ; and we being much terrified ran from him, until 
we got a second time into our knowledge ; nor did the dog 
leave us, till we were driven by him where we could not pos- 
Hibly ran into any more labyrinths. I then turned about lo 
look (or the dog, but saw no more of him, although we were 
upon an open common; this was the Lord's doing, and it was 
marvellous in our eyes. 

' When I arrived at the age of between seven and eight years 
I was put inte Mr. Colson's hospital, in the year 1719, and in 
the year 1725 was bound an apprentice to the seas to Capt. 
Mo^ Lilly, in the ship Prince of Wales, and sailed Arom Bris* 
lol for Cork and Jamaica in the month of July, 1725. 

- Here I may date my first sufferings : being wonderfully 
wronghtoh by the Spirit of God, and totally ignorant of the 
m a x ims .of the world, having been confined for six years in 
the hospital, free from all intercourse with mankind, this ren« 
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dered the new sea life very disagreeable to me : also my unac* 
quaintance with the various mysteries on ship board, made mc 
Yery untoward in the duty I was engaged in. Th^ first recep. 
tion I met with on board, when the ahip lay in King^Srroad, was 
to this effect : the chief mate called for the cabin-boy, but he 
Bot being on board, he sent me to the cook to get hiin a plate of 
victuals, which I really imagined was meant for myself, and 
accordingly got a plate full, carried it down into the cabin, and, 
having a keen appetite, made a very comfortable dinner. When 
the chief mate had done his business, he sent for me, in order 
to bring his victuals : I told him, that I understood it was for 
myself, and that I had eat it up ; upon which he knocked me 
down, and began cursing and damning me at a horrible rate. 
This language I was never acquainted with, therefore thought 
I should have broke my heart with grief; and having no friend, 
to whom I could apply for redress, I was forced to suffer all 
the repeated acts of barbarity that might follow, which conti- 
nued for eleven years. 

T^e first of those afflictions was thatof sea sickness, which held 
ine till our arrival at Jamaica. After lying at Kingston many 
months (not having any freight for England) the ship made a 
Toyage down to the bay of Campeachy, in the Spanish West* 
Indies, at which place she lay at anchor about 12 miles from 
the land, where, with her bottom beating the ground every 
swell of the sea, she was exceedingly damaged. When we 
bad completed our cargo we sailed back for Jamaica, very short 
of all species of provision, ejqpecting to have a short passage ; 
but, to our mortification, it wasn* passage of fourteen weeks | 
and, aftet being out three weeks, we were put to short allow* 
ance, both of bread and water ; one biscuU and two thirds of 
9 pint of water per day. This was what I never before expe* 
Fiencedf and therefore it was the more grievous to be Murtaiu* 
ed ; and had it not been for a heavy shower of mtn, off th^ 
islafid of Cub^ wc Itiust have perished for want. Here w% 
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«Ui{ilpedi]p all the scuppers, and saved aboal six casks of w»» 
ter. to the use of the swabs which we dried the decks with 
and which .we rung into the casks ; and although the water 
was very^l>itter» yet, proridentially, oar lives were preser? ed 
thereby ; for» we were reduced to half a pint of water a day, 
and that full of mod and maggots : yet were we three days be- 
fore we arrived at Blue-fields^ the west end of Jamaica, with* 
out a single pint of water on board, and had been eleven weeks 
destitute of biscuit, pease, or flour; so that we had neither 
fixxl to eat, nor water to drink. 

When we came to an anchor in Blue-fields-bay we hoisted 
* out the long-boat, stowed her full of casks, and dispatched her 
for the fresh water, when one of our men fell flat upon his bel- 
ly, and drank so immoderately, that a few hours after he came 
on board he expired ; and the next morning we sewed him up 
in a hammock and threw him overboard, when a large shark 
descended after him, and, we supposed, swallowed the whole 
body. As we were riding at anchor in Kingston harbour, the 
capital of Jamaica, waitine^ for a freight to England, we at 
leogtft got one hundred and five hogsheads of sugar on board ; 
and on a Friday a very great noise was heard in the atmosphere, 
similar to that of splitting wood, and the element was very 
much disturbed ; our chief mate was of opinion, that we should 
be visited by a hurricane that evening, which began about eight 
o'clock the same night, and held its vehemency, without inter- 
mission, till six o'clock the following evening. All language 
fails me to set forth the violence of this tempest, as nothing 
could stand before it! There were in the harbour of Kingston 
seventy-six sail of ships, many of which were very large ; but 
ail riding with three anchors a-head, and notwithstanding ours 
wasajnew ship, with three new cables and anchors, yet about 
ibur o'clock in the morning, we parted all three cables at once, 
and tumingl>roadside to the wind, overset, and sunk as far as 
the grdund would permit, and in that condition we were driven^ 
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with our gunnel to the. bottom, down- to the esttmity of the 
liarbovr, which is about twelve miles. Tfaoash we -wer« the 
irtt ship that drove from her anchors, yet jail our mibta stood » 
but thia was not the situation of any vessel beside^ for the 
ivhole Qeet lost all |tl|,eir ipgsts, yards and bowsprit, and not 
DU^ ves^J, ,l^rge or. small, but was drfven, with astonishing ra- 
pidjty, high and di;y. o|fi the If^d. The same hurricane also 
jdrove a.large ,8no]w^ orf; two^huQ^ijed and twenty tons, above 
balf l^^n^le: into the country, 1!^^^ broke and tore the cocoa* 
nut trees, some of them up by the roots { likewise a vei:y heavy 
brigantine was cast upon the wharfs in the town, and a large 
ftlqop«. of ahou^ one l^undred tons, lay with her keel across the 
J)rig'3 deck. In short, tl^at part of, tl^e . town nearest tbe .watfa^ 
side was sufficienjUy ^africaded with , the wrecks^of ships sod 
vessels ; and as. there were no tides of ebb and ■ flood, consc^ 
quently there was jp^o pp^ibiiity of getting them off; nor were 
.there a^ny^ save one fiqe stately ship, which rode out that tem- 
.pest: 60 that seventy-five sail of ships of war and merchant- 
.men were inevitably- destroyed in the tremendous overthrow. 
Qj^^ remarkable instance I woulcf take notice of, yiz» the ship 
.Kicholson, Capt. Srailer, of London, quite a new. and beauti- 
ful vessel, rode hor bows out, sunk at her anchors, and all on 
. board perished, except the captain's son and four more, who 
were saved by getting into a. small boat, called the Mose^ that 
carried no more thanone hogshead of sugar at a turnw 

All the ships at Port-Royal sharecf .the same fate with thofie 

at Kingston* except the IV'inchelsea man of war, at>.d Kirking- 

ton, of Bristol, Capt. Pills, both of which cut away tl^eJr 

. masts, and were upon the brink of foundering eyen at the.cjiose 

, of the hurricane which was on Saturday evening,. a^)|put six 

^,afclock* Here I would briefly observe^^.how suddenly the 

atprm ceased; it varied from east to wes^ and wasi for a fqw 

.hpurs calpa; after which Jt chopped round to its former, point, 

.jand.-blowipg..yrith,«. v^hei^nce impossible tp be expressed. 
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l^tednc^ly an hpuo and was succeeded by asecond calm. Two 
or three days after the reducement of these parts of the island, 
▼iz^ Cqsg^v tod PorURoyal, and likewise of the dreadful 
consequences of the storm upon the fleet of ships ; the drown** 
ed seamen were drove upon the shore for miles down the har* 
hour, and were left to be de?oured by the crows and other wild 
fpwl. 

Immediately af^r the hurricane followed a pestilential sick* 
nesi^ which stvept away thousands of the natives : every morn- 
ing I have observed between thirty and forty corpses to be car- 
ried past ray window; and, being very near death myself, I 
expected e^vory d^y to approach with the messenger of my dis- 
s^ution. From this illness I contracted an habitual fever and 
ague, which continued eleven months, so that I was wasted to 
a mere shadow^ nor had I one per^n under heaven to take care 
of mej except a ^egro^ who Jbrought nie every .day a dose of 
Jesuits- back to the warehouse^ where I was laid in a hancimock. 
At length my m^ter gave me up, and I wandered up and down 
the town, almost parched with the insufferable blaze of the 
sun, till I was resolved to lay me down and die as I had neither 
money nor friend. Accordingly I fixed upon a dunghill on the 
east end of the town of Kingston^ and being in $o we^k a con« 
dition, I pondered much upon Job'$ case, and considered mine 
similar to that of iiis. However, I was fully resigned to death, 
nor had I the slightest expectations of relief from .any quarter i 
yet the kind providence of God was over me, and raised m^ up 
^ friend. in a^ en^jre stranger. . A London captain coming by, 
was struck witb the ^o^did object, came up to me, and, in a very 
compassionate n^anner* asked me if I was sensible of any friend 
upon the island. . of whom I could obtain relief. He likewise 
asted me to whom \ belonged. I answered to Captain Moses 
Lilly, ai^^ had been cast away in the late hurricane. This cap- 
tain, appeared to have some knowledge of my master, and 
cursing .him ^r a barjbi^ous villain, told me he would compel 
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him to take proper bdtre of itie. Ta about a quarter of an 
hoar after this iny master arriyed (wbbni I had t)ot seen before 

* .'•■'.. - T, 

for six weeks) itid took me. to a pablic-hoase, kept by a Mrs. 
Hatchinsotij add there ordered me to be taken proper care of; 
this cost iny master about Ibrty shillings jf>er wetk : however^ 
he ^obii qiii'ttbd thk island; ana directed his courjte fof Ehgland, 
leaving me behind at his sick quarters ; and if it should pleasb 
God to permit my recovery, I was commanded to take my pas- 
sage for Englaiid. in the Montserrat, Captain David Jones, a 
very fatherly tehdh*-hearted man : this was the first alleviation 
of my misery; . Now the captain seiithis son on shore, in order 
to receive ine dn board; when I came along-^ide. Captain 
Jones, standing on the Jhip^ gunnel, addressed me after a 
Tery humane and compassionate manner, with expressions to 
thb following effect : ''Code, J)oX)r child, into the cabin, and 
you shall want ndthing the ship ajdords ; go, and my son shall 
prepare for yoh, in the first place, a bason df good egg flip, 
and airly thiri^* else that may be conducive to your relief—" but 
I being still vidry bad with my fever and ague, could iiieithef 
eat nor drink. 

Captiin Jones tnen begin to etplore his surgery-box, in or- 
der to touch ihy case with soihe proper medibihes, if any were 
on board ; but, to hts disappointment, they were all expended. 
Notwithstanding this, be s^ni for the bbatswaia into tne cabin, 
and asked firm, if he kn'eW of any remedy for the intermitting 
Aver. He totd the capiain that he could hot only produce a 
i«medy, but thkt if Hived fihy yiears longer in the w6fld; t 
should not be sSbj'eci' to it thereafter: this Was Iti thi^yeaf 
1?^, which is how fbrty-eiiht Jrcfdrs out of the fifty i And t dd 
not reiliember td have experienced one fit of it ^ihce ; and, aU 
though I had Beeti ^filided 'with the iigu'e eleVen months, the 
bdatswain cuVed me in less than five hours; Here I began im« 
mediately B recover my streUgtfa, and became more lively "AAn 
Active tfafan ever K was in iny life. Upon ouir Aiiing foir BHsV:^!, 
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Capt. Jones being of a free, arable temper, 'in order to pleasj^ 
ithe sbip'3 company, ateered bis course to inake the island of 
SerquQ.dafl^ no^rely oqt of cqriosity, as ^t appears to be very 
djatai^tly fjttia^d from jtbe Wes^Indian islands. Upon our arr 
rival thereat we scudded along shore from one end of the 
island to tbe other ; nor did I perceive either hill or mountain 
upon the Mffiole island, it being a fine level grassy land. After 
yre lost sight of this island we made the best of our passage 
for England;' but in the prosecution thereof something rather 
supernatural happened, and I suppose may not be credited by 
many of my i^^aders. B^ that as it may, my intentions are not 
to advance beyond the bounds of truth in relating the following 
circumstance, or in any other throughout this t^act. — In the 
space of five weeks, after our departure from Bermudas, the 
captain ordered the man to keep a sharp look out at the fore- 
top*raa8t-head, a^ by our journal and calculation of the log- 
j>ook we expected to be no great distance from Cape Clear, th^ 
west end of Ireland. Accordingly, one morning about seven 
o'clock, the centinel at the mast-head threw out the signal for 
land, about two points on the weather-bow ; but as at that 
time the ship was running with the wind on the starboard- beanij 
tbe captain deemed it most adviseable to brace all sharp up^ 
and lie as near the wind as we possibly could. The land soon 
became conspicuous to the naked eye from the deck, and we 
altered our course as the land edged round, but would not at- 
tempt to make any nearer approach towards it, than a full 
league. I frequently had my eye fixed upon the land, as had 
also the captain and all the ship's company, while we were at 
work clearing the decks, bending the cables, and making our* 
selvtfs ready in all respects to adapt the ship for anchorage ; or 
to be prepared for running into an harbour, in case of any strait 
or emergency. I do not remember e^er to have seen any place 
apparently more fertile, or better cultivated ; the fields seem* 
ing to be covered with verdure, and very beautiful ; and as the 
surf of the sea almost convinced us that it was playing on the 
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fthore^ we were beyond all ddubt fbr the space of ten hoar?^ 
that the ship had made a convenient land-fall. Our captain 
therefore gave the man ^'ho first discovered it ten gallons of 
ram and twenty pounds of sugar ; but about six o'clock in the 
evening, as we wer^ washing the decks^ and the sun was shin- 
ing clear from the westward, in less than a minute we lost all 
sight of the land, and nothing but the horizon, interspersed 
with a few pale clouds, was perceptible from the deck : this 
filled the ship's company with the utmost astonishment and con- 
fusion ; nor did we make the coast of Ireland for several days 
after. Our capt^n and ship's company concluded that it was 
Old Brazille, which navigators affirm to have been destroyed 
by an earthquake between five and six hundred years ago. At 
length we arrived at Bristol, and I was with my master, Capt. 
Moses Lilly, a few weeks, when he consigned me over to a 
Timothy Tucker, commander of the Royal George, bound for 
Guinea and the West-Indies ; a greater villain, I firmly be- 
lieve,' never existed, although at home he assumed the charac- 
ter and temper of a saint. 

The first demonstration of his notorious conduct wasr given 
to the ship^s company, in the enforcement of a white woman 
out of her native country, and selling her to the Black Prince 
of Bonny, on the Afirican coast. The next proof of his vil- 
lainy was the vile and blasphemous language wherewith he 
perpetually governed the seamen. Indeed, another exemplifi- 
cation of his horrid conduct was particularly noticed one Sun- 
day mornings as I went down to the gun-room, in order to pro- 
cure necessary provisions for the ship's company, the captain 
happened to find me at the bread cask, and declared that I was 
taking from thence considerably more than would be used ; 
therefore, he immediately went to the cabin, and brought out 
with him his large horse-whip, and exercised it about my body 
in so unmerciful a manner, that, not onty the cloaths on my 
back were cut to pieces, but every sailor on board declared 
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they could see my bones, and that very visibly ; yet this act of 

barbarism did not give him sofficient satisfaction, for he threw 

me all along the deck, and jumped many times upon the pit oP 

my stomach, in order to endanger my life; and had not the 

people laid hold of my two legs^ and thrown me under th« 

windlass (after the manner they threw dead cats or dogs) hi 

would have ended hit despotic cruelty in murder. Repeated 

instances of this behaviour ^ere committed by Capt. Tuc^cer to 

the principal part of his seamen in the course of the voyage to 

Bonny. One day I accompanied the king Arigo on shore for 

the benefit of my health (as the savage had almost put an end 

to my life) and continued there for the space of six weeks, and 

slept with the king's son, prince Arigo, during the same. At this 

place the black king had six hundred concubines, thirty of whom 

dwelt in his house, and an elderly woman presided over the 

rest. One morning in particular I was suddenly seized with a 

racking pain in my head ; I acquainted the queen, in Moorish, 

with the cause of my indisposition ; she informed his black ma* 

jesty therewith, who ordered me some " doctor,*' as they term 

it s and about half a dozen of his ladies took me into a back 

yard, and stripped me quite naked, even to my skin^ sat me oh 

a joint-stool, and gave me some yabba (or water) with a cloth 

to dry myself. I could not conceive what they purposed to do 

with me, as the elder lady invented divers stratagems to get me 

into a studious frame of mind ; and when they perceived me 

quite fixed, looking at my feet, and I apprehending they were 

about to wash them with the hot water, suddenly the female 

monitor, or president, snatched the cloth from out of the water, 

and threw it directly in my face, which startled me to such a 

degree, that it effectually removed the pain in an instant : here 

I penetrated their maxims in performing the cure. However, 

in about half an hour's time my pain revisited my head with 

greater violence than before ; and I informed the queen that 

Ishe was Obagona, or that my head was very bad : she thtfn 

told his majesty that my disorder was returned, who straight- 
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way colleciec) his gfandymeQ tog^her^ and they carried me tf 
tlie suxpooit of a certain bill (the ^clivity whereof must be im- 
possible for str^oj^ers. to sucmoupt) on the right han<| side of 
yvhich was situated the }i}ffg^a palaver-hou^e, or place erected 
for their heath^pish worship ; they too)c wish them a dog;, apd 
^bout one hpodred pots, caUed ya^is. When I ei^tered the 
^oase, I was struck >vit^ unpom.mon amazement at the sight of 
forty or fifty black men^s heads huo^ pund this palaver -hoqse. 
I}ere I was inesppressibly tefrified, as I had received ■% very- 
pious and Christian education ; so th^t their diabolical and 
gross proceedings created great horror upon my spii). ^ 
length they commenced the usual sacrifices to their gods ; dur- 
ing which^ one of the senior characters^ who signal is^ed him- 
self by a scymitar at his side^ drew it> took the dog before- 
mentioned^ laid it on thp floor, and at oae blow cut off its head. 
He then pulled the topgue out of its mouth, fastened it between 
its teeth, and instantly cfune and touched my forehead> cheeks, 
chin, and every joint^ with the dog's tongue. 

The king finding these resources to be ineffectual, procejed- 
ed further, 9nd directed some of his peoplJ^e to sprinkle the dust 
with a quantity of palm wine, and to lead me through % track- 
less desert down to the &hip, conceiving the ^ine (as there was 
no water to be had) might create a p^h to the sea shore. This 
answered, and prince Arigo, the kill's son, Jba.iled the ship, 
which lay at a small distance from land, and desired thei;n to 
send the boat on shore, as Piccaninni Baccaneau was yurre, 
yarre, that is, *' was very sick :'' accordingly it was done, and 
when I came on board. Tucker, with a grim count^enance, and 
horrid expressions, asked me what ^iied me. . I repli^ed, that I 
had a strong fever on me. Theoj said he, I will soon cure 
you ; so he went and brought his horse-whip, and, although I 
was extremely sick, he whipt me unmercifully ! Yet, however, 
his medicine did not perform the cure, but heightened my fe- 
ver, so that 1 wfis nearly brought to the gates of death ; yet 
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God raised me dp again. Upon our arrival at St. Thomay^ or 
St. Thomas, the European woman, which Tucker brought out 
from England, died in a shocking manner, was sewed up in i 
hammock, and thrown overboard with a bag of ballast at her 
feet, in order to sink her; but in the course of a week after- 
wards the corpse of the woman was observed to float upon the 
wkter : t believe God had suffered this uncommon circumstance 
to ha|)perf in order to open the eyes of our wicked captain ; 
but he had no diead or reinorse in him. 

I cannot but give one niore instance of the barbarity of this 
captain during the voyage, and his gross manner of executing 
it (as a more bloody and inhuman action surely never was per- 
petrated by an Englishman, except himself.) This was upon 
one of our black slaves, who through a violent sickness was 
worn to a mere skeleton, and as he could not eat his allowance, 
the sai^agie (Tucker) invented a scheme to compel the slave to 
eat, and laid to his charge that he was sulky : however, the 
ipoor creature cbuTd not, nor did he eat. Upon this the captain 
called for his black cabin boy, Robin, to bring him his horse- 
Whip : he did so, and Tucker began lashing the poor sick man 
till, I firmly believe, from his neck to his ancles, there was no- 
thmg to be seen but bloody wounds. The poor creature macfe 
no kind of resiistanee, nor spoke one word : this provoked and 
liigbly incensed our blood-thirsty devil ; sp that he went still 
farther, and told him in Negroish, he would tickeravoo him. 
The poor slkve answered, *^ Adomma,** which signified, "So 
be it.*' By this time {he captain's dinner was ready under the 
awning on tne quarter-deck ; he left the man in shocking ago- 
nies, bleeding and groaning on the forecastle ; came to his din- 
ner like a hog, and eat without fear or shame. After he had 
dined, -he called for John Lad, and ordered him to get two am- 
munition pistols well loaded with ball : then called for Robio^ 
the cabin-boy, to bring them forward, which when done, he 
left his table, and ordered John Lad to follow him, which he 
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accordingly did with one pistol in rach hand. They both went 
forward OD the main-deck ; the poor object t>at wiih his back 
against the iarboard-gunnel of the ship. Then Tucker^ with 
a malicious and violent grin« pointing one of the pistols to 
him, told him it would kill him. The man replied as before, 
" Adomma," Upon this the captain applied the mouth of the 
pistol to the middle of his forehead, and fired. The man in- 
stantly clapped his hands to his head, one behind, and the 
other before, and stared the captain in the face, the blood gush- 
ing from his forehead like the tapping a cask, but he did not 
fall. Tucker then turning to John Lad, with a blasphemous 
oath said, "This will not kill him ;" and iippiediately clapped 
another to his ear, and fir^d that also ; nor did he drop even 
then ! At last the captain ordered John Lad to .fire another 
through his heart, which was done ; he then dropt down dead. 
All the men slaves, in consequence of this uncommon murder, 
rose upon the ship's company, w ith full purpose to slay us a|I ; 
out we nimbly betaking ourselves to the cannons, pointed them 
through a bulk-head that parted .the main and quarter-deck ; 
which, when they perceived, the greater part of them raii 
down, between decks, and the remainder jumped overboard, 
and were all drowned, save one or two which, with the assist^ 
ance of the Jolly boat, we rescued from the violence of the sea. 
,At length, we arrived at Barbadoes, when Captain Tpcker's no- 
.torious condoct was repressed in some measure, which was vir 
sibly perceived by his sending the slaves large quantities of 
rum and sugar. Yet,, on (lis leaving that island, he renewed 
his former cruelties ; but did not exercise them on nie withth<H 
degree of severity which he had frequently used in the passage 
to Kingston. 

• In the course of eight weeks we arrived at Bristol, and my 

original master (Moses Lilly) received all my wages, but al- 

' lowed me no pocket-mohey ; and fitted me out very scantily 

for the next voyage.-^ Having no friend or relation in London, 



OK 



I was drawn in to perform a second voyage with Tucker (the 
bare idea of which ahnost broke my l^eart ;} yet he treated mo 
with \^s& rigour than in the voyage before. 

I have only two circumstances to remark in this voyage ; the 
first was, when slaved and ready to sail for Bonny, we dropt 
down, and came to anchor a little without the bar, and at about 
twelve o'clock at night an universal shriek was heard among the 
s4aves between decks ; and, being asked what ailed them, they, 
with wild confusion of mind, said, that EghOt or the devil was 
among them. The next morning, when we came to open the 
hatches to admit the air into their loathsome dens, and for the 
purpose of discharging their tubs, to our great surprize we 
found a number of them laying dead ; upon hoisting up about 
eighty of them, we saved thirty-nine, and the rest, having ir- 
recoverably lost their breath in the suffocation, the captain di- 
rected us to cast them overboard, which was instantly done, 
forty in number. 

A second circumstance, which happened on board our ship> 
and which I think myself compelable to relate, was the cap- 
. tstin's inhuman cruelty to the ship's cook. The poor man had 
nothing but green-wood to make his furnace boil with, on which 
account it was impossible for him to get the food ready in time: 
therefore the captain habituated himself to certain practices, 
such as horse-whipping him, and stabbing a knife into his face, 
«o that the poor man's life was grievously burthensome to him ; 
indeed he oftentimes hinted to us that he would throw him- 
self overboard, but we endeavoured to dissuade him from 
it; yet, one morning, about eight o'clock, poor John Bundy 
plunged himself into the sea without our knowledge ; so that we 
diligently searched the ship for him, but he could not be found. . .^j|^ 

We informed the captain of it, who answered with some de- ''' \. 

gree of pleasure, jthat he saw a hat swimming a-stern, which he 
supposed was the b-— d of a b 's hat ; yet, notwithstanding 



■..y. 



26 



this heart-breaking usage^ we providentially completed the 
voyage. 

After this I was shipped on board the Scipio, Capt. Roach^ 
who was much of a seaman, a pleasant tempered gentleman, 
and exceedingly free and liberal with all his ship's company ; 
but he having purchased a fine black girl for his own use^ she, 
in the end« proved the cause of his death. One evening, as 
we lay at anchor in New Callabar, one Tom Ancora came on 
board who talked very good English, and the facetious Capt. 
Roach having made a tub of punch on the quarter-deck, had 
the fidler and the ship's company dancing with him, but left me 
with Tom Ancora to purchase the slaves. When this was 
done, Tom desired me to give him a dram, which I did ; he 
then desired me to let the bottle stand : I told him I must first 
obtain the captain^s leave for so doing. I then went to Capt. 
Roach, who gave me leave. Tom, at this indulgence, filled a 
rummer with brandy, and clasping the black girl in his arms 
(as their custom is) they put both their mouths to the glass, and 
jointly drank thereout ; but unfortunately for Capt. Roach, he 
came into the cabin and detected them in that attitude while 
drinking, which so provoked him, that he ran the end of his 
cane into Tom's mouth, broke the tumbler, and knocked out 
all his front teeth, although he had a fine set. The captaih 
then ran to his state-room for one of his loaded pistols ; but 
Tom, apprehensive of his danger, jumped overboard. It being 
dark, and the tide of ebb flowing strong, Tom's canoe dropt 
a-stem, took him up, and carried him on shore. Our captain 
was resolved to go on shore to close th^ breach that was made ; 
but the ship's tM)mpany all earnestly strove to convince him of 
the imprudence of going to Tom Ancora's house , yet, if be 
was bent upon going* they intreated him not to eat or drink 
any thing.] However, Capt. Roach was resolutely deaf to all 
their kind* mpostulations. He dressed himself in a scarlet 
.plush sui^ pat his fwotd on^ and went to Tom's house ; but be 
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beiag too sQbtle for the captain, carried it fair and easy, aud 
seemed to be yery frieodlyj but took care to give the captaio a 
stro&g dose of poison, which in three days time operated so 
efiectually upon him, that the fingers on both his hands were 
dravrn into the palms, and all his toes were drawn under his 
£eet ; hence it evidently appeared to all the traders that Tom 
Ancora had poisoned Capt. Roach. 

Next morning one Dick Ebrew and his son came on board, 
and desired to learn what kind of eatables he partook of, and 
whether it was hot or cold, while at Tom Ancora's house ; 
ttying, if he would simply tell them, it was not impossible 
fi>r them to expel the poison, and save his life ; these two men 
I have often admired for their meek and loving spirit, exceed- 
ingly far beyond tens of thousands who call themselves Chris- 
tians : However, all their reasoning with the captain, to con- 
vijoce him that be was poisoned, proved ineffectual, as he in- 
sisted upon it be was not ; and again, the others m strenuous- 
ly insisted upon it that he was. At length the benevolent fa^ 
ther and his son parted with our captain in a plaintive condi<« 
• tion (their eyes ei^pressive of the same) as they had not the op- 
portunity of preserving hii life; he being a man greatly 
esteemed amongst the natives for his courteous behaviour. 

Before I proceed any farther, I would relate the behaviour 
of our cooper and a black, whom we named Adam. When 
the ship was sailing over the bar, Adam had planned the cut- 
ling off* the ship's company, which, when perceived by the 
other slaves, they joined the mutiny, and on a sudden rose 
and seised the cook, and threw him into the furnace of boiling 
rice ; they likewise attacked the boatswain, took, from htm bui 
knife, and stabbed him in several parts of >the body, and threw, 
bim overboard. Wells, the cooper, hearing the distnrbam?^ 
came up out of the hold, upon which Adam alio seized .him; 
but the cooper said to him, ''Adam,, you no savee me> tqffi4§ 
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you mini.'" The English of 'which if?, "Dcfn't 5^u know I 
often give you water?'' Adam then said to him, " Tossuc 
coopery," which is, "Get out of the* way/' The cooper theit 
gqt over t^e quarter-deck bulk-head to the arms chest, took op 
a loaded pistol, and shot Adam through- the head ; the other 
[Slaves, at seeing their champion dead, ran all down between 
decks, were closely confined, and admirably well secured, to 
prevent a second massacre ; and as the captain lay dangerous- 
ly ill, and only five men able to work the ship, we, with the 
greatest and most elaborate toi>, reached the West Indies in 
three weeks. — Upon the ship's arrival there, the owner of her 
made the cooper a present of sixty pounds for his services on 
board her at the* time of those assassinations. I would agaia 
observe, before I return to Capt. Roach, -while we lay at Ctl-. 
labar, and just previous to our sailing, the captain sent me on 
shore armed, with two men, to what is called, ^ Enforcement 
of trfide." Accordingly I wentOA shore, witlh a cutlass by 
my side, and in my hands, two loaded pistols. When I arrived 
at the top of the hilli I heard, an. unconimoa ahjrieking of wo- 
men, and as I drew near a division of houses I saw what 
(through curiosity)! had* long wished to see, namely, Egbo, a 
native, in a fine silk grass meshed \uet, so curiously made to 
fit him, that nothing but his hands and feet appeared ; the net 
ended with a fringe, not unlike ruffles. This man is looked 
upon as both God and devil, and all stand in the most profound 
awe of him> from the highest to the lowest. 

I stood still to see the sequel of his caprice, and observed 
that in his hand he had a green bough, wherewith he was 
whipping the women'^ posteriors, as they went naked, and 
chasMUg tbera out of one house into another ; and. as they were 
eikceed'ingly terrified, and considered it a heavy curse when 
£^0 str^cV them, therefore they fled from him as we -would 
flee froim hdl-ilames. However, when he had satisfied him- 
self -by la&hing the poor women, be-. came out through (he 
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middle of the conrt, and through the meshes of his net, I wat 
diacoTered by hini. Presentjy'he advaticed towards me, with 
fill purpose to let fne also feel the weight of his green bough ; 
upon which I instantly drew my hanger, with a resolution to 
cut off his head. He then ran away, and I saw him no more.' 
Afterwards I was visited by some of the chief men in the town, 
•aying, ** Bacareati, you no fear Egbo f" I replied, •*'Not T, 
and that if be bad offered to strike me I would have cut hit 
head off." At which answer they could not help laughing 
heartily, and then retil^d.- ' • 

' I Rour return to continue the thread of niy acc<}unt of Capt. 
Roiach, and the further particulars of my voyage to Jamaica. 
My- reader may* observe, that I left the description of our pro- 
ceedings upon Old CaUabar, at odr captain losing the use of 
hiilimbs; at le^gih he found the poison to work fatally upon 
hiin, so that heVas reduced to an'inabrility of helping himself. 
The whcfle burthen then fell on my h^nds, nor wodld he suflTer 
any other to a|[>proach him. I conducted myself in the dis- 
agreeable funiction tolerably well, till we anchored under St. 
Thomas's 'forty on a Portuguese island, lying about three hun- 
dred ^miles to the westward of the Coast of Africa, where Capt. 
Roach directed me to. sell the surplus of cargo, after purchas- 
iDJg the guinea slaves,. &c. I went accordingly on shore with 
the remaining part of the cargo to the-^^crivan's house. The 
governor's principal clerk bartered vMith me for gold-dust, 
broken and damaged jewels, rings, &c. which amounted to 
ihesom of six hundred and thirty pounds: He put it into a 
very curiously-made bag, the better to enable me to keep it se- 
cure. I took the aforesaid sum in my right-hand, and as I 
waa walking deliberately dpwn to the beach, swinging it back- 
.i^Ards and forwards, a little black boy came behind me^ 
AnaM^hed the b^ of gold out of my hand, and fled out of sight 
befote I could well look round me. Here I was left in the ut- 
most consternation at so great a loss ; but in a few minutes to 
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my unspeakable satisfaction^ I per€ei?ed the Scrivao^ from 
whom I had received the gold, hastening down upon the beach 
with the bag in his hand, who had met the boy flying up tho 
town with it. He then gave me the bag and inoney, and Baid> 
'' Sir> be more careful of your property for the future, especu-y 
^lly wheQ you are in a strange country/' I was inconceivably 
thankful, and am ready to affirm^ that this Portuguese was 
actuated with stronger principles of honour (especially in this 
instance to a stranger) ths^^ thousands of my countrymen wo^ld 
have been to a native of their own CQtintry. 

By this time o^r captain grew vvorae, and one day with bis 
stool came several large clots of blood from him^ one of which 
resembled a fowl's kidney, and the bulk was nearly equal to 
that of a pigeon's egg. When I informed the captain thiireof, 
be lifted up his eyes and h^nds (f hope his he^ too) to hea* 
ven, repeating these words, " Lord Jesds, receive mj^ spirit.'^ 
From this time he voided larger clots of blood, so that it was 
computed two or three and thirty pouifids of blood had been 
discharged from him at v^ioi;u3 times. He strictly charged, the 
surgeon to open him when.dead, for the satisfaciipn of his wifQ. 
Be soon after made his exit, and upon his body's dissection^ 
the surgeon pointed out to us the mystery of the poison, and 
its operation ; likewise the cause of his voiding such quantities 
of blood, which was in consequence of the veins across his 
stomach being cut by the poison, into live hi^ndred pieces. He 
was then sew^ed up in his hammock, with a bag of ballast 
fastejoied to his feet, and committed to the great deep; and I 
firmly believe he had all hb sufferings here. 

Various occurrences happened in the ship during the cap- 
tain's illness, but I shall particularly remark only the circum- 
stance of one, which^ I apprehend, was rather of an ominous 
•nature. Every day, in the course of his weakness in body^ he 
made repeated eiforts to reach the cabin windows, in order to 
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receive the cooling aii"^ and at whatever time he looked in 
the water, a devil fish was regularly swimming at the stern of 
the ship ; he did not appear to be a fish of prey, but his 
breadth from fin to fin was about twenty-eight feet, and in 
length about seven or eight, with a wide tail, and two ivory 
horns in front. He followed the ship, to our best calculation, 
near eighteen hundred miles ; nor was it remembered by any 
of the ship's crew that a fish of that nature had made its ap- 
pearance in the course of any of their voyages. Perpetual at- 
tempts to destroy or catch this monster was made, by the 
fastening a thick rope round the body of a dead negro, and 
casting him overboard, but it was ineflTectual ; the fish swam 
close under our stern, got his horns entangled in the rope, 
tinder-run it to the end, and then tossed his refused prey seve- 
ral yards above the water. When the captain died he forsook 
the ship, and we saw him no morew 

Our chief-mate, Jame^ Seabons, on the death of Capt. w 
Boach, undertook the cominand of the ship, and after a short 
passage of a few days she slrrived at Jamaica. While we were 
lying at moorings, and tarrying in the harbour for a freight, 
the ship was over-run with rats, and, by our judgment, there 
were thousands on board ; this we deemed an ill omen, which 
indeed proved so in a short space of time. When the ship 
sailed from Jamaica, we had a difficult task to steer through 
*the windward passage ; but at length we weathered the east 
end of Jamaica, and directed a steady course between that 
and Hispaniola, and the east end of Cuba. About three o'clock 
in the afternoon, having a fair wind, by which the ship was 
scudding eleven or twelve miles an hour, we suddenly disco- 
vered a very large sloop, close in shore, under Cape Nichola. 
Onr captain, being a young mariner, took her to be a New 
York sloop, bound for Jamaica. We instantly hauled up our 
courses and lay too ; but as she swiftly bore down upon us, our 
captain shonly found his mistake, as she proved to be a Spanish 
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Guarda la Costa« or, what was more redoubtable, a Spanish 
pirate. The enemy's vessel was exceedingly large, full of 
guns and men ; our captain was then very assiduous, and ex- 
erted himself to the utmost, in the means of saving the ship, 
but the men would neither fight nor ily ; so that the captain 
was constrained to surrender the ship, cargo and men, to the 
disposal of the enemy. 

When we were boarded, the Spanish sailors began to plun- 
der us, stripping and taking all away, from the captain down 
to the cabin-boy ; nor did they spare the cloaths on our backs, 
but in turn of tb«m clothed us with their filthy ragged frocks 
and drawers. They killed all our poultry, ^nd setiis to picker 
iug them ; put on the ship's large kettle, and boiled both fowls 
and ducks. They likewise took away, all our compasses, save 
two that had been spoiled with the rain on the Coast of Africa, 
In short, they took away every useful article, and lef^ us to- 
tally destitute of carpenter's, cooper's, and boatswain's tools. 
They then informed us, that, at eight o'clock the next morn- 
ing, every one of us, without distinction, partiality or reserve, 
should be hanged, and that without ceremony, and had also 
the barbarity to present to us the place and the scaffold erect- 
ed for that purpose, which was on .the platform under Cape 
Nichola ; and we had every reason to fear that they would have 
carried their designs into execution, had not the providence of 
God interposed, by making me the instrument of our deliver- 
ance therefrom. The happy circumstance was this; I fre- 
quently kept the ship's accounts in the captain's absence, aud 
was ordered to do so when he was removed on board the Spa- 
nish pirate. I ihen secured his gold watch, and deposited the 
same amongst the coals in the fore-peak, and brought our ship 
to an anchor close under the enemy's stern, where we remain- 
ed all night. 

When the enemy's under captain had discontinued his pluo- 
deridg, their principal, or Spanish commander, repaired on 
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botfitbe capttire^ 'md broagbt our master wiih faim^ m order 
to ^nid the eveniog bogether ; aftd in th« coune of their coo*** 
'venttioB, the Spanish captain (to my estreme grief and die^ 
appointment) asked captain Seaborn if he bad tftich a thing at 
a watch on board? He replied, "Sir, I had a gold watch om\ 
board, and a eilrer one, but I am afraid they are lost in the 
plunder :" However, the captain wiaely- asked iae if I knew 
whether it was stolen, or whether ! had taken care of it my*' 
self: if' I had, he said, it would be the sure means of saying^ 
our livesv I told him thai||§ had bid it in the fere^peakamongsl 
the coals. I was then directed to go and bring it; but one o§ 
the Spanish cemihQn seamen, knowing for what I was sent thi«> 
ther, followed me down the fure^scuttle, >aad when I had 
pocketed the watch, he took up a billet of wood, struck me ia 
blow on my left ear, which stunned me, and then took the 
watch from out of my pocket. Notwithstanding my inseusiw 
hiiity I cooM take particular notice of the fell6w, that if I 
survived 'the blow he* m4ght be apprehended. In about twenty 
minutes I came to myself, went and informed our captain ot 
what had happened, who asked me if I knew the man again? 
I told him he was leaning with his lef^-arm on the shlp^s gun** 
Ml'; He then informed the Spanish captain of k, whowenS 
with me to the man, aad demanded the watch. The dastardly 
fellow went on his knees, and surrendered it, and was- after** 
wards, with all his plundering companions, by the ccHnmand 
of their captain, dismissed fh>m our ship, and sent on board 
their own. They all returned to their own vessel in launches | 
and after their captain had discoursed with out's about the 
space of forty minutes, he returned on hoard his own ship 
likewise. 

We still remained in a state of anxiety in respect to our 
destiny ; but at eight o'clock the next morning a decision took 
place, by the Spanish captain hailing our ship, and desiring us 
to weigh anchor, and direct our imniediate course for England; 
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The uncommon joy which this reprieve produced in the hearts 
of every sailor on board our ship; was infinitely beyond what* 
I am able to describe in this narrative. Each of us danced^- 
sjcipped aq4 jumped about, from one end of the ship to the: 
oAhe?, insomuch thait several sailors were quite fatigued, and an; 
iit4;er .stop was made to bur necessary duty. But when this ex- 
stacy.iwlis subsided, and the ship's company more composed, 
we imihediately hove a- head,, weighed anchor with great plea-» 
sure, maide sail with a favourable breeze, and, -in the space. of 
|wo hours, left the. land seven leajpes, a-'Sterii. My reader 
will remember, that the ship's company was threatened with: 
execution the morning of the reprieve, therefore -the irresist- 
ible joy we all experienced may be easily accounted for. 
However, .greater misfortunes and cross providences were yet 
^,^op:)e, for the^tjiircj day after our escape from the pirate, by. 
the oiBcers. observation and the ship's reckoning, we appre- 
heiided that the vessel, was no great distance from Crooked 
Island; there fc^e a diligent look-out. wa3 ordered to b^^kept. 
Preqisj^ly at ten o'clock, P. M. the centinel called oi|t. to the^ 
man at ^|)e wheel, ^nd begged him instantly to put. .tbe,,heltuy 
bard, at lee, as there were fifty sail of ships on theil^e-bow aC 
BO great distanipe. f We were at that time scudding, w'ftb :thi) 
wind quarterly (all our steering-sails set) at the rate. of twelve 
or thirteen. miles; a,)i bour. The ship quickly answered her 
b^lm, but haying such a croud of Js^il upon her, and the mari- 
l^ers not being sufficiently active to haul them doVvn at so short 
a, notice,. we found; th^t, instead of shipping. We were sur- 
rounded' With dreadful breakers on. a reef of .rocks, and so 
very steep ;.'Witlpial, that when: the ship's sterA tended round, 
any person could have jumped off the ship's tafferel' upbn 
them. Having so exceeding swift a way through the water, 
she (jreyv.a littl^ off from the rocks ; yet, by r^^son of* her 
piissing stays,, she fell off again, and the first. blow she struck, 
ajpr,pj.pcted^part of a rock went tbrough her bottom, and in a 
fejy n^fnptes the vvhok ship vvasfuHof water. By the deep- 
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sea-line we found that her stern lay in eighty fathoms, and had 
she not been held hat by this rock> every one on board mnst 
inevitably have perished. 

In the midst of those sufifSring seasons, we all experiment- 
ally knew the merciful hand of Almighty God was over us ; for 
if the ship had not struck on the spot where she providentially 
did, it would have been an utter impossibility for any one on 
board to have reached the land, as we afterwards found there 
was no passage through the reef, except that part whereon the 
vessel was wrecked. Seeing no prospect of ever securing the 
least part of her hull, we used all diligence at every possible 
opportunity to save part of her cargo. We speedily hoisted 
out our long-boat, and stowed several bags of bread thereiut 
together with an old fore-saiJ, wherewith we intended to make 
a tent on shore ; but the boat being exceedingly rotten, with 
many leaks in her bottom, and having no tools on board to stop 
them before we could reach the landing-place, to our mortifi- 
cation the boat sunk to the gunnel, and totally spoiled all our 
bread ; yet, by the assistance of the Almighty, we all escaped 
•'to land with the fore-sail, with which, and the help of two 
long poles, we erected a small tent for the purpose of keeping 
bff the insufierable heat, and scorching influence of the sun. 

When the evening approached, the captain directed us to 
run the yawl backwards and forwards from the east to west, 
parts of the island, in order to discover the town or inhabitants 
(if any) whereby to obtain some refreshment; but, after hav- 
ing spent eight hours in that hazardous excursion, we perceived 
that the island was totally uninhabited. Here another fresh 
scene of distress presented itself. As we could get no provi- 
sion, from the ship, we were determined to search the island 
for both food and water ; we did so, but without success ; nor 
was the land productive of any animal or vegetable species, 
but an abundance of land crabs and shell fish. These evideat 
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inafks of deyioUiion and barrenness gave birth to Tari^Ht re* 
gources, ia order to support life ; and accordingly tbr^ or 
four of us were compelled by the captain to venture oura^Wes 
naked into the sea^ and swim on board the ship (if possible) 
fpr the purpose of getting such wiater as was not spoilt ; and, 
notwithstanding the wreck lay full two miles from the shorc^ 
yet we effected our purpose in a short time. 

Having hoisted out three casks of fresh water^ we left idem 
to be driven on shore by the strength of a constant sea-breath 
and the waves together, whichi in the sps^ce of ten miootes^ 
sent them so near the land, as to be rolled up the btach by our 
seamen on shore. My leaders may be surprised at our swim* 
roing two miles upon a stretch ; but lei it be observed, that 
there were many small rocks lying between the shore and the 
^ip, so that when we were almost wearied out, they served ua 
for resting places; though, truly, we never quitted these rocks^ 
but at the immediate hazard of our lives, seeing there were a 
multiplicity of sharks and alligators perpctuall)^ sporting 
throughout the bay. I perfectly well remember to have seea 
three sharks divide a man's body in the harbour of St. Tomay, 
4n the coast of Africa ; the first seized one of his hihd-quar* 
terSi and wrenched it off at the first shake ; a second attacked 
the other hind-quarter, and took that away likewise; when a 
thircl furiously attacked the remainder of the body, and greedi- 
ly devoured the whole thereof. 

I was subject to many dreadful apprehensions in the perform* 
ance of my exploitsi least a circumstance of this kind should 
befal me likewise* but the Lord was ray sure protector. After 
we had weatheied three weeks in this deplorable situation, and 
exposed to the malignancy of the inclement atmosphere, the 
noseheitosi, like swarms of bees, discovered onr persons, and 
pierced our flesh severely with their poisonous stings, inas- 
much ihat we wjere all necessitated to bury oorselves in the 
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saDd^ even our hands and faces (clearing only onr months anj 
nostrils at certain times, for the admittance of air and dtscfaarg^ 
•f breath) or we shonld certainly have been stnng to death. 

Oar captain then asked who would undertake to proce^ 
with him towards the N. W. part of the island, as he conceived 
that would be the only means of finding a remedy. I readily 
complied with his proposal, and jumped into the boat, accom* 
panied by four others and the captain ; and npon oar leaving 
the island we left those troublesome companions the insects. 
Here it may be well to observe the goodness of God in sending 
these insects to drive us out to sea. Our captain being inclined 
to run round the island, in order to make what diacoveries he 
could, we sailed about thirty miles round to the S. W. where 
we found a fine bay. As the boat (having but a light breeze) 
imperceptibly advanced to the land, we discerned several Fle- 
mingo birds, and as they were a fowl of .the first magnitode;, 
we all imagined that they were some persons who inhabited the 
place ; but when we arrived at the rocks we foand our mistake^ 
and were under the necessity of revisiting that truly ilisagre^ 
able reef of rocks, whereon oar ship wag cast away. 

Upon our approach to the shore several of oar people, with 
over-joy, desired us to run out to sea, as there was a vessel in 
the Offing. The captain immediately steered throagh the gut, 
and we happily met her about half a mile from the wreck of 
oqr^slup. When we came near to the stranger, the seamen 
presented loaded blunderbusses at us, and told us to keep ofif^ 
or they would certainly fire upon us. We begged to inform 
them that we were in great distress, our ship being lost on the 
reef of rocks, and that the remainder of our people were en 
shore in a tent. Their captain then, with some warmth, de* 
<;lared, if we did not keep our boat at a greater distance from 
■their ^hip, he would discharge a six-pounder at us, and send 
both yawl and men to the bottom. He likewise asserted, that 
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we were pirates^ that our ship was not lost^ but riding at an 
anchor; and that we had no authority to lay in those uninha- 
bited parts of the world. We expostulated with the captain .a 
considerable time^ and at length he permitted us to repair on 
boards ' ' ' '"> 

I ■ 

. ' . ' • . . ' . 

Whea we had done so^ the captain* whose name was Cabei 
Bean^ r^n, close in shore^ embarked the remainder of our dis- 
tressed companions by the assistance of their yawl, and, after 
having interrogated them respecting their catastrophe, be 
ioiUnd that our relation was strictly true. 

. As we had many valuables on board, which we supposed 
had received no damage, the vessel (which v¥as called the Pa* 
tomack sloop) stoold off and on till, with their boats and our 
yawl, we had saved goods to the amount of twelve hundred 
.pounds, in anchors, cables, rigging, rum, pimento, - cotton, 
&c. and as the vessel had nothing on board but ballast, tt was 
more adapted to receive the spoilt goods ; while we were thus 
employed, a large turtle boat, from Virginia, hove in sight ; 
the master's name was Sims, a Mulatto, he likewise lent us the 
assistance of his boat and crew in recovering the spoils of our 
cargo. After we had saved every thing within the reach of 
possibility, Sims, the Mulatto, took three or four of us, with 
the two captains, round to the N. side of the island, in order 
to instruct us in the mystery of fish catching, so that we might 
in some degree alleviate our distresses, if we should at any fu- 
ture period fall into the like situation. Accordingly we saile^ 
up a salt-water river, where were plenty of mullets, and a 
young chicken turtle ; and as the water in this region was 
apiazingly shallow^ not more than two feet, we chased those 
jfish backwards and forwards till we chased them out of breath, 
and withal, into about six inches water, which opportunity we 
nimbly embraced, in falling flat upon our breasts, and catch- 
ing them without any tackle. 
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'' We secured the chicken turtle after the same manner; and 
hastened to Terra-firma, with a design to cook all our acqui- 
sitions; and notwithstanding we could get neither fire or can* 
die, yet Mr. Sims produced a tinder-box, and striking fire to 
the tinder, applied a small piece thereof to some dry grass, 
gave it a few shakes into the air, till it was kindled'into a, sub- 
stantial fire. We then barbaqued the young turtle, and boiled 
a mullet. Still we were at a loss to obtain fresh, water, aii4 
asked Mr. Sims if he could procure us any. He only scratch- 
ed and troubled the sand' rather above high-water mark] and, 
to our astonishment, the fresh water sprung up.- After we had 
regaled ourselves, captain Sims conveyed us from that region, 
in his turtle-boat, to the reef of rocks, whereon our ship was 
cast away. By this time the seamen of captain Bean^a^Pota- 
mack had well nigh equipped her, and tairried only for the re- 
turn of their passengers. 
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• When we were all on board, the liberaf captain openly dis- 
tributed all and every part of the proceeds of said cargo among 
the sailors belonging to the wreck, and then dii'ected his 
course towards Boston, in New-England. About three weeks 
after our departure from the desolate island, early one morn- 
ing, we discovered the Gay-Head of St. Matthias's vine yard, 
«o called from its appearance in a variety of colours, with a 
reef of rocks, not more than half a mile a-stem of us. We 
'came to anchor about eight o'clock in the evening, with a fine 
pleasant weather ; but at ten P. M. a tremendous storm arose, 

• • • • 

•^hifch caused the sea to roar dreadfully, and run mountains 
'high. ' . 

r 

Precisely at tweke o'clock, a^ I had the watch upon deck, ♦ 
a very heavy sea broke against our bow, which strained the 
ship exceedingly : I hastily ran to the companion hatchway to 
call another upon the guard, but suspecting the violent sea to 
have had a dangerous tendency oh the ship^ went immediately 
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tb the deep-sea lead, took and. hove it over the stem^ to ju^e 
whether she was riding safe at her anchors or not, bnt foainl 
the lead was under her bottom. I ran to the hatchway, called 
all handsy and informed them the vessel was adrift. 

- Captain Bean, of the sloop, said, in a very solemn manver, 
** Then the Lord have mercy on our souls, we are every 'ona 
lost;'' and immediately the vessel came down with snch ve* 
hemency npon the rocks» that when the waves returned, they 
were high even up to otrr gunnel above the water, th« ste 
driving as upon them with such a power, that nothing but the 
omnipotence of God could have preserved us from tbe immi-i 
Bent danger. The sea still continued with the utmost rapidky, 
and followed us like foiling mountains even to the beafek, 
which dashed the aloop. so violently upon and against the 
rocks, that we entertained no other ideas of the conaeqinnce; 
but thatyshe would be broke in a thousand pieces. In this si- 
tuation I pulled off my frock and drawers, which [was all the* 
Spaniards had left me, and all the covering I had in the world ; 
the Qext wave that attacked us, washed them overboard^ an<) 
left me completely destitute of cloathing of any kind wbat« 
ever : nor was it in the power of any person on board to afford 
;ne any kind of relief. However, when we were up#n tbe 
deck, I proposed to three more on board that could swim tolev- 
§b}y well, to plunge ourselves overboard, and attempt to gfttis 
the sborej persuaded that, if this plan could be effected^ a 
method might be taken to save the lives of those o^ boar^ 
«yfhp otherwise must have been drowned. Accordingly ff^r 4ki 
us cast ourselves overboard, and endeavoured to swijoi on 
shore ; but in the attempt we were carried backwards out of 
our depths by a raging surf; i^or could we. get firm footing on 
.the sandy beach till the wave had spent itself. At length, 
^s^ft^r having pur bodies daqgerously hurt, and driven about by 
every .succeeding wave, we got safe on shore, and hailed th^ 
.others, on board .the wreck. to se.nd a rope on shore, in ordejcta 
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hanl them one by one to land. They did so, and we rescued 
erery poor distressed companion of cur's from the remorseless 
deep. After thisy they unanimouflly consented to travel a Ht** 
tW viray into the country, and almost compelled me to go with 
them, naked as I was; but I Tery reluctantly declined it» 
owing to shame and confusion ; and while the others were 
ransacking the island in quest of provisions, &c» I was solitarily; 
bewailing my deplorable and hapless state between two small 
rocks^ and alnioat starved with hunger and cold. At seven, 
o'clock in the evening, it being dusk, one of our men came 
running towardt me, and compelled me to go to a tavern with 
him, which was at the distance of seven miles. I asked him 
if he had brought me any thing to cover me. He replied. 
No s but that there was speedy help for it. I readily compli* 
ed with his desires, but with much difficulty reached the ta- 
vern at midnight. The messenger went in, and informed the 
host of my case, who brought me out a pair of red breeches^ 
which was all. he had left after supplying the rest. 

4 

Ehenezer AUen^ governor of the island, and who dwelt 
about six miles from the tavern, hearing of our distress, made 
all possible haste to relieve us ; and when he arrived at the ta- 
Tern (accompanied by his two eldest sons) he took captain 
Seaborn^ his black servant, Joseph and myself, through parti« 
ality, and escorted us home to his own house. Between eleven 
and twelve at night we reached the governor's mansion. All 
of us ashamed to be seen, would fain have hid ourselves in 
any dai^hole or corner, as it was a truly magnificent build* 
ing, wifQ wings on each side thereof; but, to our astonish* 
pent I we were received into the great parlour, where were 
sitting by the fire*side two fine portly ladies attending the spit, 
which was burthened with a heavy quarter of house lamb. 

Observing a large mahogany table to be spread with a fine 
damask cloth, and every knife, fork and plate^ to be laid in e 
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gISDteel mode^ I was apt>reh^n&ive thatt it was idteaded fdr the 
entertainment of some persons of note and distinction ; or, at 
leasts for a family supper. In a short time the joint was taken 
up and laid on the table, yet nobody sat down to eat^; and as ' 
wb were almost hid in one corner of the room, the ladies tdrn-* 
ed round and said, ** Foot men, why don't you conie to 8op-> 
per?" I replied, '' Madam,' we haEd no idea that it was pre*" 
pared for as!'' The ladies tb^n intreated us to eat without any^ 
kind of fear .of them, assuring, us that it wa» prepared for none 
others; and none of us having; eaten any thing £or near six*** 
and-thirty hours before, we pi(iked the bones of the whole* 
quarters to whieh we had plenty of rich good cyder to drinkV 
Afber supper we' went to bed;: and enjoyed so profotind a 
sleep^ that the next .morning it was -difficult for the old' gen- 
tleman to awake us. ^ 

r 

The fdlowing day I became a partaker of several second* 
hand garments, and as I was happily possessed of 'k^iiitle 
learning, it caused me to be more abundantly caressed by the 
whole family, aiid therefore' I ''faired sumptikxisfy everyday/* 
This unexpected change of circumstance and diet, I undotibt* 
edly e)cperienC6d in a very, uncommon manner; but as I wa^ 
strfc^' trained up a CliQrehman, and could not support iM 
ideaof a Dissenter (although^ Gk>d knows, I had' well nigh by^ 

^ this time dissented from all that was truly good) this proved *a* 
bar to my promotion,* and my strong * propensity to sail 'for 
England, to see my mother, prevented my acceptance of iibL 
greatest offer I eittr received in my life before ; for jd^^ th^ 
day came that we were to quit the island, and to cross thd 
Sound over to a town callied Sandwich (on the Main Conti- 
nent) the young esquiretdok me apart from my associate^ and 
earnestly intreated me td tarry w4th them; sayings that if T 

. would accede to their proposals, nothing should be lacking to 
render my situation equivaletitwtjth th&tof the'family. 
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As there were very few white men on the islancjj I was fixed 
iipon (if willing) to espouse one of the governor's daughters : 
I have heen informed that the governor was immensely rich« 
haying on the island two thousand head of cattle^ and twenty 
thousand sheep^ and every acre of land thereon belonging to 
liimself. However^ I could not be. prevailed upon to accept 
th^ offer ; therefore the governor furnished us with forty shil- 
lings each, and gave us a pass over to the town of Sandwich. 
Upon our arrival there, we waited on a Mr. Silas Bourn, jus- 
tice of the peace, who treated us courteously, ordered us to 
sign our names to a certain document, which he purposed tfi 
transmit over a large canal to the keeper of a taverr^ whereby 
we could have every thing we wished for. 

Afler taking our leaye of justice Bourn, we set out for jpiy* 
mouth, which, we were informed, was the first spot whereon 
the Americans landed when they first went ofer to inhabit 
those parts of the wodd. It appeared a low mean place, with 
only a small spired meeting-house » which they built, and co- 
vered in with shingles before they had raised one dwelling- 
hpuse : Such was their zeal for the glory of God ! We passed 
,throu|^h this tract of land without a main road to.guide.us, till 
,we came to ^. wood. The woods in this part of the world are 
no .ways similar to those in England with bpars .^nd thorjjs; 
.bi^t ar^ variegated with nupaberless rows of tall pines, vv^^ich 
naturally grow at a tolerable distance from one another, so that 
.they bear .a gre^iter resemblance to a geiitleman's park, and , 
form. a beautiful appearance. We continued travelling till jt 
began jo, grow dark, and finding no house in our way since we 
left Plymouth, v^e q'oacluded that we must pitch our tent i^ 
^he woods all night. However, at about seven o'clock, we 

Ill ' I ** * 

.fell in with a small public-house. After we had supped, I 
craved" the hospitality of a^ old Englishman in providing a bed 
for each ot us; but he v^ry roiighly exprest his disapprobation 
thereoi; ^eein^ we were intire strangers, 
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As we were jast about to commence oor nocturnal jouraey, 
a poor woman ran up to us, and insisted upon our returning to 
her quarters, where we should be hospitably accommodated 
with every thing that was suitable to our situation for that 
night. This being the first of November, and the winter in 
that southern hemisphere being just set in, we were, whilst 
by the fire, almost burnt on one side, but nearly frozen on the 
ether. As soon as day-light appeared we arose, took our leave 
of the old woman, after returning her many thanks, set out 
tipon our journey, and at half past eleven, A. M. we all reach- 
^ the beautiful town of Hanover. Here the buildings and 
silructures (from one end thereof to the other) wejre truly mag- 
nificent and handsome. The inhabitants were really polite, 
wealthy, and of a beautiful complexion, mien and deport- 
ment. 

At the north west part of the town was a very fine road, 
which extended itself to the seashore. In the center of whic& 
road stands a stately church, very aptly situated for the pur- 
pose of travellers, who frequently have recourse thereto, and 
intermit their journey on Sabbaith-days. One Sunday; as my 
'^oisfpanions and self were crossing the church-yard at the 
tiifie of divine service, a well drest gentleman came out of the 
church, and said to us, ^ Gentlemen, we do not suffer any 
pierson in this country to travel on the Lord's-day." We gave 
him to tiniderstand, that it was necessity which constrained us 
'to walk that way, as we were all ishipwrecked on St. Martifi's 
'Vineyard, and were journeying to Boston. The gentleniaii 
was still dissatisfied, but'quitted our company, and vrlint into 
^the church. " VThen we had gone ai little farther, a large white 
Abuse' proved the object of our attention ; the door being wide 
open, we reasonably imagined, it was not in ani unguarded 
'state, without servants of dthers ; but as we all wi^nt fnto the 
kitchen, nobody appeared to be within, nor was therei an in- 
dividual either above or below. However, I advised my com- 
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paiiiont to tarry in the house until some person or other sSoitId 
arrive. They did so, and in a short time aflerwards two ladiel 
richly dresti with a footman following them, came in thronglk 
the kttohen, and notwithstanding they earned round and savr 
US (who in so dirty and disagreeable a garb and app6arance» 
might have terrified them exceedingly) yet neither of theb^ 
was observed to take any notice of us, nor did either of therii 
ask us any questions, tcmcbiogthe cause of so great an intni^ 

sion. 

' 111 

About aqoarter of an hour afterwardsa footman entered thfe 
kitchen wkh the cloth, and a large two^qnart siWer tankard 
full of rich cyder; also a loaf and cheese, but we not know*- 
ing it was preparc^d fbr.us, did not attempt to partake thereof. 
At length the ladies, coming into the kitchen, and viewing oft 
in our fbrmer po^on, desired to know the reason of ountna* 
lady, seeing we were not refreahin^ ourselves ; Whereupon t 
urged the otherf to join with me in the acceptance of so hospt* 
table a proposal. A'fter this the ladies commenced a famiKar 
enquiry into our situation. I gave them as particular an ac- 
count of every recent vicissitude that befel us, as I was cs(« 
.pable of, with a genuine relation of our being shipwrecked, 
and the sole reasons of our travelling in that country. Like« 
wise begged they would excuse our impertinence, . as they 
were already informed of the cause. 

We then were emboldened to ask the ladies if they couM 
furnish us with a lodging that evening. They replied, it was 
uncertain whether our wishes could be compleated tlitre; but 
that if. we proceeded (tomewhat farther, we should, dofobtleai, 
be entertained, and genteelly accommodated by their brother, 
a* qudier^ whose house- was not more than the distance of 
seven miles. We thanked the ladies, and set forward, and at 
about eight o'clock arrived at their brother's house. Fatigued 
with^our journey,' we hastened into the parlour, and delrvertfd 
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eormcttagc ; wbereupoo a geotleisaii qokkiy. gare wa. 4o luu 
dentaod, by hu free and liberal condoct, that be iras the 
yiaker referred to by the aforesaid ladies, vbo (total strangers 
as we were) used as witk a« degree of hospitality^ impossible 
to be,€xceed^. Indeed, I could ¥enture to say, that the ac- 
/BoaunodaUQP* we met with at this q^aker's house («eeing tliey 
jweit iippartfcd ions iprith such afiectipnate sympathy) greatly 
JfPflWpigheA (hose i^Q fb(nier)y experienced. 

Aft^r our banqaet, the gentleman took ns np into a fine spa- 
ci^08.^hed-clp^imber« with , desirable bedding, and very oast ly 
^ints cortains. We enjoyed a sonnd night's jest, arpse Jie- 
tween seven, and eigh| the next morning, and were enteitained 
with a good break fast; reUumed mai^y thanks for. his unres- 
trained friendship and libentlity, and departed therefrpm fiiOy 
j^nrposed to direct oar cpnrse for Boston, which was not more 
^haoi seven i)i^les.faitl|er. Here all the land was strewed with 
jilenty ; thfsir orchards was replete with apple-trees and pears. 
.They had cyder prftsses in the center ef their orchards, and 
great quantities of, neat cyder, ai|d any person might become 
^ partaker therepf for;the mere .trouble of asking. We soon 
pj^terpd^^oMon,. a commodious, beautiful city, with seventeen 
.^red meeting^, the^ D^ss^n^og religion being then established 
'^ 1^^ P^ .9^:. ^M 'y^9F^^' I resided here foe the sp^ce of £»^r 
months, and lodged with captain Seaborn, at deacon Tawna- 

ends, deacon of the north meeting, by trade a blacksmith. 

. ..... • 

.-Jiottiing w^SyVif^pting duf^ipg our cqntinuance there, but* an 
Mic f^9fftrary,. aQlfiftnce^flowed in^pon the ifibabitants fboin. all 
«|HirMi#f- t|ie cpBjtip^ntf J.^e^d.not give^ai^y desci;ip|laqn,.9f 
,jBa9t^n,.^.,Vy tl^ tji^e tfie town, (E^ppjine^e, situation, ^c. 
'jare.aJmp^ univ^i^Iy^known to^very.kiagdpm of £ui;{>De. 
^|Iej^e I ^hall.^fily^n^;^ a few Oib|5erya^Qns, totichij^g the^^^re 
|.^pd di;|positioi},pf'.tbjf inhabitants of that city. T,heir behavi- 
our^ ft)togethei;.^)Q{iabIe, as peace-makers ; ^d, ^(^e^ are^na- 
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tcirally blessed with humane inclinations^ together with sudi^* 
strict order and loeconomy, as I never before observed ; nor do 
I ever remember to have heard one oath uttered, or the name 
of the Lord mentioned, save upon a religious occasion, dUrikig 
the four months I tarried at that place ; nor is there one lewd 
house suffered in the whole town, or any Sabbath-breaking. 
it was a pleasure to buy and sell among them, because I never 
f6und an individual throughout their fraternity guilty of extor*' 
tion. Would to God I could say this of the inhat>itants of 
Great Bi^itain ! 

Upon the arrival (at Boston) of all our seamen/ they were 
strongly recommended by the natives to sue for the salvage of 
their goods and properties, which were fortunately saved out 
of the ship Scipio; but captain Clark refused to make us any 
satisfaction, as his vessel was wrecked by waiting to take us 
up. Upon this circumstance, a certain gentleman of that 
city, undertook our cause, and commenced an action against 
captain Clark in the Admiralty-court. The defendant stood 
the trial, which was maintained by judge Byfield, an elderly 
gentleman ; and after a hearing of about half an hour, the 
judge addressed captain Clark, told him to look upon us as ob- 
jects of distress, and asked him, if he thought We had not suf- 
fered sufficiently already. He therefore said, as they saved 
the cargo of their o'wn vessel, I hereby decree, that they 
shall all, without ^ny kind of restraint, receive double salvage. 
Then, to our astonishment, captain Clark, though ddemed by 
the inhabitants a covetous and avaricious character, answered 
the judge with a chearful accent, that it should be so ; and 
that he would, moreover, render to each of us a present of 
ten pounds currency, exclusive of our respective salvage. 
Thus ended our law-suit, and we had a sufficiency to fit us out 
with every necessary article for sea again. 

I embraced the first opportunity for that purpose, and vo- 
luntarily shipped myself on board the Allen, captain Dennis, 
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for Antigua, in the WesUlndies. I got my discharge there, » 
having a strong inclination to return to my native country. 
Accordingly I entered into an agreement with captain Skutt, 
then lying in the harbour of St. John's (the principal com- 
mercial town of Antigua) but as we were tarrying there, in. 
order to obtain a freight for England, there came on a very 
terrible hurricane ; and although it was excessively violent 
daring its continuance, and drove us out of the harbour into 
the Offing, yes we providentially sustained but very little da- 
mage ; and notwithstanding the ship was intirely unrigged, 
(save a jury foremast) yet, by the assistance of that, and the 
immediate providence of God, we reached, in the space of 
eight days, the harbour of St. John's again. When we had 
taken in part of our homeward-bound merchandize, the ship 
was, by virtue of a special document from the governor of 
said island, transmitted to the island of Montserratj about ten 
leagues to leeward of Antigua ; there, to procure the residue 
or our csCi'go, and finish the lading thereof. 

This island chiefly consists of numerous lofty and barren 
mountains, with an unnavigable harbour, rendered so by a 
multiplicity of small sharp-pointed rocks, several whereof, 
at ebb tide, are one, two, or more feet above the water. 
There is likewise a very mean and inconsiderate town, which 
inaintains little or no correspondence with others in the adja* 
cent islands : The name of this town is Basseterre, and it is 
|,ituated in view of the islands of Nevis, St. Christopher, and 
Gqadaloupe. Here another difficulty followed us, as vire 
we were necessitated to travel seven or eight miles over various 
rocks, and through many Tallies, in order to get fire-wood, 
called M anchanell ; which is one of the most beautiful trees 
probably in the known world, and bears an apple, the odours 
whereof are not unlike our English golden rennets, and of an 
equal form and size ; but it is one of the rankest poisons, root, 
body, brandies, leaves, and fruit, I remember when I first 
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went to Jamaica, at a place called Littleworth, one of those 
kind of trees was planted, which grew full of fruit, and spread 
its branches and leaves as wide as our great walnut-trees in 
England. I simply knocked down one of the apples, and igno* 
rant of the consequence, was going to eat it (as it was pleasing 
to the eye) when a black man, observing my heedless actions, 
ran with uncommon swiftness towards me, and in a cautious 
hurry, snatched it from my hand, giving me at the same time 
to understand, that if I had eaten it, all my teeth would have 
fallen out of my head, and that without any kind of remedy ; 
and further, he told me, that if any person was to stand under 
that tree in a shower of rain, the drops issuing therefrom, and 
falling on any part of the skin, would take it clearly off. As 
our men were cutting those trees for fire- wood at Montserrat, 
they had their eyes closed and swelled in so dreadful a manner, 
that we were apprehensive they never could retrieve their na- 
tural sight; but, I think, they severally recovered in a very 
short time. 

When the ship was completely ready for sailing wo weigh- 
ed our anchor, and sailed for Bristol, where we arrived after a 
seven weeks passage ; and, after a peaceable retirement for a 
few weeks, I shipped myself with captain James Seaborn, for 
a second voyage with him, in the ship Amoretta, for Old Cal- 
labar, on the Coast of Africa, and the island of Barbadoes, 
one of the Caribbe or West-Indian islands. Here I began to 
be preferred, being made gunner of the ship ; and when we 
were slaved the ship sailed for Barbadoes ; but was speedily 
ordered for South-Carolina, there to dispose of our slaves, 
which we did, to our satisfaction, in a few days, and were 
soon reladen ; then, without any delay, steered our course 
with a strong though delightful gale to the Bristol channel. 
Nothing remarkable occurred in the course of this voyage. Oa 
coming to England I betook myself to Barnstaple in Devon, 
where dwelt a brother of mine, who kept a genteel shop there. 

o 
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I coDtlnued with him for several days^ then repaired to Bristol 
again^ accompanied by my brother^ and from thence set off 
for London to visit my mother^ whom I had not seen for ten 
years past. My family being in low circumstances^ I was 
obliged to go again to sea^ and the first trip was in a coasting 
sloop to Wisbeach, with a captain John Heath. When I re- 
turned^ I shipped myself with captain Thomas Long> in the 
ship Ann and Judith^ for Antigua. When I had made this 
voyage also, I covenanted with captain Rogers for a voyage up 
the Mediterranean. His ship was laden with two hundred and 
eighty quarters of corn, upon charter-party, to three deliver- 
ing ports, viz. Marseilles, Genoa and Leghorn. In the course 
of this eastern voyage we sustained various hardships, which 
may particularly be attributed to the perverseness of our com- 
mander. We sailed from the Downs in the month of Janu- 
ary, 1733, after riding out and weathering many vehement 
storms in that sea. The whole fleet sailed down Channel with 
very promising weather ; but before we had made any pro- 
gress in our intended voyage, the wiud suddenly varied, and 
blew with such vehement rage, that the greater part of the 
fleet were scattered, and their sails blown and torn to atoms ; 
therefore such part thereof as could put back without danger 
returned to Spithead, while the others were dispersed abroad 
throughout the Channel, and driven over to the coast of 
France : But our captain, as before hinted, being an obstinate, 
though an experienced seaman, and the whole ship intirely 
his own, was determined to assume that unrestrained presump- 
tion, which othe'j: commanders more circumspectly declined. 
The consequence was, wewere beatingto windward for full five 
weeks incessantly, under reefed courses, the mountainous sea 
making continual breaches over the ship ; nor did the cook, or 
any of the seamen, during that time, dress any provisions ; 
neither had any of us the comfort of a dry thread upon our 
backs. One night in particular, the wind being at north- 
west, attacked us so violently^ that the ship was laid hatches 
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under watcr^ and the fore-scuttle^ where we came up> being 
unfortunately open^ every repeated sea poured itself down 
into the hold like floods^ insomuch that the ship was sunk very 
near two streaks in the water. The captain iKras at the same 
time cursings swearing and roaring, at the ship's company, 
like an infernal spirit; and had it not be^n through the dex- 
terous alacrity and nimbleness of a JoKn Stonehouse, one of 
our seamen, who ran up the weather main shrouds, and who 
secretly conveyed himself under wsuer to come at the lee- 
main-sbeet, and let it go (which, a&ahe main-sail was set, na- 
turally pressed the ship down to reeward) we must inevitably 
have foundered, and all hands, without relief, have perished. 
When the main-sheet was let fly, the main-sail went all to 
shivers, like a elap of thunder : the fore-sail then wore the 
ship round, and brought her starboard-side to the wind, which 
blew her upon an even keel. She lay for a long time like a 
log upon the waves, and having five feet water in her hold, 
Dve had immediate recourse to both pumps, and in about five 
hours cleared her, and proceeded on our voyage. But the ob- 
stinacy of the captain occasioned the loss of the cargo of 
wheat, not one single bushel being saved out of the whole 
lading ; and this considerable loss fell upon the consignors. 
As our fii'st port of delivery was Marseilles, in the south of 
France, down in the gulph of Lyons, in the Streights of Gib- 
raltar, we went thither, and offered to the consignees tliere 
the cargo; but they refused to accept thereof. This obliged 
us to carry it to Genoa, where it was Jikewise refused. From 
thence we steered up to Leghorn, and this being the last port 
of delivery, the iVei'^intor's correspondents were constrained 
to accept of it, good or bad, agreeable to charter. Whea 
our cargo was discharged, and our ship reladen, we departed 
for England. But before I proceed fo our passage for Fngland, 
I would take notice of some Qf those things which are worthy 
observation in that part of Italy wheve we were stationed. 

g2 
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And firsts I never remember to have seen a more splendidj 
magnificent^ and fertile country in the course of my life than 
this was. Here the warmest of my juvenile conceptions of 
foreign parts were in some measure realized ; and as at the 
early period of my life I had entertained many pleasing ideas 
of those places where the apostles^ with such holy zea)^ pro- 
pagated the Gospel in their travels, so I found a natural pro* 
pensity to satisfy myself with a clear view of every remarkable 
thing throughout the limits of my restriction while on shore. 
In one part of Genoa I observed two very lofty pillars of 
marble^ built upon so elevated a plan> as to be evidently per- 
ceptible from ships at the distance of twelve miles at sea. This 
is conjectured to be the gallows erected forMordecai the Jew, 
by the wicked contrivance of Haman, and which proved fatal 
to Haman himself. Two things more I shall notice in Genoa. 
The first is the image of a man, at the back part of a gentle- 
man's house, sculptured out of a solid rock, almost at the 
summit thereof, which appears to be precipitated therefrom^ 
with his head foremost, his arms extended, and the hair of his 
head hanging pendant considerably below his body, and his 
whole frame fixed on his right foot, through which a spring 
was conveyed, and ran throughout the body, so as to dis- 
charge drops of water from the tops of his fingers and hair* 
Here another surprising phoenomenon attracted my notice ; at 
the top of a passage that led me to the rock, I perceived the 
exact representation of a stout and corpulent man, descending 
from the rock, which seemed to threaten me with impending 
danger, therefore I nimbly fled out of its way, least in its fall 
I should be crushed to pieces : However, the statue remained 
firm in that surprising attitude. 

The next curiosity was a grand arched bridge, near a mile 
in length, with many spacious arches, and streets of houses 
(some of them four stories high) running under those arches. 
This bridge, as I have been informed, was constructed for the 
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better convenience of carriages passing from the city into the 
country, for supplying the remoter natives with the necessa- 
ries of life and commerce. The distance between every arch 
is sufficiently extensive to admit of twenty carriages abreast of 
each other. I likewise, in the course of my observations on 
this city, perceived that it was founded on a basis of seven 
bills, having a beautiful 'Change covered, and sky-lights fixed 
around, for the better conveniency of merchants to transact 
their negociations. 

At Leghorn I saw nothing interesting, or of a grand appeal 
ance, except the four brazen men, who are placed in a conspi- 
cuous situation round a pedestal. This was erected in honour 
of the duke of Genoa, who gloriously defeated four notorious 
pirates that frequently disturbed the Mediterranean, viz. a 
father and his three sons ; they were taken prisoners by the 
duke in a row galley, and their statues erected in brass around 
the pedestal, as a memorial ; and on another spot was placed 
the image of the duke standing upright, with a truncheon in 
his hand, and casting an air of contempt upon the four cap- 
tives, the space between these not exceeding half a dozen 
yards. In this place there are numerous gallies of \\ar, sup- 
ported by common prostitutes and strumpets tolerated by go- 
Ternment, who have a considerable part of the city allowed 
them, wherein they commit all manner of abominations. I do 
not ever remember to* have fallen in with a city or town, in 
ivhich impurity predominates over the inhabitants in so \U 
centions a manner as in the city of Leghorn ; nor is it pos- 
sible for either sex to forsake or renounce that horrid course of 
life, even though they should be ever so desirous, or convinced 
of the sin thereof. 

When the term of my liberty was elapsed, I repaired on 
board onr ship, and in a few days we sailed for England* 
When we arrived off the Isle of Wight^ a tender which lay 
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in the Channel to pr^ss the homeward bound seamen (a pro- 
ceeding derogatory to God and man) took our ship's crew, and 
after having been on board the tender rather upwards of a 
week, a division took place among the seamen ; one part was 
sent on board the Lenox of seventy guns, and the other part 
on board the Ipswich, of the same force. After lying at Spit- 
head ten months, under the weight of an arbitrary fellow of a 
lieutenant, I was removed on board the Phoenix, captain Trivii 
Caley, who was the complete gentleman and Christian, and 
one whose conduct was guided by the fear of God. He fre- 
quently encouraged religious discipline on board ; nor did he 
ever neglect to order his chaplain to attend his invalid seamen, 
at five o'clock in the rooming, both at Portsmouth and Gos« 
port, and would constantly visit every patient respectively, oa 
his knees, at their bedsides, with all the devotion becoming a 
Christian. Never was a commander so caressed by a ship's 
coippany as captain Caley, and his men were equally endear- 
ed to him. So intirely cautious was he before he spoke to any 
man on board, from the highest to the lowest, that he even 
drew the attention of strangers ; for my pait I could never 
look at him, but with uncommon satisfaction and delight : In 
short, his mildness, sapience and fortitude, greatly surpassed 
those characters I had ever admired before ip my life ! Happy, 
truly happy it proved for me, that I providentially fell in with 
so worthy a Christian ; otherwise, what with the hell of un- 
common curses and blasphemous oaths, accompanied by an 
habitual course of cruel and barbarous behaviour, on the parts 
of two lieutenants, I must have ^ied under my burthen, as the 
idea of a man of war was ever peifectly distasteful to my in- 
clination. At that time I was grievously oppressed with the 
rheumatism: However, early one morning, God undertook 
iny cause, and I began thus to reason with myself: The rheu- 
matism ! What is it ! and it was strongly suggested to me in a 
manner not unlike a clear voice, " It is a violent cold." I thea> 
with great astonishment, asked, what is most proper as a re- 
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medy for the cold ? I was answered as before, " Spring water." '" * 
The reason of this I could not comprehend ; and asked again. 
Why spring water? The answer to me (clear as a strong 
▼oice) wasj " Man was created out of the dust of the earth, 
and water springs out of the bowels of the earth, therefore it 
is the more adapted to his nature/' At this I was satisfied, 
and straightway called for a man, whose name was Tom Lewis, 
who came immediately, and asked me what I wanted. I re« 
quested him to procure, from some part of the ship, five or 
six shirts, and air them sufficiently at the fire-side : I told him 
also to fill a large pitcher full of water, and bring it instantly 
to me, and I would drink till I could drink no more, as I be- 
lieved the Lord had directed me to a cure, by taking a hearty 
draught of spring water. He endeavoured to dissuade me from 
so hasty an action, assuring me, that its operation would sure- 
ly kill me in my then present condition: " Notwithstanding," 
added he, '' if you are bent upon taking it, I will get it quicks 
ly." He did so, and compleated my desires. I then drank 
immediately of the spring water, laid myself down on the 
bed, and Tom covered me up very warm. After I had lain 
about the space of half an hour, wi'th no appearance of the 
water's operation, I put my head under the cloaths, and breath- 
ed hard on the pit of my stomach ; this produced a perspira- 
tion, and that in a profuse measure^ I then desired my at- 
tendant to bring me half a dozen well-dried and warm flannels, 
in order to rub me from head to foot: He did this likewise, 
and continued his rubbing till I had made five shirts in a con- 
dition equal to the dipping of them in water. When I had 
put on my sixth dry shirt, I gave Thomas to understand, that 
I was totally exempt from every the least symptom of the 
rheumatism and pain ; instantly jumped out of bed, dressed 
myself without his aid, and asked him what was for dinner 
below. He replied, " Salt-fish and potatoes ;". and although I ' * 
had not enjoyed one meal for eight or ten weeks before, yet I 
went down, and made as hearty a meal as I ever remember to 
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have eat in my ]ife> and then walked the distance of a mile on 
shore, by way of recreation. Here I considered that nothing 
was impossible to him who had all power in heaven and in 
earth. Two or three days after this I was pronounced " Able/' 
and went on board the Lenox, the ship I formerly belonged 
to. My several indispositions began in the month of January, 
1734>, and accompanied me with direful pangs and sensations, 
till the latter end of April following. 

On the Christmas-£ve> in the course of my liberty, I es-i 
poased ^ary Vcfney, a very virtuous young woman, in the 
twenty-second year of her age. At that time I was in my 
twenty-third year. After remaining on board the ship for two 
months, orders were sent down to Sir John Norris, on board 
the Britannia, a first-rate of one hundred guns, with the union 
flag at his main-top-mast-head; the Barfleur, admiral Balchan, 
of ninety guns, and blue flag at the fore-top-mast- head j and 
the Lancaster, of eighty guns, admiral Haddock, with St. 
George's flag at his fore-top-mast-head, together with twenty- 
five sail of the line, to sail immediately for Lisbon, in order 
to protect the king of Portugal's Brazilian fleet from the threats 
of the Spaniards. Here myself, with several others, were 
turned over from the Lenox on board the Grafton, of seventy 
guns, and sailed, in coni^any with the fleet, for Lisbon, and 
arrived in the Tagus some time in the month of May, 1735, 
where we lay ten months at anchor, in which time the Brazil 
fleet arrived, and orders were sent from England for admiral 
Haddock's squadron to return thither. Previous to our de- 
parture from Lisbon the king of Portugal, with his brother, 
the black prince, came on board of all three admirals, whose 
^. . ships were drest in various colours, consisting of all nations in 

''^^ in the werld, and making a very brilliant appearance. His 
Portuguese majesty allowed every man and boy in the fleet 
one pint of wine per day, with fresh provisions every day till 
the completion of our voyage. . 
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W6 sailed for England in the beginning of January, 1736, 
aad arrived off the rocks of Scilly the latter end of the same 
month, where our ship was well nigh lost, it being indispen- 
sibJy necessary for us to beat to windward undeD reefed 
courses ; but, thank God, we were preserved in this storm 
also, and arrived safe in Chatham river, where we were paid 
off, February 6, 1736. I then came directly to London, nor 
have I ever been to sea since. I could wish to make one re* 
mark here, which I have omitted in the course of my voyages. 
The coast of Africa is attended every day (especially on the 
leeward coast) with dreadful tornadoes of wind, thunder and 
lightning, the flashes of which for some time take away the 
sight. At one time in particular, about eight degrees to the 
southward of the equinoctial line, at one A. M. a violent tor- 
nado came down upon us, with loud claps of thunder, and 
fierce flashes of lightning : In the height of this stomi also 
descended from the disturbed clouds something that bore the 
resemblance of a squib darting out fire at one end, about one 
Iboi^nd a half in length, and the thickness of a man^s wrist: 
It came down from the heavens with astonishing velocity, 
passed within a; yard of my head, and penetrated the quarter- 
deck ; but meeting with an obstruction of the air, made its 
way through the main hatchway, took a swift course over the 
larboard-quarter, and, when it burst, exploded with so loud a 
clap of thunder, that we could not expect two planks, of the 
ship would have remained together* However, the ship wea- 
thered this storm also, but not without much damage, through 
the mighty force of the tornado." 

• 

I now entered into a new scene of life, and although I had 
been brought up to the sea, and had no friends to supply my ne- 
cessities at homei yet Fwas resolved, through the help of thie 
Almighty^ to have recourse fo any employment, be it in never 
so menial a calling, rather than. abide in the unsuitable state of 
life I formerly did. A life attended with all manner of suf- 
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ferings and wickedness in the highest degree, my case: berog 
rather different from other seamen ; as Cod never left me with-*, 
out conviction, which constantly rendered my mind very un* 
bappy> and I ever experienced grievous stings of conscience 
for the commission of any discoverable sin. Being now in a 
married state, and desirous to lead a regular and observant 
life, I habituated myself to the church-service; but finding 
the churchmen living as did other people, and having no Chris- 
tian friend. to converse with, i knew not what step to takie, and 
therefore readily concluded,, religion was a mere farce. At 
the same time, being subject to the weight of many temporal 
distresses^ a fresh burthen came upon me; yet it pleased God 
to pcMnt me. out, in a few months, a^school at Staplefoot Tauney, 
near Passingford Bridge, in the . Cotanty of Essex, erected by 
a lady Luther/- who spared no pains in its building; and also 
bestowedxnany donations towards the support and maintenance 
thereof.' My whole salary amounted to fourteen pounds per 
annum, ten pounds whereof was the neat salary from tlie 
school ; two pounds from lady Luther, and the like sum from 
Mr. Moot, a wealthy farmer, with as many day^scholars as I 
could acquire for my own account. I soon raised, a consider- 
able school><and sent to London for. my wife^ and all my goods* 
The. lady three 'days in the week invited me with the curate of 
the pariahto dine. with her ; and every other day, if I thought 
proper, to accompany. the servants at theiii dinner in Knave's- 
Hall/ as they, termed it. I npw began to.be much delighted 
with my, sitp^tioUi and rescued no diligence to bring the ch\U 
dred forward in their learnipg; indeed the Success I met 
with, caused the school to be. recommended throughout the 
country. 
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Here the curate of the parish frequently called upojn me, and 

decoyed me to^his loggings, about three niiles from Mne school^ 

to join him in smq^iking a pipe, di;inking, a bowl pf punch, 

.with the like carousels. I was aj^'prei^sed upon to sing him 
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a sea song, and was generally detained ^o very late at night, 
that I could scarcely find my way home ; but this life did not 
answer my desires, and therefore, as the curate and myself 
were going from )ady Luther's over the fields to my school, I 
took upon myself to quote some passages of Scripture, relat- 
ing to our immoral proceedings. My guide, or pretended 
one, laughed' heartily, and s^id, "Told, are you so great a 
blockhead as to believe the Scripture ? it is nothing but a pack 
of false theology the whole of if This surprised me much, 
^d from that period I separated myself from his company ; 
and God, in his providence, disunited me from those dead and 
barren Christians^ Vy the following simple circumstance. 

The wood I had bespoke for firing not coming in, as I ex- 
pected, I acquainted farmer Mills, on the opposite side of the 
church-yard, who gave me leave to send my boys into his 
field, where they might be able to collect a quantity sufficient 
for my use until the bespoken fire-wood came in ; and seeing 
it was on the farmer^s own ground, I had no conceptions of 
any impropriety of conduct on ipy part ; yet this, through the 
insinuative complaint of an old woman (who ever before ex- 
prest the sincerest regard for myself and wife) proved the 
4:ause of my removal out of the school and country. Sir Ed- 
ward Smith, then lord of the manor, sent for lady Luther, and 
desired to know what kind of a schools-master she had brought 
into the country, and whe'ther he ever taught his children their 
catechism. My lady informed me that Sir Edward greatly 
surprized her ; butshe answered him, that Ibore thebest of cha- 
racters, and had brought the children forward in their educa- 

< tion in an exti^aordiqary manner, and that I taught the children 
their catechism every Thursday. Sir Edward then asked, how 
■I came to leave t)ut the eighth commandment ; therefore in- 

^ sisted upon my dismission from the schoo], and departure from 
the town immediately ; nor would he hear the circumstance 
facQ to face^ so that I was under the necessity of hiring a wag- 
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goh to carry all my goods back to London ; and was then at a 
loss what method to pursue for the maintenance of my family ^ 
but in a short time a clerk's place ofiered at KingVWharf^ 
BeaufortVBuiJdings^ to a dealer in coals and timber. I re- 
mained there about four months^ when my mistress leaving off 
business, I was necessarily discharged^ and was left destitute 
of employment for some time ; nor could I obtain any relief, 
or procure the least employ, from any quarter thereabouts, so 
was resolved to submit to any the meanest office to procure a 
subsistence, and accordingly engaged myself to a Mr. Med* 
way, a bricklayer, in Watling-street, to keep his books, and 
at vacant opportunities to attend and wait on the labourers. 
Here I continued about 'six or seven years, and afterwards 
served Mr. John Pankeman, a bricklayer likewise; but in the 
course of my services with him, God began a different provi* 
dence with me, and one day, as labouring at my work in Old* 
Street Road, a young man, who was likewise a bricklayer, 
came and asked me if I could help him to business. I answer* 
ed him rather roughly, which he received with great meek- 
ness ; this struck me with surprise : 1 then called him back, 
and desired him to wait on a certain master bricklayer, at an 
appointed place the next morning, who, I was apt to belioTe, 
could find him employment. He repaired thereto accordingly, 
^nd the gentleman, without asking him any questions, admit- 
ted I^im into his service. This young man was the instrument, 
in the hand of Qod, of leading me out of darkness into his 
snarvelloQS light, ^ere my readers will permit me to enter 
upon my religious life, ^nd therefore I think it prudent to re» 
vert back to my earliest days ; and as I have already in the bt> 
ginning set forth the manner and mystery of God's working » 
vpon my soul, to the time of my adqiission into Edward CoV- 
son's Hospital, so I shall occi^ionally intersperse my changes 
of station in this life, as well 91 t\i09^ of a spiritual nature. 

When I first was admitted into school, between two ex- 
tremfis, that of parting with my t^nder-bearted purse, an4 
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being driven into a new scene of life, I was brought under 
much distress of mind ; yet I constantly fonnd the Spirit of 
God working powerfnliy on me ; nor could 1 ever find peace 
of rest but when meditating on things divine. My thoughts; 
when at prayers in. the school three times every day» were car^ 
ried up into heaven, with the most solemn ardent desire ; and 
when we assembled in the college church, which we regularly 
did every Sabbath-day, the service there was to me a heaven 
upon earth. Here I drank deep into the bliss and happiness 
of the ever-blessed and adorable Jesus, and that without inter- 
ruption, till I arrived at the age of ten years, by which time 
I had made some proficiency in learning, and was approved of 
by the minister, who came twice a week to instruct us in reli* 
gtous principles; so that in a short time I was competent (by 
readily answering him any questions propounded) to be inti* 
tied a monitor. I then began to read pious books, especially 
Sherlock on Death. This set me on fire for God and hea*- 
▼enly bliss, and wrought in me the utmost horror of taking 
the Lord's name in vain, or of telling a lye ; and as there 
were a few lads in the same order aa myself, that were pious^ 
ly inclined, so we often read Sherlock's Discourse together. 
On a LordVday In particular, being at the college churchy 
the reverend Mr. Sutton preached a very alarming discourse 
upon the deep things of eternity, to a wanton crouded con- 
gregation. The fashion was then for the women to go naked* 
breasted; nor was there scarce a woman to be found in the 
college but appeared in the most indecent manner; yet the 
discourse in a great measure effected its design' ; neither do I 
ever remember to have seen any thing of that kind ii^ Bristol 
afterwards. Many of our boys were deeply affected by the 
sermon, so that when we came home to school, several of us 
entered into an agreement to pinch the tongue of him that told 
a lye, or that mentioned the Lord's name in an irreverent 
way. 
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When I was about twelve years of age I was more profound- 
ly acquainted with divine things^ but not with myself as a 
sinner. Sitting one day in my order^ and reading Sherlock 
on Death> I suddenly laid down the book, leaned my 
right elbow on my right knee^ with my hand supporting my 
heady and meditated in the most solemn thought^ upon the 
awfulness of eternity : Suddenly I was struck with a hand on 
the top of my h^ad^ which affected my whole frame ; the 
blow was immediately followed by a voice with these words, 
''Dark! dark! dark!'' and although it alarmed me prodigi- 
ously, yet, upon the recovery from so sudden a motion, I 
found myself broad awake in a world of sin. Notwithstand- 
ing all my former happiness and bliss, I now found a dreadful 
difference, as nothing could give me satisfaction, either from 
person or things; nor could I ever rest satisfied about my sal- 
▼ation, as templtation from the world, the flesh and the devil, 
mvere ever besetting ^e. 

One day, the boy$ being permitted to go to visit their 
friends, I obtained permission likewise, although I had no re- 
lation or friend* in the city, miy mother and two sisters residing 
in London, and my two elder bjx>ther3 residing in the country. 
However, several of the boys accompanied me th^t afternoon 
to go to a river called Broad-Stony, near the city, for the pur- 
pose of learning to swim ; and as I was strongly desirous of 
learning that art, several of the smaller bpys, with myself, 
went into a pond adjoining to that riv^r, which received the 
overflowing thereof. It being low water, I ventured rather 
beyond the others ; but in attempting to swirn^ struck put of 
xny depth, and was for some time struggling for life. My 
companions, who' sat upon the bank on the other side the 
rivet*, imagined I was taking my sport and pastime, by reason 
of my rising aoove water and diving under again ; therefore 
had no conceptions that I was on the verge of being drowned, 
till they perceived that I gavq a dart, sunk, and they could 
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see me no more. At this they were all terribly affrighted, and 
in the utmost consternation, not knowing what to do ; but 
descrying some hay-makers at the farther end of the meadow, 
they ran with all possible haste, and informed them that a boy 
was drowned. ProvidentiaHy there was a Dutchman among 
the hay-makers, who, upon hearingthesad news, threfwdown 
his hay-fork, ran^td^the river-side, enquired of the others 
where! was perceived to sink, and, upon as near an'informa* 
tion as could possibly be given, he jumped in without pulling 
off any of his cloaths. He then searched and groped about 
for a considerable time, but I could not be foiind, as in the 
dart I hfad shot^ a great distance from the spot where the 
children perceived me to sink. I was now given up for lost ; 
but as th^ Dutchman was swimming to the bank where ^ wil- 
low-bush grew out 'at the side, in order to haul himself out of 
the pond, he felt about ^ with one of his legs just before he 
came to the bank, and as my head was covered in the mud 
with my heels uprijght, so' he providentially struck his foot 
againstmine, andjojfdllygave the signal that I was found. 
He then went down, broug^ht me up, and- landed me 'on the 
bank ^. but not the leasttsigns of life were discernible in me* 
The Dutchman held me with my heels upwards for some ini- 
nutes, and then concluded my life was irretrievably gone'; yet 
it entered into his mind to try another method : Accordingly 
heswam.across the. river, and went a little way up the hil]« 
where there was a sniitU ale-house. He got from thence a quar- 
tern of brandy, and swam over the river back again ^iiito the 
meadow, holding up the brandy in one hand, and swimming 
with the other. My jaws were firmly set together, nor was 
thiere any motion or breath to be perceived ; yet he put some 
•brandy into his mouth; forced my jaws open, and blew repeat- 
edly half a quartern of spirits down my throat : He also blew 
some up my nostrils, and into my ears, and in about three 
rquartersof an hour my left eye flew open, and I g^ve a loud 
shriek. : They then p&rried me to Baptist-Mills, where, in 
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about four hours* I recovered my senses, so as to have a faint 
knowledge of one or two of the boys : These were the imme-* 
diate accounts of ^11 transactions as they related them to me. 

I was |;hen conveyed home to the school, but with an excru- 
ciating pajq^ equal to the being cut through in the middle of 
Piy body ';; nor 4^^ I enjoy an exeniption therefrom for several 
years together ; neither do I remember a single twelvemonth, 
fpr a doaen years successively^ but that this pain produced 
two^ three, or ignore fits of sickness every year, and many of 
them, brought me near the grave. When I went to school, 
Mr. Saihufsl Gardner, the principal master 0:f the hospital, 
having been informed of the circumstance, punished me se-> 
verely, as a strict charge had been delivered by him that none 
of us should go near the water, one of his scholars having 
been drowned some time ago, and who never recovered. 

I hope my xeaders will suspend their, judgment, in censuring 
what I am now about to relate, although it may appear rather 
incredible : I shall then, in the most siniple and artless man- 
ner treat of what was as real to my sensations, as that I ^ver 
had an existence. The circumstance was this : Although I 
was deprived of my natural seosses; and had no ideas of the 
things of this world, yet my spirit was permitted by God both 
to behold and experience that which, I believe, no one in the 
body ever did. My entrance into this blissful vision, as it ap- 
peared to me, was, that I rushingly emerged out of thi<^ 
darkness into a most glorious city ; the lustre of which as far 
outshone the brilliancy X}f the noon-day sun, as the brightness 
thereof transcends the glimmering rays of the moon. This 
empyreal light shone with a resplendent power on the city^ 
and illuminated even the darkness, through which I seemed to 
•urge my way, and enforced my entrance into that beatific 
state; and notwithstanding we cannot retain a stedfast eye 
upon the sun, when dazzling our earthly cities with its meri- 
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diao splendors, yet I ibund no impediment to my sight in 
looking with a rapturous ardency on this heavenly flame, the 
beams whereof darted from the south-east, with a refulgence 
beyond the highest conceptions. There was alsb some re- 
semblance of a bottom, or floor, like unto glass, but neither 
the city or bottom were of any substance. The inhabitants 
were all in the form of men, arrayed in robes of the finest 
quality, from their necks down to their feet; yet they also 
appeared to me of no material substance. What particu- 
larly courted my attention was, that not one of these celestial 
bodies were under any degree of labour to walk, as they all 
glided swiftly along, as if carried by the wind. This was 
my own case, clothed in the finest of linen, and conveyed 
with the like celerity. No speech or language was needful 
there, as they were all one soul. The solemn, sacred joy, 
and uninterrupted peace, I then possessed, 'all language fails 
me to point out : I had no imaginations of evil, or any temp- 
tations thereto, but was completely happy without mixture. 

Another point of this vision I would just remark before I 
close the subject, that is, while those blessed spirits were per- 
forming their serial course, one of them about fifty yards off^ 
on my right-hand^ turned round, and looked stedfastly at my 
raiment : We both suddenly stopt, and the es^tacies which 
proceeded from his countenance^ united us together as one. 
Oh ! who can express the sweet, pleasant, and serene tran- 
quillity I then enjoyed ! But, on a sudden, I lost all sense of 
this very desirable state, and clearly apprehended my being 
brought again into a sinful world ; the coming into which 
was as through a devouring ocean of blood and fire. This 
was the sequel and conclusion of that awful dispensation of 
the righteous God to me, well knowing how he had disposed 
of me for many years past, that I might be made perfect 
through sufferings, and drink deep into this cup, and be bap- 



66 



tized with his baptism. As to my external suflTerings, they 
are principally set forth in the foregoing part of this narrative. 

I have likewise already hinted at my being particularly con- 
vinced of sin, by reading Sherlock on Death, yet the Spirit of 
God never left me without conviction : nor do I remember 
ever to have fallen into any outward sin, but I reflected upoa 
it with guilt and abhorrence ; and being deeply affected with 
the consequence of sin in a future judgment, I was also often 
terrified with awful dreams. When on my first passage to Ja- 
maica I was grievously exercised in my mind, as not one of 
the mariners had the least concern for God, or the salvation of 
their own souls ; but, on the contrary, appeared to be greedy 
of eternal death and damnation ; and, as St. Paul intimates, 
'^ Evil communications corrupt good manners,^^ so this, in 
process of time, though with much fear and trembling, not 
only corrupted my manners, but my morals also ; and, being 
unacquainted with the devices of the devil, I stole into a rea- 
soning spirit, doubting whether all those persons, who seemed 
happy in themselves, could be lost eternally or not, although 
they lived such horrid lives. The fatal enemy made a fresh 
attack upon my mind, and forced me still to doubt whether 
God would suffer any of the human species to be punished 
eternsdly for crimes C9mmitted in this their transitory span of 
life, although the word of God expressly declares it shall be 
so ; those and similar temptations got considerable advantage 
of me. 

When we arrived at Jamaica, the inhabitants in every par* 
ticular, corresponded with those reasonings ; nor do I ever re- 
member to have met with one man, or woman, who had the 
fear of God before their eyes in the town of Kingston, or Port- 
Royal, or even the form of godliness among them. They 
were much addicted to prophane cursing, swearing, whore-» 
dom^ lying, and Sabbath-breaking, exercising the utmost 
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craelty on their unhappy negro slavesj Ti^hich never appeared 
to be a burthen upon their untouched consciences, and as I 
have been a spectator to multiplied act^ of cruelty, exercised 
by them, upon their miserable black drudges, I shall briefly 
relate one instance, which, for its notoriety and unheard of 
inhumanity, it would be unjust on my part to withhold from 
the attention of all lovers of clemency and Christian disci- 
pline, and from the world in general. As I went on shore at 
Ramsay V Wharf, for certain sugars, at the east end of King- 
ston, a stout black man, about thirty-six years of age, was 
brought down to the crane, at the end of the wharf, by his 
master, and for the commission of so^ie almost nameless error^ 
vvas delivered up to be planished. The xfiode of executiug this 
bloody punishment was as follows : The boatswain tied both 
wrists together with a strong cord^ then hooked the crane ber 
tween his wrists, and hoisted his body nearly a foot from the 
jQoor. The boatswain then took a whip, composed of cow's- 
skin, which, when dried hard and twisted lengthways, forms 
a kind of cork-screw, the outward edge thereof from end to 
end being extremely sharp. A negro man, in obedience to 
the boatswain^s commands, and at a moment's notice, began 
the direful action, in presence of his vile master, accompanied 
by two others of the same complexion, gazing upon the piti* 
able object with compjaisancy and delight. After the execu- 
tioner, wi^h his piercing weapon, and with one hundred re-» 
peated lashes, had reduced his body from neck to ancles into 
one flagrant wound ; and human nature was no longer able to 
support itsiolf under the remorseless stroke, the pooi man 
hung down his head, and received the remaining cuts like a 
stock or f tone, repeatedly, though faintly uttering f' Oh ! me 
deady ! me deajdy I" Nor did this move the accursed fiend 
(his master] till thie p.oor tortured object appeared in his last 
gasps. He then desired the boatswain's mate to desist for a 
few momentSj( and approached the almost expiring slave ; 
where, taking a more particular survey of his wounds from 
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head to foot, and perceiving two or three inch spaces wfaicit 
had not been laid open, he instantly ran to the boatswain'9 
mate, and compelled him to lash him there also, and make 
him all alike. When this was executed he was loosed, and as 
he had no strength to stand, so he lay as totally dead, while 
he was washed from head to foot in a tub of salt-beef pickle, 
placed on the wharf for that purpose. Here I was greatly 
astonished that the excruciating pains and acute smarts, pro* 
duced by the pickle, did not put a speedy end to the remain- 
der of his existence. The vile heathen (his master) tarried to 
behold this operation also, and afterwards walked off well sa- 
tisfied > The effect this worked upon my mind (as I ever did, 
and humbly hope ever shall abhor the appearance of cruelty, 
more especially when I behold such merciless acts thereof as I 
then did) heightened my ind4gnation to such a degree, that I 
must acknowledge, had I been possessed of a knife, sword, or 
any other cutlery instrument, I should certainly have transfix- 
ed the body of so infernal a being. This deed was not exe- 
cuted in a corner, or done privily, but upon the open wharf, 
find in a nominal Christian Protestant ' country ; but if the 
word *f Christian'^ implies (which it unquestionably doth) one 
who has the mind that was in his heavenly Master, or that 
pursues his most holy example, then there can be no impropri- 
ety, or breach of charity, in pronouncing such wretches as 
those children of the devil, raiher than the children of God, 
by faith in Christ Jesus. The Scripture imparUaJly condemns 
all such with this dreadibl sentence, '^ Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire,'* unless they deeply repent before they are 
called out of this life. All this gross ignorance and horrid 
barbarity overspread the island of Jamaica in the year 1727^ 
and I am spared to the year 1775 ; yet there are too maay rea- 
sons to believe that the same, or nearly the same, spirit of 
cruelty still predominates over those our unfortunate fellow 
creatures, the greater part of whom are clandestinely taken 
fiway frpm their native countries, utterly against the consent f>f 
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their parents and themselves, and enforced^ by deviHsh com- 
pulsion^ into slavery and captivity to the latest moments of 
their lives, with their children, and children's children after 
them, unto many generations, nntil God undertakes their 
wrey:hed cause, and sets them at liberty. Here it may be re- 
torted upon me, 1' Physician, heal thyself,'' as I had been in 
the slave trade for some years : I confess and acknowledge this 
charge, but my case was different, being at that time an ap- 
prentice, and unacquainted with the consequent evils of that 
horrid trade, I conducted myself with the utmost circumspec- 
tion, according to the best of my knowledge, in obedience to 
my master's interest : But when I arrived at Boston, those 
pious and Christian people reasoned the matter with me, and> 
notwithstanding my familiarity with the African trade, and 
the immediate prospect of being made a conspicuous character 
in that impious number of Guinea commanders ; yet, through 
the all-wise providence of God, I relinquished every point of 
temporal interest and advantage ; nor had I any the least incli- 
nations, or weakest desires, of resuming them any more : 
Therefore I am under the highest obligations to the Almighty 
for so happy a deliverance from the snare of the devil, seeing 
that it is one of the moat base practices under the sun ; but 
bad not the Lord's timely interposition manifested itself in 
rescuing me therefrom, I probably might (by promotion to the 
rank of captain) have proved as eminent a savage as the most 
notorious character among them. Surely an immediate curse 
firom God attends upon this cruel trade, as few voyages are 
made to those parts in which the crews are not thinned by poi- 
son, suicide, ill usage, and every species of destruction ; this 
I have remarked during the slavery under which I laboured 
when unhappily linked to that trade. And although I was 
frequently labouring under severe sicknesses myself, yet the 
merciful hand of God was ever over me, and followed me with 
daily convictions for sins, yet, having an evil president always 
jbefidre me> and the corruptions of ^ly own evil nature inces* 
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cantly prompting me to sin^ I sometimes gave way thereto, 
against the light of conscience, knowing but very little of the 
corrupt fountain from whence those resistless currents of evil 
perpetually flowed ; yet this was always a pain to my mind> 
and a complete obstacle against my having immediate recourse 
to private derotion. It likewise proved a barrier against my 
solemn deprecations for pardon of my past sins, and to guard 
against future temptations; but to my gjreater grief still, I 
found that, when the bank was broken, the breach was made 
wider ; and being at that time between seventeen and eighteen 
years of age, and my carnal passions getting the dominion over 
me, I was oftentijrjaes overcome with swearing, drunkenness 
and lewdness, as also divers other evils ; therefore, what with 
my terrified conscience, and cross providences in temporals, 
my life became completely miserable ; so that for about ten 
years I continued in that unsettled state^ sinning and repent- 
ing ; nor did the Lord suffer me to prosper, either in soul or 
body ; yet I was never without fear of death, hell and judg- 
ment; This I considered a mercy far beyond my deserts. 

In the month of July, 1740, Mr. Charles Casper Greaves, 
the young bricklayer, already spoken of in the foregoing ac- 
count, was made .the instrument of my introduction among the 
then much de3pised people called Methodists; a people grievous- 
ly contemned, by I'eason of the many evil reports raised against 
them ; one of which wa?. That the false prophets referred to 
in Scripture were ev£ry Sunday, or ajtother select opportunities, 
in the center of their congregations. Another report was, that 
there were certain subterraneous dens and caves, into which 
the men and women frequently resorted, there to commit all 
manner of abominaUons. Together with similar reports ; all 
which I cordially believed, and communicated those fictitious 
relations to my wife, her father and mother, so that we all 
conceived an utter detestation to these Methodists : But God's 
thoughts of them were not as our thoughts, therefore I was. 



71 



through his Providence^ pointed out to be the happy iastru- 
xnent of conversion both to my own and wife's family^ which 
will more fully appear in the sequel hereof. But^ previously 
returning to young Mr. Greaves, I hope to recount the many 
interesting passages of our intercourse during his employment 
in Golden-Lane, by a brewer, to whom I was also a clerk. I 
here descried something in the countenance and behaviour of 
this young man, very different to that I beheld in others as well 
as myself. However, to my shame be it spoken, I treated him 
with ridicule and contempt, he being a Whitfieldite, as it 
was termed ; and to the nearest of my remembrance, I some- 
times cursed and swore at him, and told him the whole frater- 
nity of them was a mixture of false prophets, hypocrites and 
plebeians ; all which he bore with a calm magnanimity and un- 
wearied patience ; nor did he return me one evil word or look:. 
His countenance appeared full of holy grief, which greatly 
condemned me, although I concealed it from him ; and at 
twelve o'clock, being dinner time, he asked me where I dined, 
I answered him very roughly, " In the hay-loft." He then 
said, "I will go with you;" so we both ascended together, 
and as soon as we were seated on the trusses of hay, lie took 
a Prayer-Book out of his pocket, and read a few verses out of 
the Psalms; he then turned round, and asked me what I 
thought of those words ; and as I was fond of the Scriptures, 
I was the more confounded, well knowing they condemned me 
more abundantly than before. When he perceived my tongue 
was silent, he began rather too hastily upon me, and asked me 
to go with him that evening to hear the Reverend Mr. Wesley 
at the Foundry. I begged him, for God's sake, never to ask 
me a question of that kind any more, for I was determined 
never to go thither, and that if my wife ever came to the 
knowledge of such proceedings, she would never forgive me ; 
seeing me so earnest, he considered it prudent to say no more ; 
but in that instant God began to work powerfully upon my 
soul. Then the eye of my mind saw the son of God sitting oql 
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l)is throne to judge the worlds and a calm peace rested upon 
me, such as tongue cannot express. This happy change abode 
with me every moment of that afternoon, and I quickly, though 
imperceptibly, found my spirit much united to Mr. Greaves, 
and therfcfore related my experience to him. I then myself 
proposed going with him to hear the Reverend Mr. Wesley, 
to which he acceded with great satisfaction, and accordingly 
we repaired to the Foundry, bat were disappointed. 

The next morning he took me up to Short^s Gardens^ to 
hear Mr. Wealey ; but we were disappointed there likewise. 
However, we tarried to hear the sermon, yet the place was 
Tery unpleasant ; but the preacher exceedingly more so, who 
proved to be Mr. Maxfield, a lay-preacher, with a thick-head, 
of curled hair, resembling a mop, and a clownish disagreeable 
voice, stammering out his words, as I imagined, without rhyme 
or reason. When he had concluded I went out in a pet, and 
asked Mr. Greaves for what reasons he brought me there, whe- 
ther it was to hear a good sermon, or to be disgusted by the 
grumbling of a fellow who could not deliver half a dozen 
words of common sense. 

This unkind speech, however, did not appear to affect him 
the least in the world ; but, on the contrary, excited his com- 
passion, and increased his pity towards me ; so that he yefjf 
mildly enquired of me the place of my residence, and g^ve 
me to understand, that, without any fear of disappointment, I 
might depend upon hearing the Reverend Mr. Wesley next 
Sunday morning at five o'clock. I answered him more surly 
than ever I did before, but told him he might call at my apart- 
ments if he thought proper, and gave him directions accord- 
ingly ; and, notwithstanding his place of abode was at KeQ- 
sington, and that of mine on Church-Hill, near Black-Friar's 
church, yet he was at my house precisely at four o'clock in 
the mornibg. I then went with him to the Foundry, and as 
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we were passing through Cheapside^ be comtnenccd a chris-' 
tian conversation^ and asked me if I ever had an idea of what 
was become of all those who walked that street foarscOre or an 
hundred years ago. This prepared my mind for hearing the 
word, and^ as before observed, God had wrought graciously 
upon my soul, so I was the better prepared to receive instruc- 
tions. When we entered the Foundry (as I had heard various 
unaccountable reports both of the place and people) I was ^ 

much tempted to gazt about me, in order to make a few ob- 
servations thereon ; and finding it a ruinous place, with an 
old pantile covering, a few rough deal boards put together to 
constitute a temporary pulpit, and several other' decayed tim- 
bers, which composed the whole structure, I began to think it 
answered the report given of it, as there were many rooms 
and corners similar to those caverns related to me by my former T 

irreligious acquaintances. In one of these recluse parts of the 
Foundry sat three or four old women, one of whom appeared 
in the attitude of an unmoveable statue, with her apron over 
her lace, nor wias she uncovered duribg the whole time of di* 
vine service. The ^nemy of souls immediately suggested that » * 
she was an hypocrite. My friend, Mr. Greaves, stood close 
behind me, to prevent my going out, as I did tft Short VGar- .^ 

dens, to which I was strongly tempted, and had it not been 
for the multitude of people assembled together, so early in the 
morning as between four and five o'clock, and the striking con* 
sideration of such profound seriousness, which evidently ap« 
peared in the countenance of almost every person there, I 
hiust certainly have given way to the temptation, and thereby 
have lost the greatest blessing I ever experienced before. I 
tarried there a full half hour before the service began, during 
which my mind was sorely disturbed with many strange no- 
tions, as I had been so strongly attached to the church of 
England. Exactly at five o'clock a general whisper was con- \ 

veyed through the congregation, and *' Here he comes ! Here 
he comes !*' was repeated with the utmost pleasure. I wa» 
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tilled with curiosity to see his peraon> which, when I beheld, 
I much despised. The enemy of souls^ who is never unpre- 
pared to hinder the saWation of individuals, suggested, that 
he was some farmer's son, who, not able to support himself, 
was making a penny in this low and ignoble manner. He 
passed through the congregation into the temporary pulpit, 
and, having his robes on, I expected he would have begun 
with the Church service ; but, to my astonishment, the intro* 
duction to his preaching was the singing an hymp, with which 
I was almost enraptured; but his extemporary prayer was 
quite unpleasant, as I thought it savoured too much of the Dis« 
senter's mod^ of worship, which at that time my prejadice 
could not abide. Af^er which he took his text in the secoiid 
chapter, of the first epistle general of St. John, twelve an4 
thirteen verses. " I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you, &c." The enemy struck a deadly 
blow at mc, and in that moment suggested, that he was a PU» 
pist, as he dwelt so much on forgiveness of sins ; and although 
I had read this portion of Scripture many times .before, yet I 
never understood that we were to l^now our sins . forgiven on 
earth ; supposing that it referred only to those to whom the 
apostle was th^n writing, especially as I had never heard this 
doctrine preached in the church. However, my prejudice 
quickly abated, through the excellent wisdom with which 
Mr. Wesley spoke : This clearly elucidated the subject, and 
proved the point. I then plainly saw I could never be saved 
without knowing my sins ^re forgiven roe; and in the midst 
of his sermon the Spirit of God sealed the truth of every word 
upon ray heart. At the close of the discourse, however 
strange it may appear, a smsAl still voice entered my left ear, 
with these words, " This is the truth !'' and instantly I felt it 
in my heart ; and for five and thirty years I have never once 

doubted of those truths and doctrines received 'amongst JUt, 
Tiz. '' Of salvation by that faith productive of good works.'' 

My worthy friend, Mr. Greaves, observing my attention to 
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the aermon^ asked me how I liked Mr. Wesley. I replied, 
** As long as I live I will never part from hini.'^ Hitherto the 
Lord hath kept me^ and I trust he ever will. With this first 
sermon my soul was on firOi assured that it was the truth ; so 
that I was filled with zeal for the righteous cause^ and for some 
years I ran, as it were through fire and water, to promote thef 
Bfideemer's kingdom^ and that not without glorious success. 
Here I broke off at a stroke with all my old acquaintance in ini-^ 
quity, who mocked and derided me exceedingly ; and one of 
my most intimate acquaintances said to me, '* What ! Told, 
are you commenced Whitfieldite? As sure as ever you was 
bom, if you follow theta, you arc damned !'' But the heavier 
my persecvtions were, the more akindantly I rejoiced, and 
conceivisd siiob love attd union to my ministers and compani- 
ous 11% tribtilaitioiy, that ivought but death could make a separfr' 
tioiy« . • . 

I had now to encounter with my wife and family, with 
whom for many years I had Kved peaceably and in quiet ; but 
they perceiving different rararks of aft alteration in my mind 
arid behaviour, suspected 1 had been among the Methodists. 
My wife, though a worthy, hotvest woman, yet an entiYti^ 
stranger to this new light, happened one day to exclaim very 
warmly, and said, ^' What the devil possesses you ? I hope 
you have not been among the Methodists; I will sacrifice my 
Soul rather than you shaU go among those miscreants ^*' al* ^ 
though I never before this heard am ill expression drop froni » 
bf^ lips (Oh! how does the carnal itiind rage in the nncon- ^il,^ 
tifttted !) Hotvever, I gave her for answer, " If you are re- *^ 
sillv^ to sacrifice yotisf soul, I am resolted, God willing, to'Wrt 
jtlin them f* At Which lihe said no n^>re, nor even opposed my 
j;6in?g't0fliewbrd. 

Afler this happened a very unfortunate circumstance. One 
evening^ as my wife was occasionally at her accustomed cban* 
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dier's.sbop (which in a circle of years had \aken some han* 
dreds of pounds of my wife's family « between whom and the 
proprijBtor, ;i spirit of unanimity had invariably subsisted from 
the origin of thpir mutual acquaintance) sbe discovered a leg 
of pork roasting by the fire, and> being big with her fourth 
child, longed to eat of the joint. Mr. C^tt**^^ was ever free 
with our family in what my house afforded^ therefore my wife 
paturall^ imagined a similar diegree of freedom on her part 
would not be considered as an act of rudeness by Mr. C*^****- 
— At this time, however, he seemed unfamiliar ; nor did he 
invite my wife to partake of his supper, as nslial ! Mrs. Told, 
being strictly modest, went home, and informed her mother 
of the illiberality of Mr. C*****, who went immediately to 
bim, and related to him my wife's condition ; upon which he 
T^ved, cyrsed, swore, a^d, w^ t^e hottest censaie> replied' 
'' What ! can I not have a joint of meat, but she must long 
for it?'' throwing out of his mouth, at the same time, the 
mo^ sarcastic and repeated invectives. Her mother, struck 
with his behaviour, quickly informed me thereof. I then 
went to him myself, and oflTered him half a guinea for a plate«^ 
full of the pork, which he sharply refused, l^his broke off, 
for ever afterwards, our acquaintance ^ but I do not imagine 
that the disappointment would have affected my wife, had it 
not been principally owing to the weakness of her mother, 
who informed h^r of the man's cruel behaviour ; which had so 
lieavy an effect upon her, that the child became emaciated 
yvithin her, insomuch t)iat sfko was never delivered, but lay 
eight months under the p|iysician's charge, wjbich was attend- 
ed viitfi a very great expence. At this time my salary wap 
but low, haying no more than ten shillings per tveek : Oat of 
this three-pence was applied to the pay-t2d)le eveiy Saturday 
evening; nine shillings I lodged in the'hands of a friend for 
the support of my wife, and the remaining nine-pence was 
thje wbp)e of my subsi^epce the fo}kwiBg week. • 
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In the year n44j having been married seven years, myt 
ivife died, leaving only one child, a girl about two years of 
Hge. God now began to bless me in my temporals, and in- 
creased my outward circumstances. Soon afler my wife's 
death I was recommended to a Mr* Bembow, at New-Crane, 
Wapping, to serve him as a clerk, where I was greatly res« 
pected, through my diligence in business, and constant assi* 
duity when employed in a more inferior calling. A few 
months of my services to Mr. Bembow were scarcely expired, 
)>efore I was visited by a Mr. Hogg, one of the Reverend Mr. 
Wesley's stewards, who informed me that the Reverend Mr. 
Wesley requested my undertaking to teach the charity-chil- 
dren of the Foundry-school ; but I being fixed with Mr. Bem- 
bow, refused it. A few days after Mr. Hogg returned, and> 
together with a repetition of his former message, he^aid that 
Mr. Wesley positively insisted upon it, making mention, that 
my calling thereunto was equally clear and evident with Mr. 
Wesley's calling to the ministry. I then believed it was my 
duty to comply with his desires, and therefore informed Mr. 
Pembow of the: intended separation. Both Mr. Bembow and 
Jiiis wife intreited me to continue my services towards them, 
telling me, at the same time> that no money should part us ; 
for that they never had acquired an assistant who executed 
their commands with such attention, and promoted their in- 
. terest with such assiduity and pains, as I constantly did ; but, 
as I considered it the immediate interposition of God, and 
dared not, for conscience sake> to reject the undertaking, I 
then thought proper to continue stedfastly inexorable to all 
their intreaties, though it w:as the oo^sion of much grief on 
both sides. 

'.,'■. ♦ 

The day after our disunion I was established in the. Foundry- 
school, and^ in the space of a few weeks, collected three- 
score boys and six g^irls; but the society, though many in 
^^mber, yet poor withal^ could not gqat we more th^ tqji 



7S 



•billings per week.' This, however^ was tofficiept fotrme^ as 
Hbej hospitably boarded and clothed my ddu^ter. Being 
eonscimiS' of my indisp^ensible duty in this important tinder^ 
taking, and having the children under my care fVom fiye in 
the morning till five in the e^^ening> both winter anfl- summer^ 
sparing no dihgende to make them' complote in the radiments 
of their education, I at lengthy witb the 'as«ittance of an nsbet 
and four monitbrav brought near forty olB them into writing and 
ak-ithmetic. I centinned in the schbb) seren years and thr^ 
months, and discharged two batad>i^d' and seyenty-fire boys, 

most of them iactfpUail trades. 

• 

In'th^ year 1^44-, and as near as I can well remember, in 
the mot^ of Jan^, I attended the children one morning at 
the five o'clock preaching ;' when the Refr. Mr, Wesley took 
his text out of the twenty-fifth chapter of St. MtfttfieW, the 
forty-first, forty-second, forty-third, and forty-fourCb vertfes, 
and I having laboured under sore Convictions for a consider- 
able time, was almost distracted in niy mind, when he read 
th^e^e words, '* I was sick, and in prison, and ye riitfted nae 
iifot ;'' and as I was sensible of my negligence, in never Visit- 
ing tSe prisoners during the course of my fife, so therefore I 
Vras filled with an horroif of mind beyond expression, f theA 
began to reasdn with myself, that I had obeyed the other itti^^ 
junctions, but not tliik one ; therefore I could not b^ ^avcd, ai 
I never had a mere knowledge of either prisons or keeptertT; 
and to increase my then pretailihg ^Wretchedness, it Wai^ stig- 
gesfed to me that I ohonld be eternally ihiicrable if t did not 
speedily tisit thtin. T^s thi'Cw lUe, well nigh, into ^ itite 
of despondency and hopelessness, as I was totally tf^dCquaint- 
jed with the measures requisite to be pursued for that purpose. 
However, th^ good and gracious God, two of ihfee days afteo 
^enta meeseh^r to me in the ^hool, who iiiiformed me of ten 
snakfiictors that w^e triid^ seni^ence of death; and itrduld be 
of any of Mt MttMs who ^e^ld ttiale it cooi^eldeoC tD 



j^ 



79 



go and pray with them. The messenger, whose name wai 
Sarah Peters, gave tne to understand, that they were all much 
awakened, and that one of thehi (John Lancaster) was con** 
verted, and fall of the love of God. In ^consequence of thi« 
reviving information, I committed my school (without an 
hour's delay) to the superintendency of my trusty usher, Mr. 
Marr, and went with SarG^ Peters to Newgate, where vrt 
bad admittance into the cell wherein they were confined. 

In the first place, I desired Lancaster to call them altoge- 
ther into. his cell, and then began to inquire into- the state of 
their souls. I addressed Mr. Lancaster first, as he appeared 
to, be all alive to God. He told me he had no doubt but that 
God, for Christ's sake, had forgiven him all his sins ; and^ 
although (as he observed) be was very young, yet he had lived 
a very wicked life, and acknowledged, that three others, with 
himself, ycre the persons who robbed the Foundry one morn- 
ing of all t)ie brass candlesticks; but he knew that shortly he 
would-be with Jesus in Paradise. He added, ''This morning, 
about five. o'clock, the Sun ef Righteousness arose in my dark 
cell, and I ^m now so foil of God and heaven, that I am like 
a barrel of new wine ready to burst for vent. Oh ! for words 
to es^ress what Lnow feel I" He then dropt oh his knees, and 
^ earnestly supplicated the Lord Jesus to endue the Reverends 
^obnrand Charles Wesley, with such a profusion of his blessed 
countenance, that when his glorious wisdom calls them henccA 
they might come to the grave as ripe shocks of corn to tho 
ground, fitted for their master^s pleasure. I then spoke to the 
rest, six of whom seemed clear of their acceptance in the 
Beloved. . ; 

Whilje I was speaking to these, one Roberts, * a carman, who 
lived in Whitecross-street, entered the cell, looking at me 
with a sullen shyness, and, with. a countenance sneaking the 
very spirit of the old serpent dwelling iii him. This immedi-* 
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alely stnick rae> and I endeavoured to 8(>eak to him with aH 
the comfortable words^ and use the most pacific exhortations, 
J was capable of^ inviting him to come to the Lord Jesus as a 
poor; helplessj lost, and undone sinner ; that Jesus was the 
only sinner's Friend; told him, that the King of heaven laid 
down his life for the chief of sinners, and that he certainly 
died for him : I therefore quoted (for example) David, Mary 
Magdalen, Peter, and the thief on 'the cross. Now, while I 
was thus speaking to him, I perceived his countenance to 
change into a pleasing smile, and his uncultivated savage be- 
haviour, happily transformed into a child-like deportnoent* 
Now God instantly made the lion to lie down with the kid ; so 
the turbulent man became meek, and continued thus tiR bis 
last moments. 

The report having been made, and the dead -warrant coming 
down» eight of the ten were ordered for execution ; the other 
two were respited : Nor did either of these two appear to have 
any the least regard or concern for their deathless souls ; there- 
fore I trust, they were spared for a good purpose, that they 
.might have time (or repentance and amendment of life. 

The day arrived, whereon the other eight malefactors were 
. to die. Sarah Peters and myself were early at the cell, in 
order to render them all the spiritual service that was withi|| 
our power. The keeper having received directions on the 
over-night to lock them all up in one cell, that they might 
pour out their souls together in fervent solemn prayer to Al- 
mighty God, they paid very circumspect attention thereto^ 
and a happy night it proved to each of them ; so that when 
they were led down from their cell, they appeared like giants 
refreshed with wine ; nor was the fear of death apparent ia 
any of their countenances. We then went up to the chapel, 
when my companion and myself conversed with them in the 
press-yard room. Upon being called out to hate their irons 
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taken ofF^ Lancaster was the first: While they weredisburthening 
h'js legs thereof, the sheriff being present, Lancaster looked 
up to heaven with a pleasant smile, and said, '' Glory be to 
God for the first moment of my entrance into this place; for 
before I came hither my heart was as hard as my cell wall, 
and my soul was as black as hell ; but. Oh ! I am now wash- 
ed, clearly washed, from all my sins, and by one o'clock 
shall be with Jesqs in Paradise ;'' and, with many strong and 
forcible expressions, he exhorted the innumerable spectators, 
to flee from the wrath to come. This caused the sheriff to 
shed tears, and ask Mr. Lancaster if he was really in earnest, 
being so greatly affected with his lively and animated spirit. 
As their irons were taken off, they were rem^ndjed back to 
the press-yard room ; but by some accident they w.ere a long 
time getting off the last man's fetters. When they were 
gotten ofiP, Lancaster, beholding him at a short distance, clap- 
ped his hands together, and joyfully proclaimed, " Here comes 
another of our little flock.'* A gentleman present said (with 
an* apparent sympathizing spirit) '^ I think it is too great a 
flock upon such an occasion !" Lancaster, with the greatest 
fluency of speech, ^nd with an aspiring voice, said, "Phj 
no, it is not too great a flock for the Shepherd Jesus ; there is 
room enough in heaven for us all." When he exhorted the 
populace to forsake their sins, he particularly endeavoured to 
press on them to come to the Throne of Grace immediately, 
and without fear, assuring thepi, that they would find him a 
gracious and merciful God, to forgive them as he had forgivegi 
him. At length they were ordered into the cart, and I was 
prevailed Mp^n to go with them. When we were in the cart 
I addressed myself to each of these separately. The first per- 
son was Mr. Atkins, the son of a glazier, in the city, a youth 
of nineteen- years of age. I said to him, " My dear, are you 
afraid to die?" He replied, "No, Sir, really I am not.'* I 
then asked him, " Wherefore he was not afraid to die ?" He 
agaia answered m^, " Because I have laid my soul at the feet 
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of Jesus^ therefore I am not afraid to die/' I then spoke to 
Mr. Gardner, a journeyman carpenter, about the age of fifty, 
who made a very comfortable report of what the Lord had 
done for his soul, through the free remission of all his past 
sins^ and that be found the true peace of God reigning in his 
heart. The last person to whom I spoke was one Thompson, 
a very illiterate young man ; but he, agreeable to the others, 
entertained no fear of death ; assuring me also, that he was 
perfectly happy in his Saviour, and continued so till his last 
moments. This was the first time of my visiting the malefac* 
tors at Newgate, and of my attendance upon them to the place 
of execution ; and then it was not without much shame and 
fear, because I clearly perceived the greater part of the popu- 
lace considered me as one of the su£Perers. When we came 
to the fatal tree, Lancaster lifted up his eyes thereto, and 
said, " Blessed be God,'' then prayed extemporary in a very 
excellent manner, and the others behaved with great discre- 
tion. John Lancaster had no fciend who could procure for 
his body a proper interment ; so that, when they had hung 
the usual space of time, and were cut down, the surgeon's 
mob secured the body of Lancaster, and carried it over to 
Paddington. There was a very crouded concourse, among 
whom were numberless gin and gingerbread venders, accom- 
panied by pick pockets and whores, of almost every denomi- 
nation in London ; in short, the whole scene resembled a prin* 
cipal fair, rather than an awful execution. Now when the 
mob was nearly dispersed, and there remained only a few by- 
standers, with an old woman who sold gin, a remarkable oc- 
currence took place, and operated to the following effect : 

A company of eight jailors, with truncheons in their hands, 
having come to see the execution, looked up to the gallows 
with an angry countenance, the bodies having been cut down 
some minutes previous to their arrival. The old woman, 
before named, who sold gin, observing these tars to 
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grow YioleDt, by reason of their disappointment^ mildly ac- 
costed them, and said, " Gentlemen, I suppose you want the 
man that the surgeons have got.'' '* Ay/' replied the sailors, 
*' where is he ?" The poor affrighted woman gave them to un- 
derstand, that the surgeon's crew had carried him over to 
Paddington, and she pointed out to them the direct road there- 
to. They hastened away, and as they entered the town, en- 
quiry was made by them where the surgeon's mob was to be 
discovered ; and receiving the information they wanted, they 
went and demanded the body of John Lancaster. When the 
sailors had obtained the body, two of them cast it on their 
shoulders, and carried him round by Islington ; they being 
tired out with its pressure, two others laid themselves under 
the weight of the body, and carried it from thence to Shore- 
ditch ; then two more carried it from Shoreditch to Coverley V 
fields ; at length, after they were all rendered completely 
weary, and unable to carry it any farther, the sequel of their 
project, and their ultimate contrivance to rid themselves of 
the body was, an unanimous consent to lay it on the step of 
the first door they came to; They did so, and then went their 
way. This gave birth to a great riot in the neighbourhood, 
which brought an old woman, who lived in the house, down 
stairs. When she saw the corpse lay at the step of the door, 
she proclaimed, with an agitated spirit, " Lord, here is my 
son, John Lancaster \" This being spread abroad, came to the 
knowledge of the Methodists, who made a collection, and got 
him a shroud and a good strong coffin. I was soon informed 
of this event, which was peculiarly singular, as the seamen 
had no knowledge of the body, nor to whom he belonged 
when living. My second wife went with me too see him, pre- 
vious to the burial ; but neither of us could perceive the least 
alteration in his visage, or features, or any appearance of vio- 
lence on any part of his body. A pleasant smile appeared in 
his countenance, and he lay as in a sweet sleep. 
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From the time of this introduction among the prisonersy I 

preached frequently to the felons and debtors in Newgate. Of 

the latter I joined about thirty-six in a regular society ; nor 

would they suffer any individual to live in any outward sio^ 

as they never neglected to inform me of every such instance 

on my following visitation. At that time I had so lively a seal 

for the cause of religion, from my first hearing the Gospel^ that 

I spared no pains or labour to do all the good that was then in 

my power, through the assistance of God, both to the bodies 

and souls of sinners, embracing every opportunity, both in 

respect to hearing and speaking ; so that in process of time I 

preached in every prison, as well as many workhouses in and 

about London ; and frequently travelled to almost every town 

within twelve miles around this metropolis ; nor did I ever 

doubt, but that God as surely called me to that office of ad-> 

ministering his Holy Word to the unhappy malefactoi^ as St» 

Paul was called to the ministry. 



I still continued in the Found ry-schooli and by my secood 
marriage to the vvidow of captain .Robert Griffith, ^who had 
five children living, my family was much increased in tempo* 
tal circumstances for the ^ace of a few years, and my soul 
was exceedingly delighted ; bpt when I began to confine my- 
self to certain regulations, such as rising at four o'clock every 
morning, going to the five o'clock preaching, diligently at- 
tending the church-service, and strictly observing all the other 
ordinances of God, I was then clearly convinced of my unbe- 
lief, of my lost estate, and of the carnal mind, which is at 
enmity with God. No tongue can express the bitterness: of 
soul I then laboured under, both day and night, ^nd that for 
a long time having " no rest in my flesh by reason of my sin j** 
and although my place of abode joined the Foundry, yet, 
when I have left the school, to go either to breakfast or dinner^ 
my agony of mind has been so dreadfully heavy> that I have 
*even forgot to eat my bread, and have oftentimes wandered 
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into Hoxon-FieMs, there to poor out my misery before GodJ 
PrequeDtly after I tmd dismissed my scholars in the evening, I 
have, rather than go to my own apartments, taken a solitary 
walk into the fields' till nine, ten and eleven o'clock, roaring 
for the very disqnietvde of my sonl ; and notwithstanding I 
never could accuse myself of inattention to any ordinance^ 
faming and praying, and sitting up both early and late, yet 
my tinbelief prevailed^ till I became completely miserable. la 
this situation I continued about three years, so that I ** chose 
strangling rather than life j'' nor could I, with all my hearing 
and self-denial, overcome this damning sin of unbelief, Ne« 
ver was L possessed of so irritable a disposition', and at the time 
when people told me I could believe if I would, gladly would 
I have given worlds to believe, were they in my power ; but 
' ** such power belongeth to God alone,'' and glory be to him^ 
he displayed that power in my deliverance. The manner of my 
rescue, as it appeared to me, in a manifest reality, I shall 
simply and sincerely relate. Taking one morning my melan* 
choly walk, after five o'clock preaching, in the deepest dis« 
tress of mind, and as I was passing Ratclifie-Row, leading to 
the Shepherd and Shepherdess (a walk I had taken before 
.. tinies-out of number] I perceived a cow coming towards me, 
I really wished in my heart I was that beast, as I considered it 
ten thousand times happier than myself The next thing that 
passed me was a dog ; I heartily wished I could metamorphose 
ntny body and mind into that of the dog's. Afterwards I ob- 
served a man taking his course a few yards off; I then thought 
that man would afford me the greatest happiness I bver before 
experienced, if he would put an end to so wretched a life. In 
these miserable and distracted moments I had no conception of 
a deliverance so very near, especially as the enemy of my soul 
had just previously suggested to me, that if I lived five hun-* 
dred years longer in the world I should never Receive a trans* 
ibrmation of spirit by the grace of God } all which I believed, 
ilowever, I continued walking, by a slow gradation^ till I 
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caine to a lonesome pari of a field, by the Shepherd and 
Shepherdess, which I imagined was better calcalated for re- 
tirement than any other spot thereabouts. When I had se- 
cluded myself therein, being alone, on a sodden, in tbe 
twinkling of an eye, " a hand struck me a weighty blow on 
the top of my head,'' which in some measure affected my 
senses ; but I instantly found myself crying with a loud Toice^ 
''Praise God, praise God,'' and, looking up, I beheld the 
ethereal uniyerse, replete with the glory of God ; and that 
glory of such substance and palpability, I thought I could 
have laid hold of it with my hand. This attended me for the 
space of a minute ; but was succeeded by an uncommon thick 
darkness,, through which a black dart, as if it was shot from 
the hill near Islington, pierced its way, and, with wonderfal 
8wif]tness, entered my heart. I did not feel any pain thereby ; 
but it was followed witb these words, "This is one of your old 
delusions." Although I was staggered at this for a few mo- 
ments, yet I was quickly enabled to look up to heaven, and Uk 
beseech God in fervent prayer, that I might more fully know 
whether this was the remission of my sins, or not, as at the 
first I felt unspeakable peace, which far outweighed all my 
'^'^ormer misery ; and as I looked up, the heavens were unclosed 
/ about a mile in length, as it appeared to my mortal eyes, and 
tapered away to a point at each end. Tbe center of this awful 
and sacred avenue was about twelve feet wide, wherein I saw 
€he Lord Jesus standing in the form of a man, holding both 
his inestimably precious hands upright, and from the palms 
thereof the blood streaming down ; floods of tears gushed from 
my eyes, and trickled down my cheeks. I said, " Lord, it is 
enough !" nor have I once doubted since, but that I was freely 
justified at that time. 

Now> as I had been greatly harrassed when in my wretched 
state with the doctrine of election, I prayed the Lord to ex- 
plain to me, whether the blood of Jesus Christ was sufficient 
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to save all the world, or not« and immediately some articulate 
voice asked me the following question : " How did you find 
yourself an hour. ago?'' I then recollected that I was in a 
wretched and lost state. The voice again suggested, '' All the 
world is but as one man, and one roan as all the world/' The 
meaning of these words were as clear to my intellectual sensa* 
tions, as the sun performing its diurnal course; therefore one 
drop of the blood of Christ was not only sufficient to save the 
whole world, but ten thousand worlds of sinners, if there 
were so many. This I believed as an unquestionable assertion 
of verity ; nor, since this, do I ever remember to have experi- 
enced the slightest temptation to the doctrine of predestina* 
tion, whereof I cannot^ by any means, consider myself a de« 

fender. • 

• 

Seeing that nothing remarkable has occurred in my spiritual 
or temporal affairs, from the year 1745 to 1775, I shall now . /* 

confine myself to give a farther account of my elaborate re- 
searches into the situation of the prisoner's at Newgate, and 
into the state of their souls ; but I purpose not to enter into ^ 
a minute history of each, but of such only as were the most 
remarkable characters among them, in the course of my seve- 
ral visitations. 

I believe it may be upwards of twenty- one years since I 
first attended the prisoners .in Newgate, and there chiefly on 
the debtors side ; though sometimes I conversed in public 
among the felons, and the Lord is witness to the horrible scene, 
and the dreadful emblem of the infernal pit, which was there- 
in pourtrayed, consisting of swearing, cursing, speaking blas- 
phemies, and foul conversation, and that continually. The 
unfortunate persons confined in that prison found it the nearest ! U 
resemblance to the picture of hell of any under the canopy of 
heaven. However, having a constant pressure upon my mind 
to stand up for God in the midst of them, and to defend his 
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cause against those mighty sinners, while heedlessly proceed- 
ing in this destructiTe path, I therefore prayed to God for 
wisdom and fortitude in the attempt of that disagreeable task 
to flesh and blood. I confess I did so many times with fear 
and trembling, yet I can conscientiously announce to the world, 
I ever found the Lord overcoming all my apprehensive dreads, 
and confounding the adversary. Indeed for a few years, I 
could not fully perceive my call to attend the malefi^ctors, 
meeting with so many and various repulses from the keepeVa 
and ordinary, as also from the prisoners themselves ; but iiot- 
withstanding this opposition, I was the more vehetaeoftly 
pressed on in spirit to burst through all ; so that, by the aid 
of him who has all power in heaven and earth, I became (ia 
the name of God) daringly resolute in that point, and woold 
conform myself to no denial. The ordinary (Mr. Taylor) 
constantly on Sunday mornings stationed himself a few doors 
from Newgate, for the space of two hours or more, to obstruct 
my entrance, in forbidding all the turnkeys respectively to 
give me admittance ; yet the God of all compassion to those 
souls for whom Christ died, frequently made an entrance for 
me, so that I had an opportunity of preaching every Sunday 
morning on the debtors-side, to the number of forty prisoner^ 
who behaved with much seriousness and attention; after 
which I proposed to them the uniting themselves together ia 
the nature of a society, and acquainted them also with the 
manner and restrictive proceedings of Mr. Wesley throughout 
his several congregations. I read and left with them the rules 
of our society, particularly desiring them to consider seriously 
whether they deemed it proper to confine themselves to such 
regulations or not. Upon my succeeding visit I understood^ 
that, through the circumspection of two or three p^risonerj^ 
who were men of good understanding, and of a liberal educa* 
tion, that had highly approved of my proposals, an unity had 
taken place among thirty or more. For a considerable time 
afterwards they payed regular attention (o preachings aa^, to 
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the meeting of the young society, hehaving themselves suit- 
able to what might be reasonably expected from persons in a 
situation like theirs. If any ofience was given to the society 
in my absence, a report of the person or persons, by whom 
such offence had been occasioned, was never withheld from 
my notice. This desirable ceconomy continued for a consider* 
able time, when a great tumult was made by the ordinary^ 
who ever afterwards shut me out from those parts of the pri- 
son : It may here be observed, there were many intermediate 
wordings of God's blessed spirit among the felons ; but n^ore 
eminently among the condemned malefactors. 

I hope now to give a short account of Crod's remarkable 
working upon the souls of Mr. Holmes and five others, four 
of whom were most rancorous and unforgiving Roman Catho- 
lies. The case of Mr. Holmes nearly corresponded with that 
of John Lancaster, already treated of in the foregoing rela* 
tions. This man was excellently useful to the others of his 
fellow sufferers ; and likewise greatly so to the spectators.. 
Having no opposition, I joyfully embraced the opportunity of 
visiting these six malefactors, and soon gained my point over 
the two Protestants and three of the Papists, who, by force 
of my arguments, rejected further advice from the priest, and 
closed in with salvation by faith alone. 

Here I endeavoured to take such methods of conducting my« 
self towards these men, as I had usually done with the former 
happy departed souls ; and as 1 had an open door into the 
cells, which ever proved the most beneficial to the then con« 
fined prisoners, I went from cell to cell, being locked in with 
every individual for a longer or shorter time, according to the 
situation and state of mind of each prisoner, and was permit- 
ted by the turnkey to retire without any emolument whatever : 
Herein the hand of the Almighty was quite evident. Finding 
Mr. Holmes moie lively and active than any of the rest, he 
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answered a very useful purpose ; having a clear sense of for- 
giveness himself, he zealously exerted hinaself in the means 
of bringing the rest of his fellow-sufferers to a true sense of 
the necessity of being born again ; and truly the Lord pros- 
pered his endeavours, ^so that at every repeated visit, I made 
to them (which was very frequent) I found the rest of the mi 
lefactors either under stronger convictions, or just ready to 
step into the pool. For my own part, the advice I gave them 
was principally to make them the more deeply sensible of their 
lost estate, while I was very cautious of daubing them with 
untempered morter ; and hence I always perceived their con- 
versions were more solid, real, and permanent ; so that what 
they had received was truly shewn in their conduct. A few 
days before their death, I came more particularly home to the 
point, and exhibited both to Protestants and Papists how abso- 
lutely impossible it was for happiness to be obtained, either ia 
time or eternity, without the clear knowledge of God being 
reconciled to them through the death and passion of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, together with a sense of their re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of their sins. 
None of them appeared to be clear in this point, except 
Holmes ; all the rest still lay at the pool-side. 

Here I was struck with the conduct of one of the young 
Roman Catholics, who notwithstanding all that I could forc« 
into his mind, would not be reconciled to his prosecutor, de- 
claring that he would maintain that obstinate resolution to his 
last moments ! I told him, if he retained and cherished that 
dangerous resolution, the Word of God lay flat against him^ 
quoting this passage of Scripture. " If ye from your heart 
forgive not every one his brother's trespasses, neither will your 
heavenly Father forgive your trespasses." This greatly alarm- 
ed his mind, so that he became more teachable. The night 
before their execution, I desired the inner keeper, or turnkey, 
•f their respective cells, to give them the opportunity of a«i 
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sembling together in one cell, to the end they might all pass' 
their last hours in unitedly pouring out their souls in fervent 
and mighty prayer before God : This was granted agreeable to 
my desires. I also requested one of the prisoners, who had 
been confined for some years, to attend them diligently, and 
read to them. He did so, and they accordingly began their 
exercise from out of the Prayer Book ; but, after spending 
two hours in that lifeless frame, and finding their spirits to be 
in no wise animated thereby, one of the malefactors was 
moved, and said, ''Come, let us pray extempore, and who 
knows but God will open our mouths/' They all gladly con- 
sented thereto, and the Lord in his mercy did (in compassion 
to their infirmities] not only open their mouths, but their hearts 
too, and that in an unusual manner, manifesting himself unto 
them, as he doe^ not unto the world ; so that they wrestled 
with God in such great fervor of spirit, from nine till twelve 
o'clock, that each of them was in a profuse bath of sweat. 
Then they laid themselves down to rest from twelve till two, 
when every one of them again joined themselves in eager 
prayer ; nor did they desist from their happy exercise till the 
time arrived, when they were summoned to chapel. I went 
that morning before day-light, and availed myself of the joy- 
ful oppojrtunity of getting admittance just before they were let 
down. As they entered the pre$s-yard, I saw the happy con- 
sequencjB of their last acts of devotion an() solemnity. No 
tongue or pen is able faintly to represent the solemn joy and 
peace which appeared in each countenance ; but particularly 
in ^e young Roman Catholics,^ whom I could not prevail upon 
to forgive his prosecutor : To him I chiefly addressed myself^ 
saying, " My dear man, how do you find yourself?" He re- 
plied, with a pleasant voice, and a heavenly countenance^ 
"Find myself! why, truly Sir, my soul is so filled with light, 
love and peace, that I am the same as if I had nothing beside 
within me !" In this rapturous spirit he continued to his latter 
inoments. After phapel^ Holmes, with the others^ cam^e 
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dowD> and had their irons struck off* He spake to all about 
bim of the unspeakable love of God to him ; and assured them 
that he knew God, for Christ's sake. Had forgiven him all his 
sins : His words were so very powerfol, that he drew aban« 
dance of tears from the spectators. After they were haltered, 
they were put into three carts, and sent for execution. I went 
with Holmes in the first, spending our way to the most advan* 
tage. Upon our arrival at the tree. Holmes first stood up, 
and, lifting his eyes to heaven, said, *' Lord, didst not thou 
die for sinners } thou didst die for me \" Then turning round 
to the multitude, he prayed extempore so very excellently, 
that it caused hundreds to be in tears round the gallows. When 
prayers were finished by the ordinary, all of them, agnreeable 
to my request, went off the stage of mortality, first turning 
round, and putting their faces to each other, their hands being 
tied, crying out, as in the voice of one man, ** I^ord Jesus re* 
ceiTO our spirits.'* 

During the spaces of time which intervened between the 
several executions, I frequently preached and exhorted among 
the felons and debtors in Newgate, and constantly visited the 
sick in all parts of the prison, which I have sufficient reason to 
believe was blessed, in a great measure, to many of their 
souls ; as, in consequence of those means, numbers were pre^ 
pared to receive the glad tidings of salvation when under sen^ 
tence of death. 

Some years ago, Messrs. Morgan, Whalley, Brett, and 
Pupree, with two more, being then under sentence of death, 
tvere ordered for execution, in the late lying's reign ; and notr 
withstanding they were all conspicuous characters in life, yet 
Ibe highest interest the nation could afibrd was ineffectual to 
obtain an exemption from justice, especially as their fatal d^ 
liH^nepcy was the fruit of an intoxicated project. 
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The circninstaiice was thus: They all conjunctly agreed 
tipoa a party of pleasure, at the election of a certain member 
for Chelmsford, Essex ; bat after they had glutted themselves 
with an immoderate regalement, they unanimously consented 
to divert themselves by going out upon the roads, and there 
endeavour to effect a robbery on the first individual that might 
present himself in their way. In the course of these their uo^ 
restrained proceedings, a certain farmer chanced to pass them, 
who was attacked by these unhappy men, and robbed of all 
his money. After this the farmer, having met with assistance, 
pursued them all into Chelmsford, where they were every one 
secured, and were removed by a habeas the next day to Lon- 
don; they took their trials, were cast, received sentence of 
death, and ordered, as before mentioned, for execution. Mr* 
Brett was the son of an eminent divine in Dublin ! Mr. Whal- 
ley a gentleman of a considerable fortune, and was possessed 
of three country seats of his own ! Mr. Dupree was also the 
complete gentleman ! and Mr. Morgan an officer on board one 
of his Majesty's ships of war ! The last of these was frequent- 
ly visited by lady Elizabeth Hamilton (the duke of Hamilton's 
daughter) both before and after sentence. I have seldom iail« 
ed to be present with them at their several interviews in New- 
gate, and thereby understood, that if this lamentable affair 
had not taken place, the connubials of Mr. Morgan and lady 
Betty were to have been solemnized in a very short time. 

This lady, like the importunate widow set forth in the Gos- 
pel, went daily to his Majesty, as did also others who had 
igreat influence, at her request, and pleaded with his Majesty 
for the life of Mr. Morgan ; but, at the first, his Majesty con* 
fiidering it a point of injustice, as well as partiality, would by 
no means attend to her plaintive petitionsi. Another consider* 
ration was, that they were all persons of dignity and fortune, 
and could not plead necessity to palliate the enormity of those 
]robberies^ as many unhappy sufferers, oonld^ therefore his 
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Majesty said^ his subjects were not to be put in bodily felir, 
and suffer the loss of their property, merely through a capri- 
cious, wanton whim : However, the morning prior to the exe- 
cution lady Betty Hamilton appeared before his Majesty, and 
fell upon her knees, (I suppose in tears too.) " My lady,** 
iaid his Majesty, *' there is no end to your importunity.; I will 
spare his life, upon condition that he be not acquainted there- 
with till he arrives at the place of execution/' These docu- 
ments were with the utmost precision attended to ; and ac- 
cordingly Mr. Brett; Mr. Whalley, and Mr. Dupree, were 
tied up to the gallows ; the other cart with Mr. Morgan, and 
two other gentlemen, followed ; but the sheriff, upon ordering 
the coach to stop, produced the respite sent to Mr. Morgan 
from his Majesty. 'Tis hard to express the sudden alarm this 
made among the numerous multitude ; and when I turned 
round and saw one of the prisoners out of the cart, with his 
halter loose, falling to the ground, he having fainted away at 
the sudden news, I was instantly seized with a great terror^ as 
I thought it was a rescue rather than a reprieve ; but when I 
beheld Mr. Morgan put into a coach, "and perceiving that la^y 
Betty Hamilton was seated therein, in order ta receive him« 
my fear was at an end, and truly I was very well pleased oq 
the occasion. 

As soon as the coach, with Mr. Morgan and the lady, had 
drove off for Newgate, a venerable gentleman, who carried 
the appearance of a courtier, walked up to the first cart, aiidj 
addressing himself to Mr. Dupree in a very Chris^i^p manner^ 
begged him to look stedfastly to God, in whose presence he 
would shortly appear, and hoped, the mercy hj^ companipa 
received would have no bad i^fFect jipon hin>. Mr. Dupree, 
with the most unimaginable calmness ai^d composure of mind, 
said, " Sir, I thank God that he is thjas Reprieved; it does not 
by any means affect me :'' This gave the gentleman much sa^ 
tisfaction. Now when prayers were ^Qded, I ad(}refae4 e^ck 
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of them in the most awful and striking words I was capable of^ 
and which> I have great reason to believe, were not to little ' 
purpose, as they all appeared intirely resigned to their fate* 
■Mr. Brett, the clergyman's son, displayed the conduct of a 
gentleman and scholar : In a mild spirit, he earnestly craved 
the sincere prayers of the multitude ; and likewise, in his last 
pi^e of exhortation, he conjured them all to take warning by 
the untimely end of the three objects of their present atten« 
tion. When they were turned off, and the mob nearly dis- 
persed, I hastened back to Newgate, and there seriously con* 
versed with Mr. Morgan, who, in consequence of the unex* 
pected change, was scarcely recovered. 

In the course of our reciprocal conversation he told me hia 
mind, a few minutes previous to and at the arrival of his re- 
prieve, was in so happy a state, that he could not immediately 
tell whether life or death was best ; yet, when about six weeks 
. were elapsed, it evidently appeared, by Mr. Morgan's tran- 
sactions, that his Majesty's gracious act of lenity was clearly 
Mm>rn off his remembrance ; for one day as I chanced to pay 
him a visit (whereof he was not previously apprised) I detect- 
ed him in playing at cards with and against a Mr. Barrett, who 
was confined upon the supposition of defrauding his creditors. 
This man was apparently totally destitute of the fear or know- 
ledge of God, and was also very prejudicial in his behaviour 
to the souls of poor condemned prisoners, ever attempting t^ 
divert their minds from their attention to that which was truly 
good ; likewise setting at nought, and exposing to censure and 
ridicule, those who incessantly laboured for their eternal be- 
nefit; but the Lord over-ruled him. I then laid before Mr. 
Morgan the dangerous folly of such proceedings, and added, 
" if such conduct as that (viz. playing at cards) is oftentimes^ 
through point of conscience, abolished by men of common 
sense, how much more then ought such empty and soul des- 
troying amusement to be despised by one who had 30 recently 
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been rescued from death by his Majesty's great clemency 
in so conspicuous a manner as he hirabelf had ! I therefore in- 
treated him to lay the cards aside* and never attempt to resume 
such folly any more. By virtue of this remonstrance he be« 
came very complaisant, and* as an obsequious child, conforms 
his behaviour to the wishes of his parents, just so Mr. Morgan 
renounced the diversion to which his mind was so strongly 
inured ; and, in a moment's time, he marked the line of his 
conduct with an humble attention to ail my sympathising re- 
proofs. 

The before-mentioned Mr. Barrett, finding I had taken the 
attention of Mr. Morgan from off his evil allurements, began 
to abuse me very much, and also boasted that it was not in the 
power of all the world to hurt him; that he defied all the 
judges to bring him in as a culprit upon trial ; but, however, 
shortly after, his creditors having a strong suspicion that be 
had some effects concealed in a chest, wherewith he was fur- 
nished in Newgate, obtained a judicial order to search it, and 
found (as they had been informed] to the amount of five thou- 
sand pounds in bank notes, cut in halves. Soon after this hia 
trial came on, and he was deemed guilty by the judges. He 
was condemned with Mr. Samuel Lee, a fine young gentle- 
man, for forgery, and they were both accordingly ordered for 
execution ; Mr. Barrett, on the Tuesday, in Smithfield ; Mr. 
Lee, on the Wednesday, at Tyburn. Mr. Barrett refused my 
company, and the service I might have been to him ; therefore 
I cannot give my readers any account of him, as touching his 
behaviour during his latter moments ; yet Mr. Lee, the morn- 
ing before his execution, was very attentive to instruction, and 
just before he was turned off the stage of life, put a letter into 
my hand, which I opened, and was deeply affected with the 
contents thereof : It began thus, "Oh, eternity! eternity! 
eternity ! who can fathom the depths of eternity \" The whole 
body of the letter expressed the devoutest sentiments of his in- 
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nort isoul. Vds behaTiour od the passage to and at the place of 
execution was altogether serious; nor did he leave room to 
dotfbt of his eternal salvation, 

I shall next speak of what I heard and knew of Mary £d* 
monson, who was executed on Kennington-Common^ upon the 
supposition of murdering her aunt at Rotherhithe. This un« 
fortunate young woman was under close confinement a great 
length of time. The day of her removal arrived ; she was 
then conveyed to Kingston^ there to stand trial before judge 
Dennlson, who some time before tried a Mr. Coleman, a 
brewePs clerk, for the supposed personal abuse of a young 
woman ; and, although the opponents of Mr. Colenian labour* 
ed to persuade this young woman that Coleman was the per- 
son who treated her in that scandalous manner, yet, when they 
were in each others presence, sihe declared he was not the 
man. His enemies still pressed upon this young woman to 
change her opinion, assuring her that he was the offender ; 
and as further interrogatories were put to her, respecting the 
circumstances which had been alledged, she gave a contra- 
dictory answer^ which seemed to imply that he was the man ; 
60 the poor guileless prkoner wais thereby put into immediate 
confinement, and thei*e secured till his trial came on, when he 
was condemned, and executed. About three years after this, 
Mr. Coleman's innocence was brought to light, and that as 
evident as the noon-day sua, the carman who drove him to the 
place of execution having been proved to be the man, and 
that by his own confession ; be was therefore U'lei, condemn- 
ed and executed, and one Mr. Belagourd, who was found per-P 
jured in Coleman's case, was sentenced to stand in the pillory 
opposite St. George's church in the Borough. Afterwards he 
with two others, who were concerned in the taking away Mk^ 
Coleman's life, were transported. ' 
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I return now -to Mary Edmonson, who, as before observed, 
was tried by judge J>ennison upon mere circumstances, as no 
positive evidence against her could be produced. However^ I 
understood that the prisoner suffered very severe and rigoroas 
treatment from the judge, because she insisted upon her inno- 
cence and integrity, the judge still laying the murder to her 
charge, calling her a notorious vile wretch, assuring her that 

she would be d d if she denied the fact^ as matters were 

so evident, particularly seeing that her apron and cap were 
found covered with blood in the copper^hole ; yet, as she was 
condemned on circumstances only, and as I attended her to 
the place of execution, I have every reason to believe she was 
condemned innocent of the charge. 

Mow as I was often prevented embracing the opportunities 
of visiting this woman whik in con^nement, so therefore I 
entertained no ideas, or even the least intentions, of seeing 
her suffer ; but as I was occasionally passing through the Bo- 
rough, I chanced to call on one Mr. Skinner, a cheesemonger, 
in that street, who earnestly intreated me to attend the unfor* 
tunate Mary Edmonson, that being the morning appointed for 
her execution. As he was a man very piously inclined, and 
one who seemed deeply affected about the future state of her 
soul, I therefore complied with his intreaties, although I was 
extremely fatigued by my long journey ; and as he further 
observed, that the unhappy woman had been brutally dealt 
with in the course of her imprisonment, and also greatly hin«» 
dered in ma)cing her peace with God, I immediately (consider- 
ing it a point of my duty) set out for Kennington-Common» 
yet with very slight hopes of coming to the speech of her be* 
fore she entered into her unchangeable state : but the Lord hai 
hjs way in the whirlwind. Some. minutes, previous to my ar- 
rival at the Peacock, near the Common whereon she was to 
suffer, Thomas Toll is, the executioner, espied me in the midst 
pf the mighty concourse, and filled with joy and tears, hurri- 
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ed through the crcmd, and said, ** Mr. Told^ I thank God you 
are come ; pray follow me, and I will lead you to the room, 
wherein she will shortly be confined ; and, for God's sake, 
speak. ^B closely tp her as yoi^ can.'' 1 followed him into the 
roona, 9n4^ a^ter having tarried aboQt the space of half an 
hour, I beaf4 a violent shout of " Here she comes I" I then 
bad recourn^ to the window which iooked int<> Abe rciad, and 
there penceiyed that the turbai^t mob were universally com** 
bined. it givinghei; a shocking reception with ext^nd^ rpoatbs^' 
throwing out tbe^ most vile^ terriblei aad blasphemous <curses' 
and oaths, tmpos^ble to be penned or set forth ! na^j too hor^' 
rible fpr reliction to dwell oa ! When th^ prisoher was 
brought intf^ the rooin, she Mood vfith her back against tixsr 
wainscoatf but ^ppe^red perfectly resigned to the will of God^ 
I tb^i addressed my sejl^f to her, tsayiqg, ^'My dear, .for God's 
s^ke, for Chri^^ sake^ and fox the sake of your own precious^ 
soulj do not dj^ with a He in your mouih ! You ace* in h. few> 
mootents, to appear in the presence of an Holy God, who is oC 
pnrer eyes. than to )beboid iniquity. O consider what an eterw 
^ity of misery myst \}e, and this<will be the certain portien of 
si[\ H^ho die in their sins; therefore, if you are guilty, openly 
CQ^fe^ it ; or if you wer>e. in any wise concerned in the mur- 
der* yo^ are no^ clear b/sfpre God> if you do not publicly ac- 
knowledge your guilt.'' . She benrd me wath much meekness 
f^d sixDiplicity ; IjMit aos^^red. That she had already advanced 
the truth, ap^l hoped she «aigbt persevere in the same spirit to 
hei las^ mp9[i^t, Mr. Hammett, who was then chief keeper 
of th* New-nfrj^p,; ;^Ough, i^ order of the sherifF, dismis- 
sed: every person from out of the. room ; and said to me, " Mr. 
Told^ I am seasible of the business upon which you came hi- 
ther ; bi^t mu^t h?g you wiU quit the room, as no person is per- 
mitted to attead her liirithout obtaining the sheriff's consent for 
that purpose ;" but, upon Mr. Hammett's following me out, 
he iatitaated that the sheriff would grant me permission to vlU 
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tend her in the cart to the place of execuUoo>. if I deemed it 
prudeat to ask him. 

The period of Ijer departure for the gallows having arrived, 
I solicited the sheriff to bestow his approbation of my visiting 
her as soon as possible. He then asked roe " if I was a clergy- 
man ?" I replied, "No, Sir." "Are you a dissenting minis- 
ter ?" I answered, " No/' "What are you then ?" I inform- 
ed him, that I was one who preached the gospel, and could 
wish to be the means of bringing the prisoner to a confession. 
The sheriff at that bid me lay hold of his horse's bridle, and 
told me I should accompany her to the place of execution; 
yet he did not urge me to rush into that dangerous attemfSt im- 
mediately, seeing the rioters ,were so fiercely exasperated 
against her. It was observed to me by the sheriff, that a very- 
great satisfaction would be given to the nation in general, if I 
conld be instrumental in bringing her to a confession. NoW, 
ad we were proceeding on the road, the sheriff ^8 horse being 
close to the cart, I looked at her from under the horse's bridle^ 
and said, " My dear, look to' Jesus." This salutary advice 
quickened her spirit^ insomuch that, although she did not lool^ 
about her before, yet she then turned herself round to me, 
and joyfully answered, " Sir, I bless God, I can look to Jesa& 
to my comfort." This produced a pleasant smile in her conn<^ 
tenance, which, when the sons of violence perceived, they d-— d 
her in a shameless manner; this was accompanied with a 
vengeful shout, "See how bold she i»! See how the b— — h 
laughs !" At length we came to the tree, where many officers 
v/ere stationed on horseback, besides numbers more on loot 
furnished with constables staves. When the cart was backed 
under the gallows, a very big and corpulept man (as I was in 
the midst of the hubbub) trod on ttiy left foot with such fury 
and weight, that I really thought he had taken it quite off: 
However, the sheriff soon cleared the way, and formed an ar- 
rangement of constables round the cart^ then directed some of 
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them to put me thereinto^ in order that I might be of all the 
service to the malefactor which laid in my power ; the sheriff 
himself standing behind the cart^ the better to avail himself 
of my discourse with her. When she was tied up> I began to 
address her nearly with the same words as I did at the Pea- 
cock, pressing upon her (at the same time) an acknowledge* 
ment of the perpetration, in the most solemn manner ^ viras 
capable of; but she declared her innocence in presence of the 
sheriff*. I then interrogated her thus, " Did you not commit 
the ikct? Had you no concern therein ? Was you not interest- 
ed in the murder?'' She answered, ''I am as clear of the whote 
sifiair, as I was the day my mother brought me into the world.'' 
The sheriff, on hearing these words, shed plenty of tears, and 
said, " Good God ! it is a second Coleman's case !" The cir- 
cumstance likewise brought tears from many persons who heard 
her. When I was getting out of the cart, the executioner put 
the handkerchief over her eyes ; but she quickly moved it 
away, and, addressing herself to the multitude, begged them 
to pray that Grod would bring to light, when she was depart- 
ed, the cause of the assassination^ saying, that she^ had no 
doubt that the prayers of such persons would be heard, as she 
repeated her innocence, solemnly declaring, that she was as 
ignorant of the crime for which she was going to suffer, as at 
the day of her birth ; and added also, '* I do not lay any thing 
to the charge of my Maker, he has an undoubted right to take 
fne out of this world as seemeth him good ; and, although I 
am clear of this murder, yet I have sinned against him in noany 
grievous instances ; but, I bless God, he hath forgiven 'me all 
,niy sins.'' Her kinsman then came up into the cart, and would 
ffdn have saluted her ; but she mildly turned her face aside^ 
strongly suspecting him to be the assassin, having frequently 
challenged him therewith at Kingston : This, I believe, will 
•shortly appear to the satisfaction of my readers, that he was 
the very man, and the sole cause of Mary's untimely end i but 
first I purpose to finish with Mary. 
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After her kinsman was gone 90t of Uie e«f ^ the esecotioner, 
H second time* was pwtting the handkerchief orer her (mere, 
which ^he again tamed aside, looking at the sheriflT/ and la* 
menting d)us with nieekness, " I think it cruel that none is 
8U0ered to pray by me/' The sheriff then desired me*. lor 
God's sake, to go a second time into the cart* and renew my 
prayers with her, which, when finished, Mary began to pray 
extempore, and in a most excellent manner ; whei^ she had- 
condiided her prayer, the executioner performed his par^ 
and, being turned off^ her body dropt against my right shoul- 
der; nor did she once struggle or B»ove, bat was as still as if 
sbie had hung three hours. Upon her trial it was represented* 
thai she cot all her fingers across on both hands for a decef^ 
tion* in ord[er to lay the murder upon some other person ; imt, 
in her defence up<m trial, she declared that her fingers were 
not cul; by a k^ife ; but, being alarmed, when sbe entered, tbt 
Jl^ouse, ait seeing four m^n, one of whom was in a whiti^ frocks 
^pd also seeing her aunt lay weltering in her own blopd* abe^* 
in conse^i^ce thereof, made sonuelwbst of a startling m(]|tH]«i^ 
which, when: the felons pejFqeived* they all ran out of doprsu 
Mary pieoes^rily following them ck>^* caught the door wiljh 
iioth lier hands, and called out, ''JVjhirder ;'' but, by their 
pulling the door very hard, her eight fingers were ihereby 
jammed almost off. When she was executed, I noticed her 
Angers, went immediately and took a door, with which. I 
jammed my fingers also, and found them to be marked exacts 
Jylike hers. 

I now return to the kinsman of Mary Edasonson, who, upon 
•the death of his aunt (as Mary and he were cousins) wa» in- 
titled to one hundred pounds, \efi him by way of legacy, and 
likewise to Mary two hundred pounds. The kinsman haTiog 
received his, bought himself out of the army, as before he 
had heen a foot soldier. Some time ailer the execution of his 
kinswoman, he, with another man, hired a post-chaise in the 
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Borough, to go on a party of pleasure to Croydon-Fatr : UpOii 
their return in the etening, Mary Edmonson^s kinsman said to 
his friend in the chaise, a» passing Ken n in gton gallows, ''Ther^ 
is the place where my kinswoman (Marp Edmonson) was hnn^ 
wrongfally !" The other (rtruck by the assertion) said, " Wrong- 
fully ! How do you know she was hung wrongfully?'' "Be- 
cause," replied the kinsman, " I should have gone in het 
room." His companion, after a short conversation, and amon^ 
other questions, asked him where was the place of his abode ? 
Hie dnswered, " In Hedge-Lane, Charing-Cross. Now, wb«|| 
they had put up the cfaai5e> the supposed friend of Mar j^^ 
kinsman went that moment to justice Hammond, in the Bo- 
rough, who, being informed of what had passed, granted a 
vrarrant to apprehend him. He was accordingly apprehended, 
and committed to Newgate, where, at his request, I visited 
htm. He then desired me to render him all the spiritual as- 
sbtaitce I was able; but my instructions were 16st in the in- 
fttr actions which he received at Newgate from his fellow cri- 
miaals, having speedily learnt how to act, and also the art of 
denying the confession he had made to his companion in the 
chaise. Notwithstanding he was removed by a habeas frortl 
Newgate to Kingston in Surry, and when the assizes com- 
menced, he was tried before judge Dennison, who tried his 
kinswoman, Mary Edmonson ; but, as he so artfully denied 
the charge, the judge frankly acquitted him : However, he 
soon went on the highway, and committed a robbery, and was 
taken, for which he was tried, cast, and condemned ; but, I 
have been informed, judge Dennison, to prevent clamours, 
got him a reprieve for transportation ; so that I never heard of 
the villain since, which is now many years ago. 

I shall next give an account of Mr. Harris, who was report- 
ed to be the flying highwayman. During his confinement, 
-after sentence, he was both stupid and hardened, inattentive 
to instmetion from the ordinary ot myself. The morning of 
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kis execution, when he came out of bis cell, he behaved as &■ 
man deprived of his senses ; but^ upon his entering the cha* 
pel, he became violent ; so that the Rev. Mr. Rowe was ter« 
ribly affrighted, and thereupon ran for his life : However, I 
went to him, and, endeavouring to create a calmness in bis 
temper, I solemnly set before him the awful eternity he was 
just going to enter into; yet all the counsel I gave him was as 
water spilt on the ground ; nor was the least glimpse of repent* 
ance to be seen in his countenance or behaviour. The others 
that were sentenced to sufier with him, by direction of the 
Sheriffs, were ordered into the cart ; yet the same dullness and 
stupidity of mind was not removed from Mr. Harris ; nor did 
he give the least attention to what was spoke concerning him» 
until we had passed a little beyond Hatton-Garden : I then 
pressed upon him to be silent and still for the space of ten mi* 
putes, during which to.be very cautious of speaking a single 
word ; but to be fully observant in keeping the eye of his 
mind steadfastly fixed upon the ever-blessed and adorable 
Jesus, and to beseech of him the forgiveness of all his sins. 
Hanging back his head on the copse of the cart, he shut his 
eyes, and was profoundly silent for the said space of ten mi* 
nutes, when, upon raising himself up, the tears pouring down 
his cheeks, he clapped l^is hands together, and said, ** Now I 
know the Lord Jesus has forgiven me all my sins, and I have 
nothing to do but to die.'' He then burst into aq extempore 
prayer, that the assembled popjulace might jnpr^ distinctly 
hear him on both sides, and continued happy to hi^ lafit mo- 
ments; but solemnly denied the charge of his being the flying 
highwayman, as he never leaped a turnpike-gate in his life ; 
though it was acknowledged by him that he had committed se- 
veral highway robberies in his life-time. 

The next person, of whom I shall give a particular account, 
was one Anderson, a poor abject labouring man, whose cha- 
racter, before the following unfortunate affair happe^edj was 
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•nimpeacilabla^ tc^Mfalof his i«diistry» iobfiety, and honesty. 
7hid poor man' had' a wife far ^ne with child, and adaqghter* 
aboot" 80f ^D yeara oM; bot was totally destitilte qf rtioney/ 
eloathB^ and a spot whereto lay; thaiffheadsy baving been by* 
•ne of their ngMf cvedijliMPadieposseesed of tbemeai^ habitation! 
^ey. ibrmerly h^kU and neceesritated tp lay.on the floor iniuieii 
pretsont aparliients^ -as the^gob^neas ^f (dodiiidootpai^d with! 
priiiciples of" huinaarty. - t.i .li i.i. :. ' \ i-n^il i>t '.:>r. ..i.- .- 

- One ihoming Mi"; Attdei<8oni''h^ih|f'h^en hlMi^'iiMe^ with^' 
o«t empfoynietiti ^aid to htaw^^jf-'^'My dear/jihaf^ a strongl 
Hielin^tlon td go dowii^t^^n the^ (SHiay^, it ii]ay^be> the" Lord 
Wifr^foVid^' for me a loaf of^ bread/ or scune^'einipfoyment, 
whefQby'we 6i&y sQ«ta^n <>iirb^1yes a Irttle longer,^ or dse we 
Shm perish with hnageri'^ Ho actordtngfy went* out, and that 
speedily ; bo^ as the many atienipts he hafd hithertb made were 
Uitireiy fruitless, i^nd fining that all resources had fhiled; a 
lemptafiofr^^nteradtbtb his tirtiici lib cdmoiehce i-oMeh In or- 
dei" to r^isis himselfi and fbin^ly from th^ deep^ state of pei 
ntiry and distress/ he gare way to the tetoptatrob, aind accord- 
ingfy turited badk, and went into Ho.^ton-Fields^ where casual- 
ly tn^^tlng two w^herwomen, who were bringing lidinb theif 
clean linen, he, without biddrngthem stop, said to one; '* Misi 
tress> I want money.'' She replied, "I have only two-pence.** 
Then, said he, " Give me that.*' After this exaction- of two- 
pence; he addressed the other, saying, ** You have gbt money, 
I know you have.** The woman answered, **! have btit four- 
pende-.**' He exacted that likewise, and, insensible of what 
might follow, scarce knowing vvhat he did, he walked' before ' 
them into town. When they arrived in Old-Street, the two 
ivomen charged him with a constable, and both declared that 
he stoppled them in Hoxton-Fielda, and formally robbed them 
of their money. He was, by reason of this information, com- 
mitted to prison, tried, land cast at the Old-Bailey for death, 
with several others^ who lay a considerable timo^ under sen- 
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tence before the report was niaule to Im Msjesij. ' Ib.tira. in« 
terun poor Mrs. Aoderson, though big. with ber third fbiti^ 
piade frequent yisits to her husband, ap4» tbroiigh the ooast^ 
derate iDterreotioii of some bea^ficefit friends^ abe W98.ieiia« 
bled to supply htm with sufficient food, the- priioo allo'waoce 
lM>t being more than one pennyworth of bread per dty.. Dtaning 
tJbie many, yeari I attended the prisoners, it is scarce witliiiim3i[ 
remembrance to have seen an instance .of socb meek, . loYiiigi 
and tender spirits^ conjugally subsisting, as that which ap- 
peared so admirably <cDnspi<;apus in the cpoiitenance.^iid de- 
portment of this poor n^anand his wife; i|i<^)Bed«. thejr wert^ 
naturally inc^line^ to few wprds ; but the woipan« fire^tientljr 
seating herself by her husbaqd^SiS^de^ ^nd ther^ throwing Jbue^ 
arms around his neckj tbey woul^,^^4 n^Qtu^l .^nd.^mp^er 
tic floods pf, tears, to mitigate the great anguish :iifb>cb^:<^ti^^ 
several interviews^ regularly overwhelmed tt^eir united l^^trtf-; 
But it is.ii^possible to do justice to their ; ^2cquisi|e sen^jbjlifjf 
and tender a^ection. Wl^e9 I called all tlie prisoqe^s ialo|hj9 
press-yard ^ooip> they beba,ved with the deepest at^ntjo^ 9. UQ% 
do I remember to have made.them one visit, but I ever foun^ 
their souls to be greatly p routed by my exhortations. I may- 
further observe, this was the case with all the others then un* 
der confinemeat^ in some measure. 



.Mr. Anderson, some time before the death waiprant cam^ 
down, was both convinced of sin, and also clearly sensible of 
,the remission of his sins. The moining of his execution hav^ 
ing arrived, I attended him a little past six o'clock, and^ upoa 
his being let down from bis cell, found him to be exceedingly 
happy in his mind, t^llipg me had no doubt of hi& salvation, 
and that he shopld shortly be with Jesus, whom his sot^l.loyed^ 
and added, "^ This is the happiest day I ever saw in my life ; 
Oh ! who can express the joy and peace I now feel : If I coul4 
have all the world I would not wish to live another day I" Notr 
\^ithstanding the miaister, churchwardens and overseer^^ with 
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general others of St. I^uke's parish^. preseDtcd vsNrions petitions 
%o his Majesty .OA bis behalf, and though he had received aa 
boRouirable, qhar^cter from the captain of the. nun of war, 
'whereto he. formerly belonged, r and from whioh he . was regu- 
larly disGhargcyd,.yet, wheo bis case wfis under the consider- 
ation of the Prit^yrCouncil, . by a <wrqQg iuformation which 
they received, tba^t he was the Anderson^ who was an audaci- 
ous higbway.map at that tij^e on ^e roads;, he was i9cluded in 
tfae^ead-warr^t, 

I - • ■ . . ■ . . ■ .. . • • . • . ... 

* • Nowas I was going in the cart with bim to theplace of execu* 
ton^ well knowing tbe miserable situation of his wife, I enquired 
of him where she was to be found ; to which be answered, " I 
can give you no kind of intelligence whene,; seeing she has no 
place of abode ; but lays on the floor in some po6r person's dwei* 
ling-hpuse, moving fcom house to house, as she is compelled by 
necessity ; therefore I am uncertain where ^he may be found or 
heard of;'' I then- asked hip^where there might be a probability 
of discovering her residence^ He told me in LainbpAJley, 
Bishopsgat^^treet. Hwf- finding that the Lord had strengthened 
my wishes>to assist bti'y^i-'speottb^efoFe three days in grovelling 
through almost eTery dirty alley in that neighbourhood ; and, 
afUr having almost resigned every hope of jcoming to the 
khowledge of her then place of abode, I. at the last \neceiYed 
information of her, whereby it was a!icertained that she dwelt 
in Holy weE-Laae. . I went there accordingly, and found ber 
tn a melaii<!^befy aitoition, sitting with a poor old woman'; 
li4ien,.lookingrinto the room, I saw uo other furniture than 4 
piece of an old rug, whereon they both laid tbemself^S t^ 
sleep ; the room also was, I Terily believe, more nauseous than 
the cells of Newgate. . When. I had spoken a fow words, I 
gave Mrs^ Anderson strict diveictions to call at my house, in 
Christophsejr's-AIIey. She cam^ but not withput much fear^ 
imagining I had. somewhat to«ay against, b^r. As I was en- 
4age^d ill btheifiempk^yment ^h^n jibt came to my house« my 
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Md a very teiidei- heart t<ri(r^<liil th« JiF^bi'i sti^ (Mlt'^o shiHiiig^ 
kite the p6or W6i^kD^^ htifidj' bid4rn|^ fr^OtiM€ fna^ mk^ M 
dibd^r. In th^'eo«fbo of tti«ir comrarsirtibtij my wife obsem^ 
to Mf^; Andf^fsdii tf^t I 'bi^ly vfanted t6 do b^r «li the good 
that wa^ in kttjr p&wMt: Tb« )iext night I was appoihted td( 
pteaefratoaridh^^Un'OM^Or^l-'Latie, wherei in my dit-^ 
^otTrse^, I represented to the coh^i^^tito the linfommale cntf& 
of Mr. Anderson^ who died for six-pencey being thtt firtl^ 
crime, if criminal, which I think not, were circumstances 
ecosideiscd. > lalib set ferth the afflicted waA deplofl^e fliitu- 
ition pf hiswi#e4 ilSeWi ahhengh the oongregation Ihat^veo^ 
ibg was bat smill, and those chiefly poor people^ 3^t Ih^ 
contributed to ber. relief six and tweaAy shillings ; and^ by 
ktying her caie before otbcra^ I got as orach as clothed her dt^ 
eHMitlj. A^'dhei continued with roe I perceived she begia td 
grciw ffdar h«r time ; I therefore adced ber if sbe could give 
i^'kn account of the parish she pi|iperly belonged to, tilling 
beti I wowld get a petition sigiied by Doctor Watben# one o€ 
tiie^geirerndrs etf ihe Loadon lying-in^hospitali to provide soiM 
fimd oil an aisylom foe her reception ; but tfae poor woalany boI 
Having ray knowledge of Jier hosbaod'a parisk; I w^ 0n thuM 
^oeoonteMiiged txvcomnalit ber as one of Ihecastial poor On- the 
parish of Shoreditdb, Doctor Wathen informiog «e she oottld 
tiotbe admiMd iwto the Loodoi^ lyiiig^in-hospiial without a se^ 
ttirity froni the pai>ish> to receive the child vi <mse of hcf 
d^thf, I waited <>« tbe principal churcfavtardeR if bptj, be be^ 
kkg absent, I repatived to the dw«Iling-khon$e of the dther, who 
tidfcdled and' abused te^ in a most scandalom manner indeed| 
alt&otigli I bad already represented to him tfae lamentable etat&i 
bf -Mm. Anderson, assorihg him that her. life would be lest ida 
Want of attOAtMtiy being left iiitively destitute o£ moiley os 
^)6thing. The sbhfage repliedi «* I s«f)]bo8e it is somev^maA 
3^ bate got witb chiM^ aftd you ivant to father it opeit the 
ii^islr;'^ For this I paid bim a complioMUt^. and told him, ^9 
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lived btif a ffet^ dibo^s frdta hitfli tbdft ^j chftrdfefif #a«' Wi^*ll 
knowB> skid thiitif he €^itmt Xo' inq^vpt ^ei^eirttoi h^ woaM^, 
in my opinion^ find himself mistaken." He then said, in a 
suVIy'mknnery ? Tbefrl stipfrtne it bafcrntRaogbd man's widow 
or eth€#/^ I qfikkjy took myle^ft af him, assvriog hitti,^th9fc 
Ishottid Bbtk no' further relief from one whose nnhaadionkfe 
liehavidur rendered him inooinpeteht tbrgiveanyi i faaslened 
then tmniediately toa gentleaaik 6f'ray«wn corFespond«aca» 
:i9!ho i(Qliiiitliined a clo^e acquaintance With the npper, choDcfal* 
warddn;^ and informed* him of the uhkia^ and also nagentecl 
i>ei]iatieai- of the other, witU the dislresaed sitaatioD'of.iHM^ 
MrsJ Antierson* Jf&vgt^ ihk Upper chufirbw^rden, who ^86emed 
to be of a most excfellebty polite and benefolent spirit, abd^ d^ 
(^ed my fri&nd to'setaii'hertobis af^rtmeiitsthe neict moirt^iil^ 
by erght o'clock. ( Sbe «lkfafted«nhimf' accordingly; and madb 
bertolf knowR« Hd'orde^d'hcir 4»; and' gave her a good 
brtokiast^-WhilehesigiifiA Her petition } When he had so done, 
be ordered her to e^riry it tb tfa^ under churcb^afden to sign it 
alsoi at whose periV it lirbnld be te refuse ber, seeing the upp^ 
ehvrGbwarderi had prenidusly signed it As soon as her petl- 
tiion was^ signed/ shef attended at the hospital in Aldersgatci- 
streeti and was accordingly admitted, where in a few days she 
wa^ deHtei^ed of a fine girl. When her month was elapsed, 
xny wife yeceiyed her into her otrn ho«i^e» with the chiid^ and 
sfa6 eontihtied there for many BK>nthsi performing her daily 
business inddslriouslyy witb all the sobriety .and cleanbnesB 
imaginable ; nay much more than could be expected of da- 
sired from a woman in her misery of mind. This exertion of 
hex ability was iria^fe^l^d by way of i( rCquiilil of our forhier 
kindnesses; Some time- after her obild' died, and as my wife 
was able (b transact her daily occasions withoot Mrs. Anden^ 
TBon^s inmiediaite' assistande, I did, at Mfsv Told's reqnes|r, prcU 
core m hoijsekeeper's plaoefolr'lier» where she gav« great «irtia^ 
ftotiolit ailkd(Soott> becamd a creditable^ respected womaub- I 
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pilso boi^nd her daugbUr id^appretitnte ^ * we^€r« aii4 iiave 
ptveraoen tier h'luct but Iwke^ iivhictija souse >y ears agp. 
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- Some time after Mr. AttithrtKm*^ exeeotion, t attended Mr. 
Powi?ll, who was cast fdt forge^ry t He was • m«i)(h of the gen- 
tlttinaii, as well as a very personable man. ' Tlie only bbsemu 
lion I bive to make on his behavioop is^ that diuring his con- 
<fiiienent» seriousness and devotion were truly' consptctrous iil 
liiiD. He never feiared to instruct his brethren under hta uii* 
Ibappy situation ; so thait, by his upright walking in the fear oC 
'God, a*so)eron'awe was laid on the minds of those bis fellow 
JiuiFerera.. Wheb the day appointed for execution aihrtvted, the 
^eiiiff indulged him with a coach> and bade me get Iber^iii, 
4ba(k I might dispense my spiritual iaboUr to his lavaVeaMe iMHil. 
I acQotdingly exerted myself io the utmo^ in . giving him'^thiii 
Sciiid «f help; i^d aAer.wards ^mst to > the other malefactors, 
^Jio were (jonveyedin carts, and there attended* them alfo, 
imparting similar passages of scriptural assistance to ^em* 
'Mr. Powell's mind was staid upon God in so stedfast a itianncTy 
4bat after we had sung an hymn, and concluded our prayers, 
•be closed bis eybs, and earnestly intreated me to decline my 
•discourse with bim, in order that he plight be the better elia* 
.bledr to meditate on God and an awfql eternity. At the place 
Md execiitton tbey all behaved with that penitence and solem* 
nity, nalurallyexpeqted of men going into an unohangeable 
:Statei, therefore, 1. humbly hope* they a^e all lodged in Imnub* 
.Bhel's breast. i ' 

» . » • 

* In the nebct ^aee I shall speak of a Mr. Gibson, aii a^rney^ 
who was sentenced to death for forgery. He was an emindit 
•cbara^tejrih his profession, portly and handsome in his person, 
in respect to rdigibus pHncif^llBS he had been yei'y wavering 
%nd irresolute, ever learning, but never cotning tb the! perfect 
Icnowledge of the trutl^ ; sometimes he inclined to'tke Boinisb 
church, at otbef times he would conform to the established 
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church df £n^1and ; then he wouid go to the Methodi^t^ ; add 
sometikies he held with the Dissentersi of' various deooihiiUi- 
tiofia; bot I soon becinn^ acquaiuted -with hid xnotWes fbr thl^ 
kind of'd^rine htintin^/Tiz. ihat'it ^fesie from ' p«ctitkiar|r 
iriews^- and incratite desires ; thisT H^rTit''by h\i oWn'acknbtri- 

■ 

ledgiement. He fre<)«(Bnt]y attended' my -^icftdrtatibnfl tvith tbei 
rest under ^ntence^ always expre«lihgnlacti^!(&tisfecttdii'thel^ 
by : I also made him iepeated Tish8:tO'hi9 own roow/^M llid 
muster's «ide, where^ hfi mlwa js readily inee#r«d moi ^#bkl tlMi^ 
with expressions of greats pleasure. j^ui^ •■ . .c A i. . « :t 

>> Upon hi^ trial' )its 'dati^ ha^ be^-Wf^ired to' thi^'ti^^^ 
jud^s;. After {if^(^n'tti€^thJ'>l^hfi^ 'dispatched UHi 

wikfeto«ne oftheijudges'tti^fefioW if i' determination elf. liila 
jcmve/wisis nearly bd^the earpeii Thid^jndge: an^itld; ^"Jf 
rMn;. Gibson is'in ra gveat a hnrry 4o know thl^, yW iAvf ^Mit- 
.qiiiiiiDt him« Aat faii U:«iuiiei tias • beeni^ afteir- ttilitiircl co^dei^ 
tlon^^md weight; flunHy^ d<Mefmraed,' and b^ WiH iio^ find it 
altqg^er satis^otoicyi^^iqHisirife Weat'bilQk -^ithdnt' Idais 'tf 
tnne; and ^cquarmted h im- witil> th^' '^ i n(brd^at^on glv^ ^er ' ^y 
thtt judge; ye«'h(^<kiill podseb^esd'k i4nd of ibattetitWip^af^eSiik 
ness: Howetei^, die ensuln^'se^i^ if^was snthnidn^ tb'thia 
'bar,> tl^ere to pleadto Bis^ntenc^ m presence 'of fiiut-jfidgiis 
^nthe bench.* i^^rmission 'Was^ti^nt^d him tb^ makd'his owh 
defencisf, and/ as t was present dariwg 'the WhJle timei it '^te 
an]Lfitteref astoni^Hioentoti my part to hear his. learned and 
-rhetsoiueitl irgumeate ;' aUo tfie'many dift|i«2table pof ati oM^# 
irefem£d;io from Valrioosbdoks and aet«<^ parliament 'r Indeed^ 
J tealljf beheVe it was. the ttHiyersiliti{liliiOn of the assembly 
that he/ Would, be immediately ckaifed, as none of the judgea 
w4re able to confute him. At length jiklgo Parrot rose froiki 
his seat, and, addresKiog Mr. Gibson with a iohy aif> told him 
(and begged he; would take notice) that his crime had been 
Mn^l GOhsideced by Hhe twelve judges, and that they had uhlt- 
oimqusly coBsiderdd £im guilty, adding, ''My bretbren herc^ 
present maintain the same opinions.'* Mr. Gi|;>son, on hearing 
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^b|3> turpe4:a9.palQ ^«c^t|), and ws^ ^^tasly M0 to/.d^ndb 
1J9 w^ tt}eu qoijapait^eiii tp.Jfais «€ll, i^]<^ closely c(Hifi|it»4:ib#i[^ 
f^p. ly^ere h^ ^poa s^pq)^ off ih^ ^oq^ jQl^tlbQlic ^i^ ^^ 

Jt^UU9in^,.»7%^.ftf0fiqu9..«i|4!Cft»iUiiC' allihAiigh: be ms algioal 
jiH:^ff^}|5.,Vq9J^4 with Olb^ gea^Miiifv^whoattonded htm 
^hifk^f^eMi ^^if^8 i^'^QintivrttiBgorifflherJU^tiioMiwfcmi be jo^ 

pardon from his Majesty. .-Wheii th^-vTUpbrlcanie dpwi»4h«t 
Mr. Gibson was included in the dead warranty he was shock* 

fl^p,{^ftj.^fi^||9njrjof.,ia^iiV<r^at;:fefi^uflt^ b^.saye*.' I 

J[;fF»li^ ^kW W«age| (^.;g^ip)ur« ati^iEtf ^iTt^ucbiwere .ihe 
^ostiftjf^Rlpg ,^;,hi^ ,coqf^|e)iioe^ aod.i bjiliew .:di€y^.«B» 
J&9f' V^Hfly i^ ySfMI:: .W.bli^ i f^nf^iMed bift touliwaa itt;iEitlFafaie 
J3^0^.^n^ibi^i¥%; t|)e|»«:aa4ii^.|Hl lb^«,.i poilitcililiip 
j^ofth^ i*^Ph:9f fi^4r:Fhqwaft:^v^>wMrti»8V>b^frateMW^ 
f^^^^'! rf^nm^Hg :iprodjg9U I , »ls01lppli^< those hsalif^^jpoB- 
^ipnf»jf|f 6Lo4-* iflo^fe Hftly ;W(^r<hi. which lgfmti.w(OMt fmndjudm 
i^ ..*¥ft;P«^W«fc ^fti l^epftai .fcHljpWMWft^ ; 3!h«.lw|ul d^y;^«aie 
.<Mi^^fM9:;b!^-W'^ 9{i^p$)4n^ lo>4i^J. PQ« :4id Jl p^rc^^TQ »ny 
i^afffe{<¥cilftk^P of a ff^iftpg^ ifi bit wwJ. On goiog; to the pfeQeidf 
^e^Kfic^tjpn hi§4nw4!?NW»gf*^ Wt?A^» »^ Hfe i9.pfeokHUt:«[id 
j^ri|itjf.^vf/ui b^pg^,c«ft^^^p,,^pQci*lllr whe« b<Mfciwr© io 
l?J^yf«ft|r:5l y«l? m Qia«:cswld bA niorie dillg«»t in nakiiigtse- 
i^iqu^ >jft^wrie» of iYtk^ wigfct he mwt: Jiienefioial taliifl iiift- 
.^iP^f^l s^it.., Wi^^*ine firciYe4.at the falal apot^ he tnmed 
IP jQift (.b«iQg grQfiitly:tf»rrifced) usd 6aid> ^' Oh ! Mv. Tblct^ I 
i beseeicb. , y ^u giY« ma . "sik :. the auwistance yoo - possibly can;*^ 
jijvhicbjr Ibroughjtb^ eoliy^Qiog guidance of Almighty Ood> i 
.was ^^l^ed to 4o« ai^d in consequence whereof/ he appeared 
fto be oMlch more composed and resigned te hia fkte. I heps^ 
Our Lord and Saviour was propitiious to his never-dying ioal. 
.J(^4^|ir9«ffe!d tp be equally 9ehri<^6al>le toall the xpH^ wlvo 



113 



were apparently in a better state to leave this world than Mr. 
Gibson, 

I shall now speak of a few of the cutters among the weavers; 
three of them I shall mention in particular^ viz. Boyle^ Valine, 
and Messman. The night Messman was brought to Newgate, 
in order to be fettered, he discovered me at some distance, 
and, approaching me, he said, " Mr. Told, I know you very 
well," and added, crying, " I am afraid I shall suflCer, there- 
fore hoped I would attend him both before and after his trial, 
and give him all the instruction I was capable of." I accord- 
ingly imparted to him such pieces of instruction as he seemed 
to stand in the most need of; and, although he was a man of 
an undaunted spirit, handsome, and of a tolerable good under- 
standing, yet he was soon brought into subjection to the Fa- 
ther of spirits; and every visit I afterwards paid him, he gave 
fresh evidence of deeper conviction of sin, a clearer knowledge 
of himself, his deep fall from God, and his lost state. His 
conversion was very singular, being quickly changed from 
darkness to light, and from the power of sin and satan unto 
God, which was evidently perceived by all around him. Be- 
fore I conclude with Mr. Messman, and his calm and peace- 
able exit, I judge it no wise improper, but rather necessary, 
to render an exact account of Doyle and Valine, who were 
executed on Bethnal-Green, by the decree of government, and 
in the sherifFaliy of aldermen Tovtrnsend and Sawbridge. 

I have but two remarks to make concerning them, nor can I 
represent any thing considerable respecting their attention to 
things of eternity. It is true i few favourable circumstances 
were manifested in their behaviour; and, at Mr. Dovle's re- 
quest, I wrote two or three petitions to his Majesty, and twice 
obtained a respite ; but, unfortunately for them, an order af- 
terwards appeared to send them away for execution. Here I 
endeavoured to persuade Mrs. Doyle to carry another petition ; 
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but she replied^ with ridiculous unconceru^ *' Th^ie U no oc- 
casion for it, I am very clear he will not die." By what I ga* 
thcred after this, the woman's meaning was, he would assured- 
ly be rescued by the weavers upon their arrival at Betfanal- 
Green; and, without doubt, these were the secret intentions 
of the riotous mob, as was realized by a watch word^ whicb^ 
on a sudden, was diffused all over the Green ! Stones then be- 
gan to fly from every quarter. Now, as I was with the offici- 
ating ordinary in a coach, a messenger was dispatched from 
the sheriff, giving my companion in the coach to understanc'a 
that no time for prayers or devotion would be allotted tbem^ 
neither wou^ld there be any occasion for either of us ; that as 
soon as the gibbet, which was in the cart with them, was come 
to the pjace appointed, they were to be launched off immedi- 
ately. Mr. Valine, greatly terrified, begged heartily that one 
prayer might be offered up to God for theip ; but that not 
being granted^ they were turned off in the utmost hurry and 
confusion. 

Mr. Messman, and otliers of the cutte^£v w^ere sbprtly after 
executed at Tyburn; but Messman, apprehensive that tbq 
combination of weavers purposed, a rescue, and he beipg very 
happy in his soul, addresse;d himself, when in the cart, to the 
spectators, saying, with a strong voice, "Gentlemen, I hum- 
bly intreat you to keep as much silence as is possible ; we 
could wish to go to our everlasting home in peace and quiet- 
ness, being happy enough to leave this world without the least 
desire of living any longer herein ;" nor did we endure any 
tumult any part of the way, or a,t the place of execution. 
Their behaviour was all seriousness and devotion, for which I 
have strong hopes that they are at rest from- sin and sorrow^ 
and become partakers of everlasting glory. 

I shall next give a brief account of Mr, BolIand« a sherifT** 
ofScer^r who had frec^ueutly attended th^ lu^leiactors.at Ty- 
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bufrt ; he wtii cortdemned for forging an endorsement on the 
back of a pk'omissory note : His character was alsoj in many 
other instances, sadly stained, so that the consideration of the 
]atter, added to the former offence, together with aA observa- 
tion made by one of the judges on the frequency thereof in 
the mercantile world, proved the transaction too weighty to 
keep him upon sufficient grounds for self vindication ; other* 
wise (as I had been informed) the mere forgery itself would 
not have been altogether heavy enough to bring him^ by im- 
partial justice, to so awful a situation. 

When Bolland first found that his life was closely pursued, 
he immediately refunded the money; yet his prosecutors 
would by no means deliver up the note : He then informed 
me that his prosecutors exacted of him a second payment of 
the money, and finding his life still in danger, he paid that 
also, upon their giving him an indemnification under their 
hands, obliging themselves to cancel the endorsement ; and, 
as he was persuaded they would act with principles of honour, 
he therefore paid vm further attention to their proceedings ; 
. however they refused at last to efiace the indorsement. 

His trial came on, and he was cast, and then committed to 
his cell, where he lay a long time, but gave very little atten- 
tion to his spiritual concerns* His poor wife took every oppor- 
tunity to make all the interest she possibly could. When the 
dead-warrant came down, and Mr. Bolland included therein, 
ke was so engaged in writing petitions, &c. that he could not, 
neither would he, set apart a few moments for the endeavours 
to secure iiis- soul, which gave me great uneasiness. I fre- 
quently told him, how dreadfully dangerous it was to be so 
anxious concerning his body, while his soul was intirely 
neglected : He made many promises, but performed very few 
of ^hem. A day or two previous to his execntion, his wifd 
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waited on their Majesties at the play-bouse, where she gave a 
petition into each of their hands. His Majesty, in conse- 
qnence of the petition, sent for the recorder, and told him 
that he had a great inclination to spare Bolland's life. The 
recorder replied to his Majesty, that if he spared his life, 
whose character was traly infamous and banefal, he would 
spare as great a villain as any in the nation. It must be ob« 
served, I speak this only from the information which I re* 
ceived. . 

On the morning of his execution I went eai:ly to the cell, 
and laboured very much with Mr. Bolland, who betrayed a 
violent agitation of mind. When we had entered the chapel 
he exhibited the most serious attention, and was well pleased 
to hear instruction. As he had very little knowledge of the 
way to eternal life, so he was the more intent upon, and ear- 
nest in searching after, those passages of Scripture, which 
might furnish him with any hopes of being saved. The ordi- 
nary, myself, and other spiritual friends, ^used our utmost en- 
deavours to assist him in that road to etenal life. When be 
was in the cart, going to the place of execution, he scarcely 
ceased a single minute in asking me what he must do to be 
saved ; and, at the crisis of his dissolution, he repeated the 
same. I can only leave him to a merciful Redeemer, hoping 
he is safely lodged in the arms of his Love. 

The next, of whom I would speak, was a young gentlemaoj 
Mr. Slocomb, who was executed for defrauding his father of 
three hundred pounds in the stock of the South-Sea-House ; 
much of the gentleman and scholar was evident in the beha- 
viour of this youth. Upon his father's coming up to London to 
receive his interest-money, he was informed that his son 
brought his draft for three hundred pounds, which money he 
received, and the sum debited to his father's account. Mr, 
Slocomb, senior, declared he never gave his son any such 
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draft, and therefore insisted upon the receipt of his whole in- 
terest. The gentleman at the office perceiving the young 
man's life in danger, acquainted hisfather of the circumstances; 
telling him also, if he would not abide the loss, they must be 
under the necessity of apprehending his son, who would most 
assuredly suffer death. The father would by no means suffer 
the loss, accordingly the youth was apprehended. He was 
afterwards brought upon his trial, where he was condemnedj 
and received sentence of death : The lump of adamant (his 
father) then retired to his own country, nor would he after 
that, see or hear from his son ; neither did he once write to him, 
or give him any kind of advice, or remit him any degree of 
relief, notwithstanding he lay a long time under sentence, be- 
fore he was ordered for execution. Something remarkably 
amiable I perceived in his conduct, viz. In the first place, an 
intire resignation to the will of God, which kept down every 
murmuring thought, and intirely prevented his making any 
' any complaint against the severity of his father, who deviated 
so cruelly from paternal duty. 

And secondly, in his behaviour during his confinement; 
this also was admirable, he being filled with perfect seriousness 
and devotion, occasioned (I may venture to say) by the close 
attention he duly gave to my instruction and repeated exhor- 
tations. In short, he never neglected to attend on the means 
of grace at every opportunity. Mr. Powell, a fine young 
gentleman, who was sentenced at the saqfie time for forgery, 
became a companion of Mr. Slocomb's ; they constantly con- 
versed together about the awful things of eternity, and were 
both truly instructive to other malefactors. They were both 
much lamented by all who knew them, even the most distant of 
their acquaintance. As their whole demeanour was grounded 
on the basis of godliness, they, on the awful hour, mutually 
{exhibited so excellent a measure of that happy spirit, that I 
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ami firmly persuaded in my mind, those, who closely examined 
their conduct when on the brink of eternity, could entertain no 
doubt of their eternal acceptance with €rod. 

The next Account which I shall give, is that of Mary Pyner, 
who was sentenced to death for setting fire to her master's 
house. At the same time three or four men were cast for deaths 
with whom Mary endeavoured to contract a very wanton inter- 
course; but they appeared to be on their important guard 
every moment of their confinement, behaving with much pe- 
nitence and contrition of spirit ; therefore the enemy of their 
souls could not inject his fatal poison into the mind of those> 
by the means of Mary's ungovernable folly. I strove to make 
this young woman the greatest and first object of my visit; 
but experienced various repulses from herself, as well as others; 
I was grieved to behold this heedlessness in her conduct, espe- 
cially as the dead- warrant had just arrived, wherein she was 
included. However, at length, I took her aside into the press- 
yard-room, and said to her, " Mary, how is it that you in par- 
ticular, above all the other malefactors, are so regardless about 
your precious and immortal soul ? Do not you very well know 
that God's all-seeing eye penetrates your rude behaviour to- 
wards the men? Are you not afraid. .of going to hell, seeing 
you are in a short time to appear before the great Jehovah, 
against whom you are now sinning with an high hand ? Are 
you determined to destroy your own soul, your everlasting hap- 
piness, and your all ; What, are you in love with eternal per- 
dition, and God's wrath, that you so madly pursue it? And 
do you long to be involved in the bottomless pit, and the lake 
that burns with fire and brimstone, which will never b« 
quenched ? Oh ! remember, if you die in your present con- 
dition, you will die eternally under the wrath of an offended 
Saviour ; and all these miseries, attended with greater plagues, 
will be your portion forever!*' Mary lent a particular and 
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calm attention to what I said concerning ber, and repliedb 
'' Mr. Told, I have had some knowledge of you, having manj 
times heard you preach at West-Street chapel/' At this I wa0 
greatly astonished, and asked her what could be her reasons^ 
when she had heard the Gospel preached, to be guilty of m 
heinous a crime as setting fire to her master's hoose, ajid aftep- 
wards to rob him of his property. She answered, the devil 
was too powerful for her in the temptation. Now I perceived 
that a change in her countenance and behaviour commenced 
from that moment; nor did I hear one unbecoming expression, 
or observe an indiscreet action, to her last moment; and, as her 
time was short in this transitgry worlds I was the more intent 
on her future happiness. 

The night prior to her execution, I importunately besought 
her to speikd every moment in wrestling mightily with God for 
pardon, through his dearly beloved Son, that, for his sake, all 
her sins might be blotted out as a clobd, and her manifold 
transgressions as a thick cloud ; to which she answered, '' God 
being my helper, I am determined not to close my eyes the 
whole night.'' Similar advice I gave to all the rest of the 
malefactors, one of whom espoused the like resolution. I then 
desired the inner keepers to lock them all up in one cell, that 
they might pour out their joint supplications to the awful and 
tremendous Judge of quick and dead, in whose presence they 
must all unavoidably appear in a few fleeting moments ! This 
was readily granted, so they accordingly devoted that night to 
an inexpressible advantage, by praying, singing hymns, and 
rejoicing, the Lord God himself being evidently in the midst 
of them. When I returned to them the next morning, and 
after having received this soul-reviving infprmation, 1 begged 
the keepers to unlock the cells, and lead them down into the 
pr,ess-yard. The first that came out was Mary Pyner. I was 
struck with joy and delight when I beheld the happy change 
IB l\er CQuntepance. As she came oat. of the cell door, which 
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led into the press-yard^ she appeared to be filled with the 
peace and love of Cod^ when^ clapping her hands together with 
pleasant energy, she gave a triumphant shout with these words^ 
." This night God, for Christ's sake, has forgiven me all my 
sins; I know that I have passed from death unto life, and by 
twelve o'clock I shall be with my redeemer in the world of 
glory/* When the service and Sacrament was concluded, 
they all came down from chapel, and were ordered into the 
press-yard room, where I continued praying for, and exhort- 
ing them all nearly the space of forty minutes, when direc- 
tions were given to bring them out, and place them in tvfo 
carts. INIary Pyner, accompanied by two other malefactors 
and myself, went in the first cart. While we were on our 
passage to the place of execution, I frequently exhorted them 
to keep the eye of their mind stedfastly looking up to Jesus, 
using many repetitions of some passages of Scripture, which 
I considered best adapted to their awful situation. Here I am 
fjtrongly persuaded my labour was not in vain, particularly so 
in the soul of Mary, who abided in the happy spirit of faiths 
singing, praising, and giving glory to God without interniis- 
sion, from the moment I addressed them till they arrived at 
the tree. Mary then accosted one of her companions in suf- 
fering, who cried vehemently, and in great anguish of soul, 
saying, "Lord Jesus forgive me my sins ! God be merciful to 
me a sinner ;" and she said to him, " Do you believe Jesus 
Christ died for you?" He replied, "truly I do." Then said 
Mary, " There is no room left for a doubt of your salvation.'* 
This produced a glorious revival of his spirit, which continued 
with him till his last breath. 

When the cart was put under the gallows, Mary was the 
first that bore the rope : As soon as this was done, she turned 
round to an innumerable assembly of people on both sides, 
saying, " Good people, I doubt not that many of you are 
greatly aflfected at beholding so young a creature as '"I am 
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brought to diis unhappy aad shameful end ; but. Oh ! I am as 
happy as I can bear to be, having fuli assurance that I shaU 
live with him who died for me, aud there commence an ever* 
lafiting banquet of greater happiness at his right-hand, in the 
region of endless Paradise.'' She then began to strengthen 
her feiiow-sufierers, beseeching them not to doubt of the readi- 
ness of God to save them. I rejoiced, in hope that they all 
received that great salvation, purchased, by the blood of the 
everlasting covenant. When duty was closed, they were all 
turned oR] crying for mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

1 

I shall now give a plain s'miple relation of the unfortunate 
Mrs. Brownrigg, in order to furnish my readers with a view 
of her disquietudes, and her shocking situation during her im- 
prisonment. The Rt. Hon. the Lord-Mayor having been 
pleased to favor me with an order to Mr. Akerman (the keeper 
t>f Newgate) for granting me permission to attend her while 
confined therein, for the cruel and wilful murder of her ap- 
prentice girl, Mary Clifford, September ith, 1767. 

I went there accordingly, on the evening subsequent to the 
above direction,' and was conducted to the room where Mrs. 
Brownrigg was sitting on her bedside, accompanied by a poor 
woman. I addressed her in the most awful and striking man-> 
ner I was capable of, and withal told her, that I came by order 
of the Lord-Mayor, and in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; therefore observed, if she would accept of my ser- 
vices as a spiritual visitor, I should consider it as ray duty to 
gpeak my mind on this occasion, as fully and closely as possi- 
ble, especially as I had heard very di^eadful accounts of her 
conduct. She replied, " Mr. Told, I am very glad to see you, 
and shall not esteem you my friend, if you do not deal with 
plainness towards me, and speak as home and close as you 
can.*' Happy was I to hear her speak thus, and said to her, 
**Mrs. Brownrigg, you are in an awful situation before man. 
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but more especially before the Almighty God ; your moit se- 
cret sins are within his immediate view^ so that you can hide 
nothing from his all-seeing eye : Your character slUo, in the 
eye of the worlds is rendered loathed and horrible^ as you are 
charged with crimes of the deepest dye^ to many of which I 
can scarcely allow any degree of credibility: However, mat- 
ters appear too evident in regard to the fact for which you are 
convicted/' I likewise told her, "I very much feared she 
had but little mercy upon her late fellow creature; that she 
bad cruelly used the deceased repeatedly, and for some length 
of time !'' Her answer was, ^I acknowledge this accusation, 
;so far as to have given the girl repeated corrections, but no 
farther ; my intentions being directly opposite to any kind of 
violence." I then observed to her, that I did not believe she 
was stimulated by so fierce a spirit of anger, as to be driven 
.to the immediate perpetration of murder; but I added also, 
*' What were your ideas of the dreadful consequences, which 
must issue, from such shocking acts of cruelty, too shocking 
to nature?*' She replied, "Sir, if I h^d any consideration 
of the danger thereof, I could not have done the deed ; the 
devil reigned with a fatal mastery over me," I then told her, 
the Word of God expressly declares, " Whoso sheddeth man's 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed ;" therefore I had no 
doubt that her life would go for the life of the poor child. She 
replied, " I have no doubt of it neither." Here I began to 
address her with a mor^ pointed conversation, and said to her, 
*' If you are thus conscious of your guilt, there is no time to 
lose; immediately then lay your dreadful case before God, 
under a deep sense of the sin you have committed, and not for 
that only, but for all and every of your actual sins, from the 
earliest period of your life to the present moment, or you can 
have no just hopes of mercy at the hand of God, tfjrough the 
merits of a crucified Redeemer, as we are confidently assured 
}]ie came into the world to save us from our sins, not in them :" 
Therefore J continued to insist upoi) it, unless she humbled 
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herself uader the mighty hand of God by a heart-felt repeii-> 
tance, and an opea ackDOwledgement of those flagrant crime. 
she had been guilty of^ no favor could bie afforded to her un- 
happy soul by the hand of God in the day of judgment, no 
would she consequently have peace of mind while on eartb» 
"This/* said Mrs. Brownrigg, "l firmly believe/' 1 then 
further added, " that I did not come to extort . afiy confession 
from her, and begged she would confess nothing to me ;'' but 
I observed to her, ''You will, in a few days, be brought upon 
your trial, when you will not only be in the pitesence of thd 
judge and jury, but also in the more imniediate presedce of 
the all-seeing God ; and witnesses will be cialted for to give 
evidence against you ; then more especially will be the time 
when it behoves you to speak the truth ; and I oharge yotr 
therefore, at the peril of your soul, not to advance any thing* 
against th^ dictates of your own conscience, in covering your 
crimes, the guilt of which you know before God you -are not 
exempt from ; but I pray you adhere firmly to the truth, 
should death be the consequence/' She replied, ^'T ifitend 
it/' I again advised her to reject, as much as possibly sh« 
could, the suggestions of the enemy, in covering her crimes : 
but to be frankly ingenuous in the acknowledgement thereof 
before proper magistrates: I then closed my first visit with 
prayer, af^er having given her, iigreeable tp her solicitations^ 
all the spiritual assistance; within the limits of my capacity. 
When finished, I parted with her, and the next day (bein^ 
3unday) I visited her again, about twelve oMock, asking hei; 
how she. fbnnd herself, as I perceived her spidts to be greatly 
depressed. She replied, " Mr. Told^ since you was with m]& 
yesterday, I have deeply weighed your kind instructionst 
which has occasioned great uneasiness and distress in my n^ind 3 
and notwithstanding. I /was somewhat easy and composed at 
certain periods before, I am, alas! quite otherwise now, fori 
am horribly afraid, my grievous sins have been set in array 
before me ? and I am dreadfully intimidated aod fearful, lest 
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God should neTCF shew me hi« mtrey V* I told her, I wftv 
happier with this report, aiid orach more satisfied with her 
present stale, than i^ my former yisit, as I tbea perceived 
some hopes of her uoliappy state, as her condition was, because 
her conscience wasttiHv convinced of her crioie. 1 applied at 
this time many threatening, as well as healing, passages of 
Scrifftore to her conscience, which shi» very willingly, and 
witji iBQch thankfulness received. I concluded tiiis visit also 
with prayer, and then parted. Upon my third visit (which 
was on Monday) I found her in a very bad and' dangerous 
spirit : Here I exierted my every fkoulty, in «der I9 acttle her 
Qiind, and strengthen her confidence in God ; Vni'% mjr sor- 
rowful disappointment, I observed the enemy had so bulietted 
Iper soul, that she strongly endeavoured to conceal her guilt, 
telling me, with bitterness of spirit, she never intended muF* 
der ; aod that she was assured, the rigid, partial jury, whqt 
sat upon the body of the deceased^ would, through their en- 
yenoined prejudice, treat her with % degree of rigouf and se- 
* terity mnch heavier than her deserts; this she apake wiih 
lioch wannth. 

I then told her this perverseness of spirit, also, her present 
temper and disposition of mind, -would prove exe^dingly 
hurtful to her precious, never-dying soul, and that it betrayed 
in her an absolute blindness and hardness of heart ; so that no 
sngns of repentance appeared, or the least concern for socK 
repeated acts- of violence: I likewise gave her to undisrstaDd^ 
that I consiiered i% a grand point of my duty to defend the 
eharacters of those gentlemen who were on the coroner's- in^ 
quest; adding, ''Can you (Mrs. Bro vnrigg) entertain* a thought 
that those gentlemen, who are under an oath, and in no wise 
interested in giving false evidence against yx>o, vrould ende»- 
tour to take away your Hfe, without substantial reasons an^ 
good grounds in their evidence V I insisted upon her Inyis^ 
aside all such vain pretences, which were the mere artifices of 
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the de^i],- to destroy her soul ; telUag her withal; if sbev»o»ld 
staod <q)en to coiwicti^Q, aod behave ia her short momeDts as 
became one who was t&us.botefiDed to a .few ikCMirsi only for th^ 
working oat her salvation with: fear aad: tremhh'ng, .probabiy 
God would shew her favour at the last, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, which speaketh better things thaa theblood of Abc^ 
would wash away 1^ stain ofi that blood she h4d sa cruoilj 
and unrestrainedly shed: I likewiser; pointed out to her, ll^e 
having spirit of a dying -SaTioor, wheiy wheD he was expiriii>g 
tm the accursed tree for 'man's redemption^ prayed ' with his 
last breath, s^tng, ffiEafehec> firgive'thom^ for they know aot 
what < theyi 4ou^f: . His prayer was. beards andanswered% / When 
Peeer wasipreacdivog to agfoat. niamher of them, the}! were 
c««lo<th€f heart, and Grie4 eetiriii- an-' agony oF spirit, ''Men 
andl brethren, what must we do t& he saved,?'* Petei^ answered 
them, "Repent every one of y<ito, end he -hftptked in the 
name of the Lord Jesofs, for the remffssi^n of ^ur sins, afi4 

* ■ 

you shall receife the «g*ft of the Hbly ©host ; fertile promise 
is ante you, and tteHyou^<^hildreri, aivd t6> all those that are- afat* 
0^ even toasma^y as thO-Lord our Grod shall call r'lfhere^ 
for^,*' i observed, V if the mercy of God extended itself f^ 
the very murderers of tiis only begotten Son, there ca« he no 
^doobt that k^iU" reach* your poor guilty conseience also ! If 
you, like them, are pricked at the heart, and cry^ earnestly- 46 
©od* for mercy thrOtigh the Son of ht» Love, you Kkewise^ shall 
obtaiti the remission of your sins, and your name shall be wirit- 
ten in the Lamb's book of fife. Then you shall sing the new 
song to Cod and the Lamb, who hath redeemed us with' hfs 
blood', and is'aves the vilest and chief ot* sinners.** Thedi^, 
with many similar Exhortations, having been given her, she 
began to recover her former composeduess of spirit, xiefvtt 
more attempting to justify bierself; or even to extenuate' hci* 
guilt. 1 terminated thrsSisttr^iMifferveiic'y of pray'er also, auti 
had not an opportunity of secinglrer agath until thie' clay prior 
to the awful day of her exit. 
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K>n the 13th of September, being the Lord's-Day, T came 
to Newgate about twelve o'clock, and met her as she was 
coming down stairs from the cha|)e1. The keepers informed 
me of the strict orders they had received to lock her np imme- 
diately in her cell, and desired me to be particularly vigilant 
in my remarks on her behaviour. Mrs. Bfownrigg then went 
into her cell, and I followed her thereinto, and, at her re- 
quest, the turnkey and woman who attended her were both 
dismissed. The cell doors were then locked and bolted upon 
ns, when she began to express the extreme anguish of her 
soul, saying, ''Mr. Told, God for ever bless you, sit down by 
me.'' When we were seated, she began to wring her hands 
in vehement agitation of spirit, praying most earnestly that 
Crod, fqr Chrin's sake, would have mercy upon her poor guil- 
ty 80u)> expressing, hevsel^ with floods of tears, to this eifiRsct, 
'' O Lofd Jesus ! wa^haway the guilt of the blood which | 
jbave shed, ia thy.iyjiost precious bipod !,0 Lprdj I am the 
•vilest and chief of sinners ; be gracicn^, be merciful to me, 
O heavenly Jesus, for none such a pinner as myself ever ex- 
istjed! O save,>saye:and deliver from eternal burnings, my 
poor, guilty, wretched, and hell-deBerying soul ! Oh! Lor4, 
what must I do tp be saved ? Gracious God, what must I do ? 
Kow, heavenly Jesus, cleanse thou my stains, or I am undone 
for ever !" Thus she continued for some minutes, then turned 
to me, and said, " Mr. Told what must I do ? My soul is ia 
bitterness and heavy distress." She added also, '' I wrestled 
all the last night with God in prayer, except the space of aa 
hour, during which I soundly slept, and had many very com- 
fortable visits from the Lord. During my interval of sleep I 
dreamed a dream, in which I beheld a maji coming towards 
me with a glass of wine in his hand, who bade me drink it; I 
took particular notice of the wine that it was red, so that when 
X a;Woke I was much refreshed ; but all my comforts are gone 
^ain« t)ierefore I am ^ow more distressed than everj 
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I replied^ ''Mrs. BroWnrigg* I am afraid you do not suffici- 
ently permit the spirit of God to couvince you of the enormity 
of the crime for which you are condemned. Are you con- 
demned in your own conscience? Do you judge yourself^ that 

* you may not be judged of Godf Condemn yourself, that you 
may not be condemned in the day oif judgment, when the se- 
crets of all hearts will be open to God, angels and men ? Do 
you call to remembrance the sins of your whole life ? And are 
you fully convinced that you deserve to be punished eternally 
for your impiety and transgression ?'* She replied, " I do." 
" Then,*' said I, " if it be so, you are not far from the king^ 
dom of God.** . Wringing her hands, in an agony of spiril^p 
she said, " Oh ! that I may know this. Oh ! that I may be 
assured of this. Great Grod ! enab^ me to depend on this.*' 
She continued to use several repetitions hereof. I then asked 
her whether she was never tempted to destroy herself. She 
answered, "Mr. Told, I am. glad you have asked me this 
question, and I will answer it without reserve.** Beginning 
the relation she said, ''When I was first taken at Wands- 
worth, the constable compelled my landlady to search my 
pockets, to know whether I had a knife, or any other instru- 
ment, whereby I might have committed the shocking act of 
suicide. I was searched accordingly^ and although I had a 
knife secreted, yet it was not found. This threw me into a 
violent temptation, so that I cut a little hole, about the bigness 
of a silver groat, in the peak of these my stays,** shewing me 
the place. "Herein,** continued she, "I put the knife; it 
being a clasped one, I conveyed it round my hip through the 
covering of my stays.** She then presented to me the very 
place where it lay undiscovered during her confinement in the 
Poultry compter. Afler that she added, " Now as I have ad- 
vanced thus far, I should be to blame were I to be so very dis- 
ingenuous as to conceal the rest, therefore I shall acknowledge 
to you, Mr. Told, that ihany times I used to consider where, 

^ • and on what part of my body it would be the most expedient 
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ib'iUii itiyselSr/that by to deitig I miglit eff^^t the basni^ss at 
mot; yet the Lord^ ia hu infinite mert;^/]ed ttM safe t^rougk 
tills temptation /V /. . ! » 

I then asked her if she had^erer seriously considered the 
consequence of so rash <ah' attempt, and what wonld have be- 

• • • 

come' of her soul if she had died in an act of self-murder, 
iseeing it would be utterly impossible for her to be saved* ^ot 
li^ving time for repetitiance ? She answered, '* I never was in* 
clin'ev to think on/ or consider^ any thing of that nature ; for 
^Hxe consideration of that shame, ignominy and reproach, that 
"are always consequent on Tyburn executions, suppressed every 
other serious and calm idea whereon my contemplations should 
have rationally dwelt." I told her I had a few questions more 
to ask her, and begged she would return me the plain, simple 
truth, so that her veracity might be unsullied and spotless. 
She replied, *' Mr. Told, I can opefe my heart to you, like as 
'to myself; ask what you judge proper, and I will, by open- 
ness and simplicity, endeavour to afford you satisfaction.*' I 
then informed her, it was currently reported, and well nigh 
in everyone's nioQtb> that, in the course of her practice m 
midwifry, she had been guilty of destro3ring several children 
in the birth, and feeding her swine with them. I added,. '* Is 
this true, or not?'* Site replied, '* I was asked the satde ques- 
tion some tlifae ago by an eminent physician 5 but truly, Mr, 
Told, I never had any misfortone during the time of my prac^ 
ticc, .except with three, and I now desire you to take down, in 
writing, the names of those three gentlewomen I then laid, 
' and they will give you a satisfactory account, viz. whether the 
fault lay at my door or not, as they were all three brought into 
the world putrified.' 1 have had," said she, ''as good success 
in general as most women in my calling, and was equally Vs« 
teemed by my employers ; neither were they ever so WOnd^t^ 
fully astonished as at the time this unfortunate afikir catiile*^ta 
light.*:* The names of the 'three gentlewomen, who had ffte, ' 
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dead children, were Mrs. Gore, at Camberwell ; Mrs. Flude, 
at the workhouse, ia Grab-street ; and M;r6. ■ ■ ■ ■ , at the BelU* 
Inn, Holbora. 

The second c|uestion I adced her, arose from an infonnation I 
had received touching iter secret transactions with seventeen 
apprentice girls, whom she had at several titnes acquired from 
-various parishes in and about "London; as it was said, that 
when she was requested to jg^ive an account of them, she coul4 
produce but three. I demanded, "Is this true, or not?'* To 
which she answered, ''t never in mj^ life had more than three 
apprentices, Vi^. the deceased, the evidence, and one that }s 
gone back to the Found! Ibg-Hd^pitsi].' 

Thjrdiyi I as^ed her, if she could say, iq the presence of 
Almighty Gpd,'to^t she qever practised any of those cruelties 
befpr^. Her answ.er to tliis.was, 'f I never did.'* 1 asjced her 
again,, what'pouljd iodqce her. to cpn^mit so dreadful an act of 
ba^rbarity now. She sa,id, " J can give yoq yery substantia) 
re^asons for so doing." "Pray,** 3atd I, S' )jv hat ma^ they bei^ 
She replied, "^bpat ten ye^rs ago, when I i^s^d six sipall chil- 
dren about me, I talked c)o.^e]y in tb^ ways of God, never 
being able to accuse myself of, negligence, or inattention^ 
tising atiive o'clock in the morqing, and beiqg.at Bow Church- 
yard, in Cheapsid'e,' at six o'clock prs^yers: Then^ Mr. Told, I 
was very happy ih tny God, who manifested* himself lo me, 
SO that I walked stedfkstly in tbe light of his blessed counte- 
nance for a considerable time : But, Oh ! unhappily for me, I 
grew slack in my duty, forsook my God, and he forsook me ; 
so that I Ml into the spirit of pride and anger, then^ by de- 
grees, into the crime for which I ana to die! I can give you, 
Mr. Told, no other reason ; but I beg you will help my dis- 
tresifcd soul all that you can.'* I replied^ "I humbly hope 
God will be your helper, protector, and defender." As I 
llill hoped that she had not committed the unpardonable sia 
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against tlie Holy Ghost, I trusted there was yet room for mercy ; 
therefore I pressed, upon her to understand, that Christ hito- 
self declared, that every other sin, of what nature or kind, so- 
ever, shall be forgiven unto men, upon true repentance and 
deep . humiliation, under a sense of guilt before Qod. Here I 
Strongly exerted her to come to the throne of grace, and to 
trust fully in the blood of the -everlasting covenant; and that 
God, for Christ's sake, wouli), upon no considera^tion, reject, 
or cast out those who came to him through the Son of his 
Love; but would blot out^ll their iniquities as a cloud, and 
their transgressions as a thiqk cloud; .and. that .God was in 
Christ recoQcilinfif the world, ufito himself.. I dlsp. told her, 
that the Lord Jesus, even while he hua|j^,upQQj^tie.i accursed 
tree, bore all and every one of our sins on his own body, say- 
ins:, "It is finished,'' havinc: made a full su$cient sacrifice, 

oblation and saitisifaction, for the sins of the whole world, and 

■ J " .' ■ '.. '• w''^ «♦'■■ ' " ^- ■ ' ■ 

for' her s, and mine in particular. I also beeged h^r to ob- 

serve, that we were not damned so much, for particular or 

weighty crimes committed, but for npt believing in our.fnmost 

soil Is, the great truths of . the Gospel, which, speaks in this 

-^diJnner, " Goa sent his ^6n into the world, not to condemn ike 

world, but that the world through him might be saved. f' 

• * * 

, .11. •■■■',' 

Ac^ain, I informed her, that when the Lord Jesus sent forth 
his twelve disciples^ he gave them this command, ''Go ye-inio 

all the world, preach the Gospel to every creature.'* . "By the 

» ' ' . - . . . _ • . ' ... ■ 

Gospel you ar.e to understand,." said I, ''the glad tidings ^of 
salvation, through a crucified Redeemer; whosoever therefore 
believes, and is baptized, shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not shall be damned.. My dear, woman," added I,." veD^ure 
your All in time and eternity on this great Saviour of the world, 
and then, though your sins shpuld be as scarlet, God, will niake 
them' white as snow, and, although they be as crimsoiu^they 
, shall be as wool : Vou see then that God's thought^ t9virards u» 
are .not as our thoughts towards him and one another* See 
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then that you lay fast hold on this hope of eternal life set be« 
fbre you ; and, though you will assuredly to-morrow before 
this time, pay the debt of your natural life, for the life you 
hare destroyed ; yet be of good comfort, the Son of God hath 
given body for body, and soul for soul, that we may be made 
partakers of etornal life, and be for ever where the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary spirits are at rest." Thus 
I continued to press the doctrines of salvation by faith with 
weight upon her conscience, and found my labour was not in 
vain in the Lord. She then began to be much comforted, tel- 
ling me before we parted, she found she could now trust body 
and soul in the hands of her dear unerring Saviour* Her 
countenance was much altered, and that languid gloom, which 
rested upon her at our first entrance into the cell, I easily per* 
ceived to terminate in pleasant serenityl Composure of mind, 
and resignation of spirit, was expressed strongly in all her 
looks. I then went to prayer, and parted with her for 
this time, commending her into the hands of a merciful Re- 
deemer. 

Monday the 14th instant, being the day of her execution, I 
repaired to Newgate about a <]uarter past six o'clock in the 
^ morning, where I found Mrs. Brownrigg with the Rev. Mr. 
Moor, the ordinary, in the press-yard-room. We went imme- 
diately up to chapel, endeavouring to comfort her in the best 
manner we could, and found her spirit fully prepared to re- 
ceive instruction, her mind greatl}- composed, Jmd her heart 
filled with prayer. When we came to chapel, we tarried some 
time before prayers began, in the course of which interim the 
turnkey had introduced Mr. Brownrigg and their son! They 
addressed each other in a very striking manner ; then the ordi- 
nary prayed extempore with them, after which we sang an 
hymn; he then exhorted, and prayed again'; when he had 
done, he desired me to pray : I did so, and -we sang another 
hymn, very applicable to the dying ihalefactors case. No^ 
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when we were ready to communicate^ th^ others were admit- 
ted up to^ chapel, among whom were three c]elrg}^meo> who 
joined ui in the sacred sUpperof our Lord ; and truly a bles- 
sed time It was, especially with the malefactor^ her fausbaqd 
add son; at the close of which solemnity^ it was considered 
prudent to dismiss every (person from the chapel, in order to 
give them the fairer opportunity of taking their last farewel 
of one another ; so we all retired accordingly, but I bad not 
r<*ached the bottom of the steps before the keeper beckoned to 
me, saying, Mrs. Brownrigg desired to speak a few words 
with me. I speedily retarded to her; upon which she said, 
'*. Mr. Told, we want you to employ a little more of yoqr time 
with us ; pray give my husband and son a word of advice/' I 
did so> agreeable to her desires, and imparted (I may venture 
to say) no small share of instruction, for which they all return- 
ed me many thanks. 1 then addressed myself to Mrs. BrpWn* 
rigg, as sbfe was in the spirit of prayer. While I was speaking 
to her, the son fell down on both his knees, and, bursting mU> 
a flood of tears, with his head against his mother's sidp^ .said, 
" I beseech you, my dear mother, lay both your hands upon 
niy head> and bless me.'' She replied, "I hope God will 
bless my dear son.*' Almost frantic, he added, "My dear. 
mother, put both your hands upon my headj and blessf me 
yourself." His mother thee put both her hands upon his head> 
saying, ^' My blessing be upon thee, my dear child." The 
husband then fell down on both his knees on the other side, 
^y^^gf "The Lord bless you ; God be wit|i you, my dear 
wife," being scarce able to speak for weeping ; he assured her 
that all the care that was possible should be taken of her ofK* 
spring, that they might be trained up to serve God. They 
then parted, when the keeper and myself led her down stairs 
(as she was, through extreme debility, unable to walk alone) 
and carried her into the press-yard-room. The sheriiF not 
having arrived, we caught another opportunity of being useful 
to her, applying our short time to the most advantage. A cler^ 
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gym^j belDh^ing to St. Paul's^ was likewise of exCeHent ser^ 
▼ice, giving her> withotit any narrowness of heart, ^ood an! 
wiiolesoQie advicv; the Lord rewnrd him seven-fold in his oWh 
boi^orti. The time ciwne> when Mrs. BroMrnrigg was ordered 
Into tfeetrartk when the Rev. Mr. JaYnes anfd iftyself stationed 
ourselves by e»ch side of her, Mr. J[atn«s on the right hsLtiS, 
and hiyself on the left. When we bad £xed ourselves, I per- 
ceived the whole powers of darkness vicre ready to give her It 
reception. Beckotiitig to the multitude, I desired them to pray 
for her, at ivhidi they were rather sihent, until thecart began 
to tnove. Thtn they triumphed over her with tbree huzzas; 
this was followed by a combination of hellish curses. When 
^e had passed through the gate, carts were placed on each side, 
of the street-, fiHed priftcipally with women. Here I may say, 
with the greatest truth, nothing could have equalled them, bcrt 
the damned spirits let loose from the infernal pit; and, to he 
lirief/this #as the spirit of the wicked multitude intirely to this 
jslate of execution $ and, notwithstanding her crime was borrr- 
ble, yet God> in hh infinite wisdom and mercy, supported htk 
mindi; seeing her time was short, »o that she never made onfe 
complaint of such treatment ; neither did she drop one mtir- 
iimi^ftg expressbn from her lips ift any pairt of her passage. I 
Ve^eatedly asloed her, if thto dreadful tutwult did not dra^ thfe 
attentibn of her mind from off the Lord Jesus. She replied, 
'^Not in the least, I bless God.'' Then some of the commotl 
crjes, from th^ thoughtless concourse, accompanied with 
dreadful imrprecations, were, puH her hat off, pull off her hat, 
Ihat we may see the b — '■ — 's face : However, I withjitood thfs 
cutting clamour all the way, tiW we came to the place of exe- 
t:ation, SnA that for t^o teas^ms ; first, I was conscious h 
Woutd too mtrc^i e^xipose her to tbe censure 6f the inexorablfe 
ittob, an^, Vvhich was al)utidantly wors'e, it 'would discompbsfe 
liei* mind, and hkider her ^neditating wit!h Gcfd ; the seccmd 
UOfisideration was, that, as the iticfetised mob thought h ndt 
^eri^gb-td i^ejoice 6v^r lier 'by common rage and d^fktatttofy 
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Abase, bat were altogether cruel to cast stones, dirt, &c. there- 
fore, if I, through endeavouring to pacify them by Yirtae of a 
friendly address, should, on the contrary, excite their madness 
and exasperation, they would not only disturb her mind, but 
endanger her life before the law had executed its office. I 
must observe here, I never, in the course of my life, beheld 
so much the absolute necessit}"^, which all ministers of the 
Gospe), of every denomination amongst as, lay under, in 
plucking those brands out of the jaws of eternal death and des- 
truction, or a dreadful account will be given one day by such 
preachers. 'When we came to the place of execution, the 
outcries of the mob were not so violent ; yet, notwithstanding, 
sirhen she was tied up to the fatal tree, and exposed to God, 
angels and men, (an awful spectacle) little or no compassion 
was drawn from the hearts of the populace, for the behaviour 
of thousands was such, as, I am persuaded, no part of the 
habitable world would be guilty of, except the inhabitants of 
Great-Britain. Immediately after the executioner had tied 
her up, I discovered an horrible dread in her countenance : 
Fearing that some violent temptation had assaulted her, I beg- 
ged to know the cause of her being so distressed. She said, 
" Mr. Told, I have many times passed by this place, and al- 
ways experienced, when near this spot of ground, a dreadful 
horror seized me, for fear that one day or other I should come 
to be hanged. This,'' said she, '^enters afresh upon my mind, 
and greatly terrifies me !" I said, " Your mind all the way was 
very composed, and repeatedly you told me, you could put 
your full trust and confidence in your blessed Redeemer, and 
that you had no doubt but that you should be happy witl^ him ; 
do not you find it so still?'' She replied, "1 still retain my 
confidence, but this powerfully occurs to my mind of what I 
frequently imagined whenever I past this piece of ground, 
and therefore I am terrified exceedingly." I then told her, it 
was by no means a point of her business, or duty, to pay any 
attention to that ; but her whole intire duty and attention w^ 
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to look 8tedfast)y to the Lord Jesas, and that would t)e Silfltfr 
ent to subdue every other opposition^ and enable her to restgm 
her spirit into the hands of Almighty God. Some time before 
she was turned off", the Rev. Mr. Moor catne into the cart* 
spake to her, and prayed with her. We $i»g two hymns, and 
continued to exhort her for three-quarters of an hour. She 
^vas very devout, crying vehemently for mercy. Just as the 
cart was ready to draw oH] the ministers all having goaeiiOii^ 
I turned to her, and advised her, in her last moment, to keep 
her mind stedfastly fixed upon Christ. She said, *' I hope I 
shall." The cart then drew off, and, I humbly trust, God has 
received her departed spirit. Amen. 

Thus, Christian Reader, concludes the narrative of the life 

of Mr. Silas Told, written by himself some time before hisile- 

, .. ...... ,^ 

parture from thiavale of tears, after having passed through' a 
trbuhlesorae aitd laborious life with great fortitude and ^iii^ 
encd ; being conti^ally ahxioctiii for the good of his' fellow 
creatures, particularly the '.condemned malefactors in the seve- 
ral prisons in and about the metropolis; striving ardently By 
%\\ th* means in his power, to promote, their everlasting wel- 
fare ; s^bmittibg mejpkly, for Christ's sake, to the ill-treatment 
which he too' often experienced, not only from prisoners and 
keepers, . &c.' but evefa to reproach and censure from those, 
who ought rather to have encouraged and applauded hira^ 
After having done all the good in his power, he chearfuily t^a 
jiiigned. his soul into the hands of his Heavenl}^ Father, in De- 
Iceml^er,, 1779, jn i:fae 68th ^ear of his age, and hath, no doubt^ 
received this blessed welcome, " Well done, good and faithful 
'semaast^i enter thoo' into the joy of thy Lord.'^ 
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QOMPARATIVE VIEW 

OP THE 

BLESSED SC CURSED AT THE LAST BAY^ 

ANI> THE 

INFERENCE TO BE DRAWN FROM IT. 

By Mrs. Chapone. 



w, 



HAT 9, tremeodottf sceoe of the last daydo^ tl|e go6p«^ 
place before our eyes !-— of th^ djiy, whea ^pi^^ and tiforyi q^^ 
of qs> shall a;wa)^e froi|i,tl^e gS9i^t, and behold} t^eSoQ p£ QofJ, 
ojn his, glorious trifauual, atte^ided hy npiUipjig of celestial kpr 
logs* of whose superior excellmce. life €^ opw form Bf> a4^ 
gu^te uh^^^wh^Ut, in prese^ea of ^l mankivd^ of tbps^ hpljr 
angels> 9^d of the great Judge hiqps^lf, y<Hi e^Uft f iri^ sin «o- 
f:ount of your past life, and hear your final d^om* froni whkb 
there cfii) be oo appeai]^ aivd which lou^t determine your fate 
tpall eternity ; then thiak.^.if for a moment you .can bear the 
th^Ught.Mwhat wiH he the desolation, shame^. and aagniBfa of 
tho§Q wretched souls^ who shall bear these dretdM words ;..»•• 
'^ Depadrt QrtM me^ ye cursed, iato everlastiag 6rc, prepared 
for tb^ A^liland h>is aQgelA.";..Qh!...I caoaot nippovt ercn 
the idea of your becomiug oae of those undaae, lost crpatares-i 
••J trust in God's mercy, that you will make a better use of 
that knowledge of his will, which be has vouchsafed you, and 
of those amiable dispositions he has given you. Let us there- 
fore turn from this horrid, tfaia insupportable view,,,and rather 
endeavour to imagine, as far as is possible, what vrill be the 
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setuBtions of yoar soul, if you shall hear our Heavenly Juclge 
address you in these transporting words..." Come, thou blessed 
of ray Father, inherit the kingdom prepared lor you, from the 
foundation of the world.". ..Think, what it must be, to becoms" 
an object of the esteem and applause. ..not only of all mankind' 
assembled together.. .but of all the host of heaven, of our 
' blessed Lord himself... nay, of his and our Almighty Fathers* 
1 ...To 6nd your frail flesh changed, in a moment, into ft glorl*. 
ous celestial body, endowed with perfect beauty, health, and' 
agilily :...To find your soul cleansed from all its faults and in- 
firmities; exalted to the purest and noblest a Recti on s ; over- 
flowing with divine love and rapturous gratitude !... To have 
your understanding enlightened and refined; your heart en- 
larged and purified ; and every power and disposition of mind 
and body adapted to the highest relish of virtue and happiness! 
...Thus accomplished, to be admitted into the society of ami- 
able and happy beings, all united in the most perfect peace 
and friendship, all breathing nothing but love to God, and to 
each other;. ..with them to dwell in scenes more delightful 
than the richest imagination can paint.. .free from every pain 
and care, and from all possibility of change or satiety :...But, 
above all, to enjoy the more immediate presence of God him- 
self.. .to be able to comprehend and admire his adorable per- 
fections in a high degree, though still far short of their infi- 
nity... to be conscious of his love and favour, and to rejoice in 
the light of his countenance !...But here all imagination failsi 
. I. We can form no idea of that bliss, which may be communi- 
cated to us by such a near approach to the source of all beauty 
and all good:. ..We must content ourselves with believing, 
"that it is what mortal eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive." The 
crown of all onr joys will be, to know that we are secure oS 
poEsessingtbem for ever. ..what a transporting idea! 
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Cai yoa reflect on all these tbings, and not feel the most 
varuest longings after immottality ?...I>o not all other views. 
Wid <leoite« suem mean and trifling, when compared with this? 
...AniJ <.1u<L'j 1101 your inmost heart re^wtve, that this shall be the 
c^ef and conilant object of its wishes and pursuit, through 
the tvfaole course of your life ^..If you are not insensible to 
tiut desire of happiness which seems woven into our nature, 
yon caruiot surelv be unmoved by the prospect of such a tran-. 
(fEBqd.ant degree of it ; aud that continued to all eterniiy... per- 
haps continually increasing. You cannot but dread the for> 
fcilure of such an inheritance, as the most insupportable evil! 
...kemember then... remember the conditions on which alone it 
can be obtained. God will not give to vice, to carelessness, or 
eloth, the prize he has |)roposed lo virtue. You have every, 
help that can animate your endeavours :... You have written 
laws to direct you. ..the example of Christ and his disciples tu 
encourage you. ..the most awakening motives to engage yon... 
and you have, besides, the comfortable promise of constant 
assistance from the Holy Spirit, if you diligently and sincerely 
pray for it....O ! let not all this mercy be lost upon yo(i...but 
give your attention to this your only important concern, and 
%9cept, with profound giatitude, the inestimable advantages 
that are thus affectionately offered you. 

Though the four gospels are each of them a narration of the 
life, sayings, and death of Christ; yet as they are not exactly 
alike, but some circumstances and sayings, omitted in one, 
are recorded in another, you must make yourself perfectly 
piaster of them all. 

The Acts of the holy Apostles, endowed with Ae Holy 
Ghost, and authorized by their divine Master, come next in 
order to be read.,., Nothing can be more interesting and edify- 
ing, than the history of their actions. ..of the piety, zeal, and 
coarage, with which ^ey preached the glad tidings of salvao 
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tion ; anii of the vai'ious ex«rtio«s <rf tfc*' \(it^iiifcfM''>|^MI|i| 
conferred on them by the Holy Spirit, for'tbe oMilMfhlMf ^Ifft 
their mission. , .. i •'-^li 
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OP THE • -ETir.'i 

EXAMPLE SET BY OUR SAVIOf/R^ ' 

AND HIS 

CHARACTER. 

JG^ f^e same. 



VV HAT an example is set before us iti our blessed Master t- 
How is his Whole life, fi^m earliest yoath de(}icated to the. 
pnrsnitof true wisdom, and to the practice of the most exalted 
virtue! When you see hin>, at tweWe years of age, m the 
temple amongst the doctors, hearing them, and asking them 
questions on ihje subje<jt 6f religion, and astonishing them all 
with his understanding and answers... you will say, perhaps 
^•...'^ Well might the Son of God, even at those years, be far 
viser than the aged ; but, can a mortal child emulate sucb 
heavenly wisdom^? Can such a pattern be procposed to my imi* 
tation ?" Yes, certainly ;... remember that he has bequeath- 
ed to you hrs heavenly wisdom, as fat as concerns your own 
good. He has leA you such declarations of his will, and of 
the consequences of your actions, as you are, even now, fully 
able to understand, if you will but attend to them. If, then, 
you will imitate his zeal for knowledge, if yoti will ^eiight ia 
gaining rnfor matron and improvement ; you may even now bei 
•come ** wise unto salvation. '\.. Unmoved by the praise he ao 
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red amoQgst tbem learned men, you see him meekly retnrn 
ta the subjection of a child, under those who appeared to be 
Lis parLni9, iboiigh he waa in reality their Lord ; you see bim 
return to live with them, to work for them, and to be the joy 
and solace of their lives; till the time came, when he was to 
enter on that scene of public action, for which hU heavenly 
Father had sent him from his own right hand, to take upon 
biii the form of a poor carpenter's son. What a lesson of hn- 
mility. is this, and of obedience to parent$l..,When, having 
received the glorious testimony from heavea, of his being the 
beloved Son of the Most High, be enters on hU public minis- 
try, what an example does he give us, of the most exteasiTG 
and constant benevolence!. ..how are all his hours spent in do- 
ing good to the souls and bodies of men!. ..not the meanest 
sinner is below his notice;. ..To reclaim and save them, he 
condescends to converse familiarly with the most corrupt, as 
well as the most abject. All his miracles are wrought to bene- 
fit mankind j not one to punish and afflict them. Instead of 
using the almighty power, which accompanied him, to thm 
purpose of exalting himself, and treading down his enemies 
he makes no other use of it than to heal and to save. 

When you come to read of his suflTerings and death, the ig- 
nominy and reproach, the sorrow of mind, and torment of 
body, which he submitted to.. .when you consider, that it wa« 
all for our sakes..." that by his stripes we are healed".. .and by 
his death we are raised from destruction to everlasting life... 
what can I say, that can add any thing to the sensations yon 
inust then feel?. ..No power of language can make the scens 
more touching than it appears in the plain and simple narra- 
tions of the evangelists. The heart that is unmoved by it, can 
be scarcely human ;...but the emotions of tenderness and com- 
punction, which almost every one feels in reading this ao^ 
count, will be of no avail, unless applied to the true end...iin- 
lew it inspires yon with a sincere and warm aSection toward*- 
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yoar blessed Lord. ..with a firm resolution to ob^jr' 1 
mands ;...to be his faithful disci pie. ..and aver to renounce ao4 
abhor those sins, vrhich brought mankind nndvr dirina cov 
demoation, and from which we have been redeenieil at so dear 
a rate. Remember that the title of Chriniaa, nr follower of 
Christ, implies a more than ordinary degree of holinesi and 
goodness. As our motives to virtue are ittOQger than tbose 
which are afTordtsd to the rest of mankind, our guilt wffl bf 
proportlooably greater, if we depart from it. 

Our Saviour appears to have had three great parpo§e^ in do> 
tcending from his glory, and dwelling amongst men. The 
first, fo teach them true virtue, both by his example and pre- 
cepts. The second, to give them the most forcible motives to 
the practice of it, by " bringing life and immortality to light ;" 
by shewing them the certainty of a resurrection and judgment, 
and the absolute necessity of obedience to God's laws. The 
third, to sacrifice himself for us, to obtain, by his death, the 
remission of our sins, upon our repentahce and reformatioD, 
end the power of bestowing on his sincere followers the iDes> 
timable gift of immortal happiness. 



OF THE 

KEW TESTAMENT, 



..CC^STANTLY TO BE REFERRED TO, 



RULE AND DIBECTION Of OUR MORAL CONDUCT. 

By Ae same. 



\S B come now to that part of scripture, which is the most 
important cf all, and which you must make your constant 
study, not only till you are thoroughly acquainted with it, but 
all your life long ; because, how often soever repeated, it is 
impossible to read the life aud death of our blessed Saviour, 
without renewing and increasing in our hearts that love and 
reverence, and gratitude towards him, which is so justly duo 
for all he did and suilered for us ! Every word that fell from 
his lips is more precious than all the treasures of the earth ; for 
his "are the words of eternal life I" They must therefore be 
laid up in your heart, and constantly referred to, on all occa- 
sions, as the rule and direction of all your actions; particular- 
ly those very comprehensive moral precepts he has graciously 
left with us, which can never fail to direct us aright, if fairly 
and honestly applied; Such as, "whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, even so do uiilo them.".. .There is no 
occasion, great or small, on which you may not safely apply 
this rule for the direction of your conduct : And, whilst your 
heart honestly adheres to it, you can never be guilty of any 
sort of injustice or unkindneas. The two great command mep^. 



which contain the summary of our duty to God and man, ace j 
HO less easily retained, aad made a standard by which to judge 4 
our own hearts..." To love the Lord our God, with all oqr i 
hearts, with all our minds, with all our sireagth g and I 
neighbour (or fellow-crenture) as ourselves." "Love wurketil I 
no ill to his neighbour," Therefore if you have true bencvo- ' 
lence, you ivill never do any thing injuriou* to iudlvidoal^, <ic . 
to society. Now, all crimes whatever are (in their remoter 
consequences at least, if not immediately aad apparently) in* 
jurious to the society in which we live. It ia impouible to 
love God wiihout desiring to please him, and, at far ai we an 
able, to resemble him; therefore, the love of God mnat lead 
to every virtue in the highest degree; and, we may be surc^ 
we do not truly love him, if we content ourselves with avoid- 
ing flagrant sins, aud do not strive, in good earnest, to reach 
the greatest degree of perfection we are capable of. Thus do 
those few words direct us to the highest Christian virtue. In- 
deed, llie whole tenor of the Go.'pel ia to offer us every help, 
direction, and motive, that can enable us to attain that degree 
of perfection on which depends uur eternal good. 




W. Cowdroj, JuQ. Printer. 



